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From: W, T. Duke

The attached news relesse concerning public exposure to vicyl chloride
poved on the UP?1 wire late yesterday and in aa altered verucn this
aft.arnoan.

One query frcm a newspaper has resulted from the wire story. Rec Zinmser,
who is science editor for the Long Geach Independent Press Telegraph,
called the Long Zeach plant and inquired shout the tepo:z. The Long
Beach plant referred the call to me.

I returned the call to Mr, Zinscr and told him that we had just seen

the story and that for further information he should check with the
Environmental Protection Agency. I gave bim background information

about the Long Beach plant in regard to number of ecployees and products
nanufactured, stressing the fact that it is an extremely small plant

which was started in 1960. I then gave hixm previously released informstion
on the current PVC situation,
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Mr, Zinser has ot used any of the PVC stories in his newspaper up to
this point ani will point out in a short story in the long Beach psper
that there have been no exployee fatalicies at the Long Beach plant,
Me, Zinsex meationed to me that he felt the report was most inzccurate
from 3 scientific standpoint,

The Center for Science in the Public Interest is located at 1779 Church

. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 200356, Tel, 202-~332-6000, It was
organized in 1971 as a Ralph Nader opera:ion but apparently operates
independently with support from some foundations aud the pubiic. 1It's
a non-profit organization and has iuavestigsted lead and other gasolins
additives, aerosols, asbestos and food additives, among others., Its
prineipsls include Albert Fritsch, a Jesuit .priest with a #h.D. i
organic chexigtry from MIT; acd Jazas Sullivan, with a Ph. D. in
wmeteorology and oceanography from MIT,
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WASHINGTON (UPD == A RESTARCH GROUP TOLD THE COVERNMENT TODAY —

TEERE W5 A "FEARYUL POSSIZIINT" TRAT PROPLE LIVING IN AT LEAST .
THEREE INDTSTRIAL AREAS OP THE NATION ARE BRING ENFOSEZR TO AIREORNE |
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TKSES OF VINYL CHIORIDE, A CREMICAL LINKED TO LIVER CANCER, .
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THE ca':érvn FOR SCIENCE I¥ THE PUBLIC TXTERENT URGED THE

:umno.s.,.mu. PROTECTION AGENCY TO RAVE STATE AGENCIES MAKE
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SEASURF,EE\“H NEAR FACTORIES MEDAT“LY 70 DETFBsmz THE Em\‘T

OF THE HAZARD,

"WWE REGARD T AS A TOTENTIALLY SERIOUS PUBLIC MEALTH PHOSLEM,"
IT 24iD, "AND WORTHY OF IMMERATE INVESTICATION, OUR RESEARCH
!\’D’CATLS THAT CEPT:%“\ TOWNS AND CITIES MAY BE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED

BY \1\’1'1- c!:u..mm. .POLI.LT!CX hid
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ir sx\‘GLw OUT THE vms*c\ TEXAS, AREA. SOUTIIERS LUTISIANA AND
wssm::m-mca 'y AS THE THNEE PRDIE AREAS WHERE FACTORIES PROMCE

$O aucH. 'i:':.\'\-x.‘ CHLORIDT THAT SMUKESTACKY ANE VENTING THE CHEMICAL.
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i e tmn AND OTHER CLRATIC CONDITIONS IN TIHOSE HEGIONS, IT ADDZID,
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CorTwD ai&(E THE SITUATION WORSE. _
IT ALSD SAID TRRRE MAY BE A SIMILAR PHOBLEY IN THE PANSVILLE,

GHIO, ARTA AND AHOUND 1OXG BEACH, c.sr.trfm.\'u

'rm CENTER axm l‘!‘ HAD LEARXED THAT EPA'S OWXN MTASTREMENTS
SHOMD 0.87 PAITS PEIR MILLION V;\'YL CHLORIIE ALONG RQLTE 223
I8 PASADENA, TEXAS, 'IN THE HEART OF THE LARCEST VINVL CHLOHIDE

i - PRODLCING REGION 1N THE UNITED STATES."
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IT CALCCLATED THAT AT THE EXND OF EACH BATCH OF POLYVINYL

TS T m s tang MADE IV A 10.000-CALION RFEACTON THERE IS A STACK EMISSION -
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OF 8,000 GRAS OF VINTT. CILORIDS CAS, A PERSON UNFORTUNATE ENGUG 10

-~ . BE DOWNWIND 100 METERS FROM THE EMISSION WOULD HE EXPOED TO 200 PANTS
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