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H r .  C h a r l e s  H. P r i c e .  
S o o t t ,  Ma cLeish  k F a l k .  
134 S .  L a S a l l e  S t . .  
C h i c a g o .  1 1 1 .

Dear  U r .  P r i o e :

Hr .  B e l k n a p  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  me yo u r  i n ­
q u i r y  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  
o f  h a n d l i n g  g l a s s  w o o l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  p o s s i b l e  d e r m a t i t i s  r e s u l t i n g  t h e r e f r o m .

I n  o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  r a r e  i n s t a n c e s  have  we 
h e a r d  o f  a ny  i l l  e f f e c t s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  h a n d l i n g  
o f  g l a s s  w o o l i  V e r y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  an i n d i v i d u a l  f i n d s  
t h a t  h i s  s k i n  beoomes  s l i g h t l y  i r r i t a t e d ,  j u s t  a s  
some i n d i v i d u a l s  f i n d  t h e i r  s k i n s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  v a r i o u s  
d y e 8*̂ 0 ommonly u s e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  and  
c o s tu m e  j e w e l r y «

We have  made c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  ou r  e m p l o y e e s ,  and have  been  a d v i s e d  
t h a t  i n  t h o s e  r a r e  i n s t a n c e s  whe re  i r r i t a t i o n  i s  
p r o d u c e d ,  i t  i s  r e l i e v e d  by  an a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  so ap  
and  w a t e r .  •

B ec a u se  of  t h e  r e o e n t '  s i l i c o s i s  e p i d e m i c  we 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  w i l d  s t a t e m e n t s  m ig h t  be made r e l a t i v e  
to  p o s s i b l e  damage r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n h a l a t i o n  or  
i n g e s t i o n  o f  f i n e  p a r t i c l e s  of  g l a s s  w o o l .  A c c o r d i n g l y  -< 
we had  e x p e r i m e n t s  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  c?
Dr . L e r o y  TJ. G a rd n e r  of  S a r a n a c  L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  S a r a n a c  °
L a k e ,  New York ,  and P r o f e s s o r  P h i l l i p  E.  D r i n k e r  of  
t h e  H a r v a r d  S c h o o l  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  Our own o p i n i o n  ©
t h a t  t h e ’ p r o d u c t  was h a r m l e s s  i s '  bo rn e  o u t  i n  t h e  ~
r e p o r t s  c f  t h e s e  two e x p e r i m e n t s ,  o o p i e s  of  w h ic h  a r e  
e n c l o s e d  f o r  you r  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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From: t i n »  t o  t i m e - w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  r e q u e s t s  
f o r  t h e  e n c l o s e d  r e p o r t s  f rom s a l e s m e n ,  h u t  have  
d e o l i n e d  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  r e p o r t s  as  s u c h ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  d i s t o r t e d  o r  
m i s u s e d ,  17e h a v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t r i e d  t o  p a s s  a l o n g  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i n ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  
b y  a  co p y  o f  o u r  l e t t e r  t o  U r .  J o h n s o n  o f  7 .  S .  Gypsum 
Co* o f  F e b r u a r y  12 ,  w h io h  i s  e n c l o s e d  h e r e w i t h .

I n  some few c a s e s  i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y
t o  show t h e  c u s t o m e r  t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f .  Such e a s e s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a r e  b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  t o  T o le d o  and we h a n d l e  
t h e m  d i r e o t l y  w i t h  t h e  c u s t o m e r .

TFe t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  
be  of  a s s i s t a n o e  t o  y o u .
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L e g a l  & P a t e n t ' * D e p a r t m e n t .
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