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Gear Dr. Chamsons

Terewith is a copy of my letiter to Dr. latheows referred to in our telephone
conversation today. ¥You will noto that copies went to Mr. Doyle and ir. Vorlmist,
both of whom had tolephoned me about this matter.

In view of the apperently commercially motivated and specious nature (what
scnse does tmore than 19 is dangerous and in fact lothal when swallowedt make?) of
the teleographic release which started the furor, as wsll as the complete lack of epd:
deriological evidence of any harn to children from guch toys, it ssems hardly fair i«
those uwho have imported them in good faith that obstacles should be placed in ths wa
of their sale,

On the other hand, sone control of the paint of toys which mey be toxically
hacardous to children seoms obviougly desirsble, and when I was asked vhat agency
night logleally set standerds for this, I sugeested ryour Division of the Publie
Health Service, and it was from this that ir. uchells call to you shemmed.

A eopy of smerican Standard Z66.1 is also enclnaa&. Havinz been the chief
instigat or of the cstoblishment of this standsrd, I am in @ position to assure you
that it was primardily directed &t interior houss peints, which have beon the
principal and almost sole source of childhood lcad poisonings, and that the
mention of childrents toys was really an afborthoughte

s I now size up the problen, it would scem that a materially higher lecad
content might be 2llaeble for the paints with vwhich neuly namifactured toys are
Cﬁ)&tﬁdo

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Yanfred Bowditeh
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Tzar Dre Hathowuse

I o soryy to have had to defor replying o your letier of Septenbeox 27th,
due to the press of work cngendered by the matter to wihlch you refer. Telsphone
cells fro xm health officers locally and in Hew Jdorsey, California and Weshingion
have boen supplerpnted by letiters such a8 yours, and abttendanecs at a #Japanese
toyt weeting here yesbtorday, at which sause 60 uere present, has been another
Jactor. This at lsast ensbles ue o tell you wore ihen I cowld have on londsy.

e Toy Ruidance Council is apparently & comaercisl concern doing
Tusiness also o5 Toy Guldencs txhiibite o nay suppose wat thedir interest, in
igssuing the release towhich you refer, was to forestell competition from these
irported tows. I anm told that it went to the heallth authordtics of soms &0
states and mmnicipalities,.

Today, nearly two weeks later, no one appears to lnow Just what is the lead
content of the paint on these or other toys now on the market. Ons would think
that this should have been sscertained before any such relsase was issued.

Lg we grestly prefer that no lead paint be used on articles or surfaces that
may be chewed by children, it had been my initial thought that Amcrican Standard
Z65.Ly setting a limit of 1¥ lcad in the pigment of paints m0 used, might be
considered tospply hers. iHowever, it 1g obvicus that the paint £ilm on structural
surfaces mey be many times as thick as that on toys,; and cerizin statements made
at yosterdayts necting have locd ne to revise wy thinkinz.  /Anmong these weret

1. That the Yew Tork City Health Departwient, among a graat mumber
of cases of childhood lesd poisoning dnvestigated, has failed

to £ind a gingle one abbtributable to themint on toys as pur-
chaged at rotail..
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2, That the Health Deparitmont of falifcrris snd the City of
Detroit have approved the sals of the Japansse Yoys in
caestion,:

3¢ That lcad pzinbs are used cn both domoshically rarufastured
and domported foys.

Le That vast mmbers of inported toys have been sold here fop
Taars, one lmporter having sold over 2 million Jepanese toys
2 year for seven years, and with no lmoun resuliant trouble.

Ye Thet, uander datc of September 27th, the Toy Guidzuce Councdl
has issand a second release of 2 rather cxculpetory naturs.
I have secursd thils and a photostatie copy is herewith, the
teecdng hawving been lost in the phstogprephy becauge it nas
weinted In roade S8 I read this docusent; the summaticn cdsht
6 MHo 8Tv S0 SOITT e

Late yosterdey, L talked by telephone with Iire Huntington Willlans,
Toalfh Comaisaioner of Taltineore, who, o3 you surely know, is more tho
cenbely atare of tho problem of childhood leed polsoming, I think T an e
right in sayiny that he zzrecs thet the situabion bhas boen greatly overnlayed, and
thaty witle il should not be lost sight of, thers is ng ysv ne proor of
amzard callinz lor prohibitory action.

it the ight of what I noW know and believe; the best sdvise I cau
ailer 1s that, since there is no evidenca of potential harn therefrom, the
sale of these toys be permdtted and that a conservative stetement 1o ithat
zZfect he lssusd.

4 nd, in closing, Lot me reiterate that, azs 2 former stete heslih
offileial; I zum porsonally oppossdt 1o any use of lead debtermined o be
asibly herminl to the public hsalthy and that in this I have the full
suppert of this Lssocisation.

Hinceraly rours,

Yanfred Dowditen
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