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Dr. XK. V. Kitzmiller ‘
The Kettering Laboratory J
Eden and Bethesda Avenues ;
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Karl:
Subject: Japanese Tank Cleaning Accident

We have Just received a supposedly authentic report on
the tank cleaning accident which occurred in Japan in 1958. It
will be noted that the actual fatalities occurred between August
27 and September 2 of that year. If you haye-any comments,| we
would appreciate hearing from you. //// } 1
7 /
Youré/yeryf%ruly,
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,-/ Hf./ K. Ball 1'
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Attachment - :
CC: Dr. L. W. Sanders i
Mr. J. J. Frey _ '

Mr. A. J. Baldwin. -
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-Th S 7 Went on: Mcleaningm tarbedintheﬁz‘atpertof
- 58 sixtmzksmmclemdbythamidﬂleof&]yl%ﬂ . The
;mm vas being cleaned Pbetween July 20th and. Mnnt 26th. At the last -
ning of this Tth tauk some people were beginaing tb complain of
ey sneu, ‘vho were ‘not a.ble to conf.im to mrk TFoodtin -
hire émy«
“desd:

‘,ﬂctm dead on September 2nd vas the. director of the subc&ntmtor :
nmx;. This was reported to the public by some Japanese mpagers,
waich finally called the people's attention to te accident. ‘

Factors to the Cause of the Accident: Some factors which were pre&md a8
the:causee of the accident are as follows: .

1) i Insufficient inspection of the safety equipments. :
““As the tank crev weared cwverall made of absorbent material, cotton,
“his skin was almost free to touch conteminated water which came down

"o from the ceiling and wall. He should have worn water-proof clothing.
Upon checking-up made after the accident, some of the safety eguipments
- were found useless from dammge. For example, 2/3 of rubber gloves
gwere found broken, while 3 rubber bools cut of 30 were brpken. Dug to
neglecting dally inspection, completie equipssents at the hegiming of the
fcle&niﬂg were éamged while using.

Severe working condition. ‘

= /As there was no break-off to reat in the working hours of 2.30 each in

" the morning and afternoon, the tank crews in the tenk smtim took
their gloves and mssks off to mop sweat.

SInsufficient knowledge of lead-hazard.

‘The cleaning procedure manual published ig, the U, S. was ;translateﬁ

into Japsnese znd was glven to the subcontractor by the m"d;emr, in which
there was no instruction suitable to this type of cles.ning -

The superviscr measured only concentraticn of gssoline vépor in th‘* tank .
vevyéﬁv gt the begirnming of cleaning. And be even advisea the tank crews
ﬁﬁt t@ use mfks when he m&sured little concentraticn c‘f gAas vapor in :

. 2ed-Hazerd a.ppes.red at jth ‘I‘ank's Clea.ning ’ " e
By quantitative snalysis of sludge the bIggest. qu’éntity of lead wae found
dr the sludge obtained from the Tth tenk among “all the tanks. It is presumed- -
th&t 3n this Tth tank the gasoline epecially contain=d TEL wbich exceeded the
1imit of regular dosage for scme reasons,/ If not, however, it can eaeily
speculated that lead deposited, which bad been introducsd into worker's tody .

through his skin and mouth during the ‘last few months, had acumu_'lat“ed and -
¢ la.atj.y' exceedad the li.mit by the period of cleanmg the Ttm tank,
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- The End’ -




