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The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) advises 
discontinuance of use of the Robertshaw RAM-5 combination 5-minute emergency 
escape self-contained breathing apparatus and supplied-air respirator 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number TC-13F-64).

During audit testing of two RAM-5 respirators, NIOSH found a defect in each 
respirator, a defective hose in one and a free-flowing regulator in the 
other. Each problem resulted in shortened service time of the self-contained 
air supply. In view of the critical nature of these failures, this respirator 
should not be used until the necessary actions have been taken by the 
manufacturers to correct the problems.

Robertshaw and Life Support have agreed to discontinue sales and distribution 
of the RAM-5 respirators until the causes of the failures have been determined 
and any defective respirators have been recalled, retrofitted, and returned to 
the users in accordance with a NIOSH-approved plan.

All owners of Robertshaw RAM-5 respirators should contact Robertshaw Controls 
Company (Norman Beaman, 333 North Euclid Way, Anaheim, California 92803, 
714-535-8151) for further information.
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