/

The finmt Werald
MIAMI, FLA.
D. 384,824 SUN, 488,568

G

NOV 20 1975

Tndustrial Chemical Added |

To Public Enemles List

em Teibeme Sorvics

CHICAGO — An obscure indus-
trial materizi caifed, — -
chiorinated biphenyls — Was added
‘Wednesday to the nation’s eaviron-
mental public enemies lat.

More than 400 scientists, govern-
mental officials, " and environmen-

talists gathered in Chicago for the '
first ional - PCB f

Gers, numbness, and reproductive
“tailure,
“THE EVIDENCE we have sccy-
mulated over the last three years
has u our original con-
cern over ‘the toxicity of PCB and
over the potential hnlth hazard
8 presence of high PCB

focus attention on a

onvi-
ronmental public hes! ]

threat.

Described as a cross between.

ng poison
the body, ummully aull
toms such“as

s

posed by
concentrations in waterw,
and fish,” said Russell
Train, keynote lyuku at the
three-day conference.
Train is administrator ol the U.
Environmental Protection Agenc,
Lake Michigan fish h:vo Mn
bantied from interstate commerce
by the Food and Administra-
. tion because their PCB content vio-
- Intes pure food laws. |
The allowabie limit now is S
parts per million of PCB in food,
' and observers at the conference ex-
m that limit to be lowered as &
blic health rd. Dr. Masa-
noﬁ Kuratsune of Japan told the
conference that his country banned
the use of PCB urlhr this year

. after 1,200 Japanese
by PCB-conta mlnuwl rice oﬂ.

to control PCB in the
Unlbd tm- can be to '
! have ic impacts, say federal

the Monsanto in Sauget, IIl, .

- A HIGHLY heat-resistant materi-
-al, most PCBs are used in alectrical
equipment such s transformers

is used for
plastics.
‘Train argued that the PCB threat
pationsl tazic substances " comtrs
n-doul toxic wbltlnul
that would uire pubfic health

law that require public
heaith mungl before chemicals |
! could be put into commercial use.

! “Wa spain and again find our-

selves engaged in an dlf-
} ficult and drawn-out sti

the public from a hazard tn

ich it already has been exposed,

mlo at the same time u-yln| to

void putting people out iness
out of work,” Train uid.
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