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Dr. Robert  Kehoe \
Univers i ty  of  Cinc innat i  - •
Cincinnati, Ohio

My dear Kehoe: .

I have just re turned f rom a tr ip to  Baton Rouge, wh ere  

everything seems to be going very n ice ly  w i th  the e xcept ion of a  

case wh ich  is coming u p  for  tr ial  on Apr i l  12, base d on al leged  

lead poisoning. Dr. Machle has seen the man, whose name is  

and I be l ieve is agreed w i th  us that the c la im is un just i f ied. How-  ;J%%? 

ever, we have  had enough exper ience in the State of  Louis iana to

know that  f r o m  the legal  standpoint we  are not  si t t i ng in a very ' r v-

happy posi t ion and anyth ing may happen. As a matter  of fact, we look •'.
. ■ . • ■  ■ • • '•

• • •' ■  . • • - • '  .

forward to the future w i th  a great deal  of forebodi ng f r o m  the  

medico- legal  standpoint, real iz ing that a l though th e compensat ion law M i

is wel l  wr i t ten, the administ rat ion of the law is b ad: and we stand to d t
- ■ ■ ■ :■  - . • : . . . . . . .  . ' ' . ..

lose a considerable amount  of money. - V r

The doctors in Ba ton  Rouge know-very  l i t t le about l ead  

intoxicat ion and the doctor  who is w i t h  J ^ j p b n  this  part icular case .  

knows less than " a little,. ' I a m v certain; a l tho ugh I have 'not  talked "•:%  • :  

to h im but have  simply gathered my informat ion f rom  th i rd party sources.  

It is ex t remely important that we w in  this f irst ca se because if we .  

lose it, it wi l l  s imply open the way  for a lot of s ubsequent suits - -  

of  al leged poisoning and w i th  this case as a preced ent we are almost p"  

bound to lose. - * «
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We have discussed the'matter of hav ing test imony gi ven by :  

our own wi tnesses and our Mr. Porter, who represent s the Company in  

Baton Rouge, advises against this. VIHe states-that the judges in  

that part of the country are part icular ly paytial t o local witnesses  

and resent outside experts, even to the extent of e xperts who  come • r,.-  

f rom New Or leans. This being so, we have decided ag ainst putt ing  

anybody on the stand, but on the other hand it is e xtremely important  

that we prepare our lawyer for his defense and sit by to help h i m  

in the cross examination. We are ex t remely anxious to have y ou  or  

Machle, whomever you decide upon, in Baton Rouge th e day before the  

trial, at wh ich  time we wi l l  plan the at tack wi th M r. Porter, our  

attorney. A t  that t ime we can give h i m  some informa tion on lead  

intoxication f rom the lay standpoint and, when the doctor who is  

backing Metz comes on the stand, help h i m  to discre dit his testimony  

in every w ay  possible. ;

I believe that one of the points which we should be pre­

pared to tear down would be his excret ion analysis which I understand  

he has had done because therein liés a very ferti le  f ie ld of attack.

There is a possibi l i ty  of their switching their cas e to  

one of the solvents contained in.the paint  and I ex pect to be on  

hand to he lp  out f rom this'side.

I hope that you  wi l l  be able to arrange it so that o ne of  

you can be on hand for this trial, and trust that y ou  wi l l  wri te me
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as soon as possible. In the event that you  cannot h elp us in
' : ■  . ' “* * “  ** V  ,  i  ■ * i  * ^  -■  -r „ i  _ ■

this matter, we wi l l  have Dr. von Oett ingen on hand .

Yours very truly,  

CDICAL^DIVISIONMEDICAIi_DI\

G. H. Gehrmann, MTd .,  Medical  D i rec tor


