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We would like to take this opportunity to clarify some
of the confusion which appears to be building in terms
of talc and asbestos. A number of significant develop-

; ments have recently occurred which tend to cloud the
regulatory aspects of the problem.

In May, 1977, OSHA published a booklet entitled "A Re~

port on the Fiber Content of Eighty Industrial Talc

Samples Obtained from, and Using the Procedures cf the

Dccupational Safety and Health Administration". You may

have received a letter from one of your suppliers analy- %
zing the data presented in this OSHA report. We feel

that this analysis of the data was misleading in the

manner in which it was offered.

While we are of the opinion that the OSHA method of fiber
analysis is not adequate to identify asbestos, OEHA does
continue to employ this method. The conclusions drawn by
the National Bureau of Standards in its discussicn of the
results states quite conclusively that they also feel the
0SHA method is in dire need of review. We quote from the
NBS report, Section V, Conclusions, P. 17, as follows:

"The variability of these results raises several
questions regarding the OSHA procedure, particularly
sampling technigue, sample homogeneity, and determi-

ning fiber morphology. It is the opinion of NBS

that, even under favorable circumstances (e.g., homo~-
geneous samples, -easily identified fibers, etc.), the
existing OSHA procedure is useful only for determining
"fiber' content and not 'asbestos' content. Although
careful manipulation of the mounting medium might make

it possible to identify some-of the fibers as 'asbestos',
the problem of the definition of 'asbestos' still re-
mains. NBS believes that the resclution of the measure-
ment problem, including the definition and identification
of ‘ashestos, will be 'dccomplished only by significant
changes in the procedure and probably the method as well.”

CER- =

PLAINTIFF'S
' N : EXHIBIT

T rvemiig | CAMSE |

R - USEEO

5

SW Goodhue 000253


JColeman
ab 156


N 'a\:"l—i

Following this report, a “Workshop on Asbestos" was held

at the Hatiomal Pureau of Starndards in Washington, July o
18-20, 1977. IUmfortunately, this workshop did not result "
in any change of test wmethod but did serve to point out

the extreme inaileguacy of the procedure as it 1s presently
conztituted.

We do not feel we should speak for the talec industry in
genarzl, bgt rather, will review our own situation as it
presently stends. Ir eniz JEHA report, 16 samples were
tested whick weme iden~ified as Cyprus Industrial Minerals
Cexm—ary talc. Toe rescltz of the tests on these 16 samples
are shown T=lowm:

CYPRUS INDGSTRIAL MINERALE COMPANY

Yininz Souroez Total Szuzles XNo Fiber Fiber Present
¥ontarda G Y 0
Jexzs 1 1 0
califorgis I3 L 7
-
CY¥YZRUS TEOMPSOY . WZZNKEEN, DOMPANY
Georgia ;& 1 : 0

As can be m=er Irom Trhis czfe, both cur Montana and Texas
taleos are indicated to e free of asbestiform material, OQur
California talrss conmtaim cmly very minute guantities of tre-
melite in some i-cstapc=s. We do state that they are free of
ashestiform impurities To the level of sensitivity as measured
by XKeray DEiffrecticn T=chmigues. This is approximately 0.1%
to 0:3%. If cerrifipation to zero asbastiform level is deemed
nec=2ssary bw wour compEny, Snly our Mentana tale based grades
ghould De weed.

The one sample included im the survey from our Cyprus Thompeon
Yeinpan subsidizwry is Inclwded only to illustrate the weaknesgs
of the OSHA zmalysis method. This sample is analyzed as tale
but ig, im rezliity, = platey mica (sericite), not a tale material
at all. Agein, let ms poimt out, the 05HA method of fiber an~
alysis by optical microscopy is 1ncapah]e of identifying the o HE
exact mipsral mature of the sample being inspected. In the manner:
in which thke rulings zre stated, fibers are not to be considered
astestos mmless They are pﬁSltlvelY identified as being one of
sizx zinerals specifically stated in the Federal Register, 29 it
CI® 1510,.3012 §=2) Defimitioms. These minerals gan best be pcsl-:
tively ifestifisd by Tremsuission Electron Microscopy combiped -
with Seleatﬂd lrtﬂ ﬂ&actrﬂu ﬁiffractiun.
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