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CQMPANY-WIDE CONFERENCE ON HEALTH EFFECTS
OF DUST FROM THERMAL INSULATING MATERIALS

A Companyewide conference to discuss the health effects of
iphalation of dust fram thermal insulating materials, including asbestose
containing materials and the means of measuring and controlling the
hazards will be held in the Wilmington area on May 29 and 30, 197k, This
lettar is an invitation to you to attend the Conference and to arrange
for attendance by persons in your depertment who bave a need to know
about these matters.

The Training Division of the Raticnal Institute of Occupational
Safety and Health, which i3 a part of the United States Department of
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Health, Educaticn, and Welfare, will provide the major part of the tectmical

presentations at this Conference, They have agreed to do this at owr
i{nvitation and as a part of their mission of extending knowledge and
training in the field of occupaticnal safety and health at all levels.
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Conferences have previously been held in Du Pont on the safe
use of asbestos insulating materials. These were held in May of 1970
and in June of 1972. Both of the earlier conferences were limited in
scope to diacussions of asbestos-containing materials and doth were held
prior to the enactment of the Occupational Safety and Health Act and the
permapent standards on asbestos promulgated by the U. 8. Department of
labor upnder this Act.

There are several reascns for arranging a conference at this
tize, The new laws and regulations have imposed a burden on each plant
in obtaining assurance of campliance. They have also resulted in s
Du Pont policy of purchasing thermal insulating materials which do not
contain asbestos. All of the new materials are complex mixtures of
substances which may be unfamiliar to plant perscnnel engaged in the
control of dust and other nuisances and health hazards. In the time
since the earlier conferences, many plants have established procedures
for controlling dust and for measuring the effectiveness of control.

We have evidence from many sources that there is & desire to get together
to diacuss coamnon problems that bave arisen. The Federal Standards for
protection of health of employees in work places are constantly evolving.
There is a need 10 knov of cwrrent developments and of prospective
standards., We feel that all of these reasons for holding a conference
pake it worthwhile at this time. '

Attendance at the conference will be limited to 60 persons,
because of the desire of the NICSH training group to present the
subject material in as effective and intimate & mamney as possible.

In the near futwre, s program will be distriduted among you
ell. In the meantime, we ask that you notify Frank Fuller of Engineering
Service Division, Louviers Building, of the names of persons from your
department who will be expected to attend, Please send with the names
& Charge Code to cover expenses of bolding the conference. It is
estimated that the cost per capita will be below $200.
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