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WHEREAS. there is such pressing need for prompt executive action to put
these measures into cffect and stop these needless tragedies;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the National Saicty Council re-
spectfully urges the President of the United States to call the Governors of the
several States imo conicrence as varly in the new vear as practicabl, 0 lay be-
fore them the sert of the situati the r lies which have been developed
for currecting these comditions and the nccessity for prompt and united action in
all the States to adopt and more cnerpetically carry on an effective program jor
the protection of life and limb on our streets and highways

.

By formal riotion. and by a rising vote. the entire audicnce of delegates and
puests approved this action of the Council Executive Committee.

Following this, Lt-Col. Reninger read the dollowing letter received from the
President of the United States:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
September 27, 1934
My dear Mr. Long: .

I wish to extend to the bers of the National Safety Council, in scssion
at the twenty-third Annual Safety Conierence, my most cordial prectings and my
heartiest god wishes for the success or your endeavors.

The fact that yout are concerning yourselves with saving life, that you are
keeping in view human values and pursonal sccurity commends your program to
the cntire cuuntry.

I am pgreatly impressed and pleased with the constructive steps already taken
toward the elimination of accidents, especially highway  di: 5, which, 1
avoidable, are doubly tragic. This is a problem which we must attack with the
utmost ctiergy and persistence. Ultimately we may expect to reach the solution
of highway saicy, provided complete cooperation on the part of all citizens is
given to concerted offurts of groups such as yours. At present the rising toll of
fatalitics on raads and city thoroughiares indicates in a manner all 1co grim that
we are still far irom the goal.

American aqtmmxin: developments and our uncqualled system of highway com-
munications which have given sigual contributions to our convenience, pleasure, and
commuerce, most not be permitted 10 devolve into instruments of death and disaster.

1 assure vou oi my keen personal interest in your cfforts and commend your
splendid program to induce cooperation among cvery citizen in our nation with
the movement looking to the prevention of needless fatalities—a drain upon our
mst precious mtural rexource which must be ended.

Very sincercly yours,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

Mr, Johm E. Long.

President, National Saicty Council,
c/o Cleveland Hotel,

Cleveland, Ohio.

Presidemt John E. Limg then arose and introduced Mr. Harold . Haffman,
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles of. New, Jersey. who presided as Toastmaster.
His witty hiction of the speaker of the cvening, Dr. John L. Davis, of New
York City. was highly appreciated by the big awlience; and was only surpassed,
perhaps, by the brilliant address of Dr. Davis, himseli.

Dr. Davis was listed in the program to spcak on “The Spirit of America.”
Despite this handicap. he scized the opportunity to present a highly pepular mono-
logue—so popular in fact that his success mounted steadily throughout the evening;
and it was readily apreed. after an hilarious scssion. that no banquet of the Council
had approached this for many a year.
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Dust in Industry

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
October 5, 1934

The sessien devoted to a discussion of Dust in Industry was called to order by

. G. i Di , Industrial Hygiene Laboratory, Imployers Mutual lLia-
ll))l'{i.\yhlc )lcncr‘.;o"lrccg?r w who presided.  Dr. Meiter bricfly weleomed the
delegates and then introduced the first speaker.

Types of Dust That Cause Occupational Diseases
By LEROY U. GARDNER, M.D.

Director, Saranac Laboratory for the Study of Tuberculosis, of the Edward L.
Trudeau Foundation, Saranac Lake, N. Y.

he speaker said in part:  Experience has demonstrated that the lung tissues
mnT:oIcr.!::? \(::ry large 'amounls of most kinds of forcign dust particles without,
scerious imterference with function. The lung may be intensely pipmented by colored
dusts with no evidence that respiration is impaired. But dusts mmposcd in whote
or in part, of silica have been shown to be danger‘uus because they stimulate the
growth of the conncctive tissues of the hmgs and bring about the formation of scar
tissue. This destroys the normal _clas(icn(_\' of the organ which is _necessary for
respiratiun and it thickens the delicate membranes so that a free interchange ot
gasses is impeded. _lforlur;alg{_y. these results only follow the prolonged inhalation

very | uantitics of silica. . c . B

of E:?rr?;ﬁx: have demonstrated that the injection of silica into the tissues ot
animals kills the cells where the substance lodges and c s an in
When healing takes place a very dense and ch_aractcnsuc km_d of scar tissue forms.
Most non-siliccous dusts produce no inflammation and very little scar. It has been
<hown that such changes do not follow the injection of silica unless the particles
arc very fine, three microns or_ less in diamecter, anq un[c_ss enough of lll_r:m tucalize
in one area. With larger particles the rate of reaction is so slow that little change
occors within a year. As a general rule, the finer the particles, the more rapid the
celfular response.  The nnfctim‘l to fine silica begins within four or five hours and
i tinues for a jod of years. .
" ?;‘lheucsiliu is pcc;nbincd 3wilh hases in the form of silicates, it rarcly produces
such active and progressive changes. The silicate of magnesiom. ashestos., does
cause the formation of scar tissue in cxperimental animals and in the human lung,
but most other silicates are not gencrally recognized as irritating. Recently it }‘\as
been claimed that a hydrated silicate of al and 71 called “sericite.
is responsible for most of the cascs of silicosis. This silicate. a transformed feldspar.
is often associated with quartz and it has been identified in the lungs of persons suf-
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