PLAINTIFF’S
EXHIBIT
BRK-62

Noveaber 12, 1968

Mr, J. N, Rif.

Dirsstor of Workmen's Colponlation
Frigidaire Division .

Oeneral Kotors Corporstion

300 Taylor Street

Dayton, Ohtio Hs35M0h

Dear Mr. Rife:

Enclosed is a co I ttbr’ia chq,chil Sestion
of The Industri COinlition of Ohio regarding “
0.D. 8770-22, Harold Cawthorne: - ‘This copy 1: for
your 1ntcrtntion and file.

rd

Pleare contact the Division any time it may be of
service to the ocoapany on matters oono.rnlng asoident
prevention or industrisl hygiene.

Very truly ydurp,

. Albert B, Scheible
Safety Engineer
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November 12, 1948

Legal Section ;

The Industrial Counisnlon of Chio
Ohio Departments Butlding
Columbus, Ohio

Attn: Paul J. Drugan, Referee Be: 0.D. 8770-22
Room b19-8 Harold Cawthorne
Gentlesen: ﬁ

On October 17 and 18, 1968 visits were made to Mrigidaire Division
of Genersl NMotors corporntion. Plant No, 1 in Deyton, Ohic end
Plant No. 2 ir Moraine City (suburd of Dayton) Ohio. The visit to
Plant No. 2 was miads to evaluate environmentsl atmospheric oondi-
tions relevant to the sudject clajimanti's employmens by this company.
The oospany manufactures chctric ranges and nfriconton.

The claimant's employment oxyorionoo with this company is as
follows:

5-12-48 t0 11-8-48 Plant 2. Dvgt. 262, Material handler,
13-2;&29 :o ig-gt:zg P 237. i:lulggion assemdly.
- o - 4 . sembler,
10-31-49 %0 11.7.49° * *) s 228, Conveyor asseabler.
11-7-89 to 3-6-%50 LA * " . HNaterial handler

. (insl, hand trucker).
3-6-50 to 3-13-50 Plant 2, Dept. 228. Conveyor assembler.
3~13-50 to 5e12.52 ’ * . 217. Haterlial handler
(inel. hand truoker).
5«12«52 to 7-13-.52 Laid off. Lack of work.
7-14-.52 to 12.8-52 Plant {, DO?t. 16. HKand truocker.

3-31-58 to 4-.11-58 Plant 2, Dept. 21 Tube expanding
machine,

L-11-58 to 9-25-58 Laid off. lLack of work,

9.25-58 to 4.20-%59 Plant 3, Dept. 328, Conveyor assembly.

L-20-59 to 8-3-59 Plant 2, . 228, Asphalt hydrolene
_ BPIrsy or pour.

8-3-59 Plant 2, Dept. 228, Asiemdly.

8-3-59 to B-1-60 g » * 216, Punoh press.

12.8-52 to 8.24.53 . * , * . Assexmbly, :
8-25-53 to 5-29-57 Plant 2, t. 227, Conveyor assembly. :
5-29=-57 to 10-2b-g7 Lalid orf. k of work. i
10-24-.57 to 3-31-58 Plsnt 3, Dept. 32 Conveyor asseably. ;
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8-1-60 to 3-16-64 Plant 2, Dept. 227. Conveyor attendant,
[oad and unload de-
lux porcelain,

3-16-66 to B8-16-65 Flant 2, Dep:. 227, Conveyor assembly.

8-16-65 to 12.20-65 . . * . Check, handle and
dispatach,

12-20-65 to 2.21-66 Plant 2, Dept. 227. Urethane foanming
cperation, load and
unload and prepare
for pouring.

2.21.66 to 1-15-68 Plant 2, Dept. 217, Check, handle and

dispatoh.
1-15-68 to 241268 02f work
2.12-68 to 3}-6-68 Prodbadly Plant 2,
Dept. 217. Check, handle and
dispatch,
Last day worked,

The clatmant recsived a pre-emsploymsent physical examination. Previous
enployment uss recorded as follows:

January, 1942 to January, 1985 Pairfield Air Depot. Property
snd supply.

May, 1945 to May, 1948 Self employed, Vell cleaner.

May, 1952 to July, 1952 Self employed, Cawthorne
Cornfectionery,

Proam the employment experisnce abqve 1%t will be noted that sthe claim-~
ant had many different classifications. Clasgifications change over
the years. Most of those in which the olaimant worked may de desorib-
ed as material handling, This could be hsndling of parts, sub-
assemblies, or nesr finished produot. It could bs done by hand, by
hand truck, or by placing parts on 8 ooaveyor line. A great doal of
»roduct uovement is done by conveyer.

The claimant worked in Plants ‘2 and 3, Howevar, only one year
wes spent in Plant 1 (19 ;2-19535 ‘On two ocoasiona (1957-1953 and
1958-1959) he work.d in Plent 3 tocalinf .about one year. The far
groater share of his employment, adbout 17 years, was in Plant 2,
This plant wea visited,

Locstions where the claimsnt could have heen exposed to some dust
would have been:

Tnsulating asgembly 19481949 10 months Plant 2
Punch preas 1959-1560 i year . »

The dust axposure for these operations would have been fibrous glass
or metal dust, nsither of which are considered to be pnaumoconiosis
- producing. Tube expanding is not a current operation. The other
two operations, as observed, shcwed no visidble evidence of dust
either in the atmosphers or by ~vason of settled dust,
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Locations for pos<idle air contaminstion to whioh the ¢laimant ocould
have been exposed, other than normal plant atmospheric exposure, o
would have been: K.

Asphalt hydrolsne spray or pour 1959 4 zonths Plant 2
Urethane foaming, l.ad and
unload 1965-.1966 2 months ’

220

The asphalt spray or pour 1s used in refrigerators or freezers where
fidbrous glass insulation is used. The claimant probably 4id this

on horizontal type freezers which are no longer produced. The op- %
eration observed used & spray qun for the application, The material "%
is piped under pressure to the spray gun. As the box shells pass
on a8 oonveyor, only encugh spray is applisd at predetermined loca-
tions to insure proper foruming adhesion of the insulstion., It was
necessary to place ths head inside a shell to detect ar asphalt
odor, which was not irriteting to this observer. This odor was not
noticeadble at the general work location.

N 1ol o

Urethane foam is a homogeneous plastic used in the refrigerators

instead of fibrous glass insulation. It has excsllent inzulating

qualities. A mold space of the desired thicikness of insulastion is

formed by placing & smsller metal shapa of the save configurstion

inside of the refrigerator shell. The wetal mold shape is plaged

inside the shell as the shell passes on s conveyor. The shell is

then conveyed into a totally enclosed and exhausted machins where

the urethane foar is applied and cured. On removal from the mashine

the metal mol? shape is removed leaving a smooth, even thickness of p
urethane fosam insulation in the refrizerator thcil. k-

One of the raw materials used to make urethane foam iz a class of 3
materials called diisocyanates, Toluane diisocyanate iz coomonly -3
used, It is a highly toxic material known to ciause asthmatio type -4
reantion in some individuals. The threshold limit value is ,02 gpm.

The odor threszhold is about tvwenty times higher than the threshold

limit value. The claimant probsbly helped at one or more of the Y
operations to place refrigerator shells on the >onveyor line, in- p
sert the metal muld shape, remove sase after foss application, and ;
remove the inaulated shell from the conveyor line, There sre a

consciderable number of people working in this area, It 1s very well
vertilated, as are other plunt areas, Uy duot outlets which deliver

~rutside a2ir into the plant,

1o denartmerts where the olaimant worked are not separated fronx
¢ ek athar by permanent partitions. The aress are quite extensive.
.here are gas opersted ovens, pickling vats (dilute scid wash), and
wetal cleaning vats which he may have passed by or worked in the
reneral vicinity of while handling material. These facilities are
211 locally axhausted, o

‘ardling bottoms from bottom banks probably means taking refrigerator k
bottom panels fron storage and placing thee on conveyors for delivery 5
to assouwbly or processing asreass. g
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Painting is done on sn r floor in larfu sxhausted paint booths.
The clainant wes never glassified as a ntar so it {s not knowmn
in what manner he wmay have been axpooed to paint materials., There
was ggotgsioatlon of psint vapors or fuaos while wnlk1n¢ outside s

It is very d!fricnlt to assess the claiment's oxposure t- possidble 3
air contamination beoause ona ares of the plant was mich the same 3

as another in this res . The plant is expellmmily ventilated .
by mechanical ventilation :ad lodal exhaust. Thers wers no nigni-
ficant odore in any of thc areas visited. Other thez as mentioned

sarlier under poontblo dust exposure and '‘air gontamination, there
eppeared to be no Aifferent atwpsphirs ta whigh the claimant was
expossd than that in whioch prao%ioallyn:II other cuployees worked.
A highly sensitive individusl aight find the ssphalt’ spray ér pour
operation somewhat irritating.

. Yery Sruly yours,

Albers R. Scheible
Safety Engineer




