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KAISER CEMENT <€ GYPSUM CORPORATION I
: INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

The attached article authored by the Chief Specifications Writer, H. J. Rosen
of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill was brought to my attention by R. Beck.
It is of especial interest since we use asbestos fibers in the manufacture

of Cushenbury and Permanente Plastic Gun Cement, as well as Permanente Hand
Plastic Cement.

The author relates that deaths from cancer among asbestos workers in the

U. S. A. is seven times greater than that of the general white male popula-
tion. He, also, relates that allied tradesmen in the construction industry
are subject to exposure to asbestosis and cancer.

Hod carriers are continually exposed to the dust as they break sacks into
the mixer. Knowing how "sue happy" some people are, and knowing that some
of these tradesmen will hear of this, if they have not already, it would
seem wise to bring this to your attention, as well as that of our legal per-
sonnel.

Perhaps this is sufficient reason to locate and use a substitute for the
asbestos. Cushenbury Plastic Gun Cement does not utilize asbestos fibers.

Article from Progressive Architecture, February 1970, Page 102, "Specifica-

tion Cline."
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Controlling Construction Pollution

This column concludes that due to its contribution to

air pollution, asbestos-sprayed insulation must be

eliminated in future construction. Rosen is Chief

Specifications Writer of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill,

New York.

The hAzarda of air and water pollu-
tion are slowly being recognized »
more statistical informatior on their
effect on the human environment Is
comrn to .the attention of a cop-
?erne Cltizenry. Since tne pr-
ication of SrIe t Sprrng by Rachel
(farson p(e e have begu
tlon the gerous srde g ects
resut rom cemroal pesticides, au
dpmo ile. fumes, and raw Ssewage
mped into our streams and rive

ustrral and huyman wastes, care-
{%sesrsr or mnocently disposed of into

osphere o rnt% FVers, ave
an effect on nature's biological

ance that %overns the ﬁ]roductron of
oxygen. and the grow marine

and-animal life. In“addition, as archi-

tects, we should decry the’ despolln-
tron "of our environment re%ultlnq
rom the accumulation of physica
mounds of vgarba g, dunked cars, and
Industrial waste products

We should alBO take a closer look at
our ¢o strHctron gractroes to deter-
mine wnether we are a party to this
Eollutron asab Producto ur de-
lgns, and whether we can reduce or
eliminate some of our own contribu-
trons {0 thrs Pro lem area.

Certain rBolrtron of exrstr\r)\%
structures In urban centers
should restrict the amount of dost
that deveo In some European
crtres barrr rs ons strng astr
enve Jaes are ut |ze
|t|on tes to confine the ust resu
|nl? rom these operations. PerhaE|

oyr Building Departments and our
Air PoIIutron Control  Departments
should Institute stricter  controls
over such procedures.

A more strikin examﬁle of how
archreots can reduce utron that
actua r( contrrbjtes to ratalities |s |n

e selection of certain spra(r)yde
|re proo mg and insulatin ucts.
a London ician, in

an autonsv ~ noon ' the

h h of an ashestos-textile . worker
d ashestos particles in the Iunﬁ
and attributed " this death tlo t
worker's occupation, Several b0
lated Instances occurred subsequently
where an examination of the Iun%
fissue of deceased asbestos worker
|nd|cated the pri rt) F nce o]f ashestos. In
AL ga g siclan.  Dr.
Cooke, after an extensive autopsY
and subsequent search of medical [j
erafure, concluded tltat the death of a
Ratrent resulted solely from the In-
alation of asbestos “fibers and as-
srgned the name asbestosis to this

di

f\n investigation of some -108 as-
bestos-textile “workers in Great Brit-
ain In_ 1928 disclosed that %, or
about 25 per cent, showed evidence of
ashestosis. As a_result, legislation
was enacted In Great Britai to re-
quire Improvements il ventilation
and exhaust systems in asbestos-tex-
tr]!e plalnts anAtﬂerrodrot examination
of workers. Although this |
ment I workrn %ndrtrons nigngth
ened the life exgectancy of these
workers it was learned “in 1935 hy
Dr. Lynch in this countr }hat as-
bestos workers Were dyi % cancer
8 a result of their assac atron with
ashestos. Independent Investigators
In many parts ot the world werg like-
|se comrn to th sam? onclusion
ased 0 %(rr studies qf the assocl-
ation of workers with asbestos.

Dr. Sclikoff, of New York's Mount-"

Srnar Hospital, had an_opoprtunity
to examine the records of members of
the Ashestos Workers Union, The
studPr covered a fotal of 1522 |
sula on workers between 1942 and
[t was found that the death
rate “from cancer amon% these as-
nestos.  Workers wafma out 36 en
times greater-than t
eralL Ee made U. S~ popula on
These observations ace Sta genng
In addition, one must conclude that

[ove-

nat only are people who.actually.vyork.
with agbesto e>r<J 0sIng t emsdlryg
ashestosis ,and ajrcer but also th at
allied tradesmen in the building con-
arue tion industry, closely associated
WHIhis work, are subjécted to. this
{Xp-isure. Steam fitters, electricians,
carpenters acoustica] workers, ma-
sons. structural steel erectors, and
others employed on projects using
Qra -ashestos (nsulation IH the area

this contamination, and who in-
hale the%e nshestos J[g(artrclesLare eX-
posing themselves and are [tkely can-
drdutes for this disease..

ally disturbing 15 the fact that
ashe tos i practically Indestructible;
while it may disintegrate, 1t is an ev-
erlastrng contaminant 1 the atmo-
sphere. "It has_been estimated that
during its application as frreproofrnti
to structural steel members and meta
decks, about 13 Per cent overshoots
and Is proreote to the atmosphere,
On hi ; -Tise bstrtuotufres |n]c urhan
reas, Spray-ashestos fireproofin
geen d)un hree an F%our b%cﬁ
from the construction sife, so_that
the unsuspecting (Ireneral publrc IS
Irkewrse tsubjetcted 0 thrsThazard as
s he” tradesman ¢

vove Its a [icaHom Wﬁclev this
re atronsr een r casua -
counter Wth ashestos an ossr
evelopment of drsease in the ublrc
as not heen esta d, it behooves
t 3 architectura (o BS5i0N. 10 CON-
sider other materials fo perform the
work of sprayed-on fireproofing and
insulation.

Nol only is there a clear and pres-
ent dan er in the initial ap |cat|on
of ?sbes 0s on the health o the in-
stﬁ ers 3? nr 40 years hence,

when these buildings aré torn down.
the demo |t|on er iro If " not
gro erly controll e dmore 5
estos fibers tq the atmo Phere The
fime to use substitutes asbestos
Jyjjrayed insulation is now,

IF\/n«?9fnA-rms



