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THR NMEDICAL ASPXCTS OF TEE USE OF ASERSTOS
AND ASERSTOS PRODUCTS VITHIN THE DU PONT CONPANY

A BaSOIADdUR with the above title was Drepared ia early
Bovember 1966 reporting the discussions held at Hasksll
laboratory on Ostober 25.

Cartalin ¢f the proposials mede at that meeting are dbeing
earried out by the Enginesering Departasat, bDut ia gsneral the
medical recommendations have not beea implementad.

A survey of plant pliysicians by lettsr suggests that at
least we do not have an epidexie of respirstory dissase among
those with an obkvious exposure to0 asbestos, but I regard this
as oaly useful preliminary laformation - not the end of the
investigation. There are fouwr reascas wiy the proposala mads
in the msmorandum should be implemented.

l. Ths data developed to date 18 suggestive but not
‘ conglusive, and both from the humanitarian and
legal points of view the data must be coavinaing
not oaly to cursealwes-dut if necessary to a
be able to demonstrats
t only 40 ws 0ot have a bhealth prodlem dus
0 asbestos, Lut that the research asthods used
ware sush that a protles would have been uncovered
if it existed.

2. e long “insudation period® that may exist detween
&8Destos exposure and the davelcpment of cancer
requires that we fogus cur attention oa the
exposures ogsurring to employees in the period
1902-1952. At that period the number of employeee
ws maller (1930, 37,000 employees; 1940, 53,000
eEployees; 1950, éo.ooo employees) and the potantial
eXposures mAay have bdeen much less,
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Becsuase of Point 2 above, 1t is reasonable to
postulats that dus to the increase in the use of
asbestos and the sise of the population at risik
that it will be ia the years ahead that the
probles will dsvelop rather than nscessarily deing
present At this time.

If we can damconstrats that at present there is no
undue incidence of carcincma dus to asbestos, this
will be very gratifying; but it does not msan that
the study should ead, It will be important to

continue monitoring the exposed populations and s
suitable control group to see whether (because of

Point 3) an occupational disease develops at a
later date.

If we oconsidered the points made at the meeting i{a October
1966 valid, then they remain valid today and we should put thea

into operation subject always to modification ia the lignt of
further iaformation.
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