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Certain-teed Products Corporation

P. O. DOX 113 . AMDLER PENNOYLVANIA

Private & Confidential May 4, 1964

Mr. Clifford Sheckler
Johns-Manville Corporation
22 E. 40th Strect

New York 16, New York

Dear Cliff:

I am enclosing this review of Dr. Selilkoff's paper on the

assumption that you have not seen it. You can imagine the re-
action to this article at our local plant.

Sincerely,

CERTAIN-TEED PRODUCTS CORP,

@ )
QZ,/zM D S{é’\uf
Leon D. llorowitz
Supervisor of Safety
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Ry KARL ABRAHAM

Of The Bulletin Staff
Ashestos, one of -industry’s
Imost impartant and widely
usad raw materials, was placed
under addilional suspicion here

vesterday as a possible cause of
cancer, :

Here is some of the evidence

.'- - 7‘( Eve. Bllebr (/%/r.), e l/’/’_‘."‘/ 30/{9“’ S
oftors Say Working Wit , &
May Cause Cancer After Many Years

that was presented by a New
York physician, Dr, I J. Schi-
koff, to a mecting of the Ameri-
can Industrinl Hygicne Assacia-
tion in the Sheraton llatel,

Dr. Selikoff's medical re-
search team has studied all of
the men who have become meme.
bers of the New York City-New.
aric, N, J. locals of the Interna-
ltional Union of Heat and Frost
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Health Resecarch Instilute of
Fairleigh Dickinson University
recently had reported creating
cancers in hamsters: by inject-
ing ashestos into the lining
around their tungs.

He said that the hazard of
malipnant discases of the lungs
of ashestos workers cngaged in
specific industrial’ operations

the peaperty ol honp made by
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such as mining and ashestos
processing had been reported 30
years ago, ‘ i

The New York arca huilding
trades workers, however, was
“a proup with relatively little
ashestos exposure,” said - Dr.
Sclikoff. ’

So formidable were the Im-
plications of this study, said Dr.
Sclikoff, that-nll of-the huld-
inps trades workers in the
United States and workers in
selected other industrics should
he subjected to the widest pos-
sible study, so that this and
some other materials under sus-
picion could be provén or lai
to rest.

:&900 Products

Insulators and Asbestos Work-
ers, AVL-CIO, since Dec. 31,
1942, They are building trades
workers.

Research Report

At the end of a 20-vcar per-
lind, as of Dec. 31, 1962, report-
Jed Dr. Schikoff, the researchers
noted the following:

—They _selceted records of
£32 men who had been exposed
10 asbestos for 20 years. On the
hasis of general population
mortality statistics, 203 should
have dicd. However, the aclual
death rate in the group was 255.
The diffcrence was almost en-

}

tirely attributable to death from
cancee.
| —In this group there-should
(have been, according to general|were about three million build-
averages, hetween six and seven jing trades workers in the nation.
\dcalhs because of cancer in the|In addition, he said, there are
lungs or the pleura, a sac sur-|ahout 3,000, ashestos products,
|rounding the lungs. Actually,|from pipe insulation to auto
thore were 45 such cancer vic- |prake linings to floor tile, with
tims. Theyv would have expect-
jed lcss than ten cancers of the{workers. .
colon and rectum, but -there| I doubt that modern indus-
were 20. ' } try could survive without asbes-
| —Bronchingenic  cArCiNOMA | o5, World nproduction  has
|was responsible for almost one|prown {rom 30,000 rans in 1900
put of cvery five deaths, an in-} (o more than three million tons
cidence soven times that €X-jin 1860, said Dr. Seliloff.
jpected dn the r.cngrnl popula-|  warking with Dr, Setikoff are
Jhnn, -
'Cancers in Hamsters
‘ Dr. Selike{f pointed out that Iospital v Y
Ipr. William E. Smith of the Hammond also is dircelor

in MNew York. Dr.
of

}-lé“;a‘id ‘he estimaled therel

an undetermined number  of

Dy, Jacolh Churp and Dr, t. (':‘Wf .
ler Hammond, all of ML, Sinui}

copic o
joI ' eparted_that of ),
the Juils canced victims studied ®
inNew York, all had been ex-f
pognel o ashastes at lenst 22+
vears, This, e said, indicated .
thet if titir concers were relats
ediin (ite asbratos, then it was a
vors sinwly doyeloping dissase. ||

frise expasurd of these worlke

ey

ers Tvhuifdiog trades, he said,

wonle . heepraater than that of
the sancial pepubitinn, but how |
much ranter it was"wouid hel
hard 1o 55y without cohsidcra-|r
bly miprt tonearch,

o dif-note thata rcsmrchcrlf
worling in Squth Africa had"

dlstudice e ungs of a larped

proun nipreeta theee and found B
25 ',)cm!}t-to fontain ashestos:
particle:in £riall amounts.
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