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Address all communications until further notice to

THAMES HOUSE, MILUBANK, UOWOON, S.W.l
Inland Telegrams: Ethylport, Sowest* London Telephone: Victoria 1802 (i-lines)

llth December, 1939.

Dr. R.A. Kehoe,
Dept, of physiology. 
College of Medicine, 
University of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati,
Ohio, U.S.A.

Dear Dr. Kehoe,

I am sending you herewith some copies of correspondence which I 

have received from Alan Tully regarding Dr. de Priester’s medical supervision 

of the Asiatic’s plant at Tandjong Priok. Java. I think you will find this 

correspondence to be quite self-explanatory. I am also enclosing a copy 

of my reply to Tully.

I would be interested to receive your observations on this matter 

in due course. With kind regards,

K£ 0013370

Yours sincerely,



HF/MB.

>

llth December, 1939.

ifr. A.G. :rully,
C/o. H/Y. de Bataafsche Petrol earn Mij.» 
Handalszaken, 
pociateitsstraat, 
ourabaya,

Dutch East Indies.

Dear ^an,

Many thanks for yoat letter of the Sth November, with which you sent 
me copies of correspondence which you hare had with Dr. Se Priester. To be 
quite frank I do not know if we, as laymen, are justified in advising our 
nodical consultants on the purely medical aspects of their work. I know 
that many of our doctors quite definitely wish to sake urine examinations 
purely for control purposes. Dr. de Priester*s suggestion that he would 
Ilk© to carry out a complete urine analysis once a year would appear to me 
to be perfectly reasonable. I certainly think wo should pay Dr. de Priester 
for this particular examination which has been carried out.

X am writing to Dr. Kehoe on this matter and I have no doubt that 
he will get into direct touch with Dr. de Priester as to his own wishes on. 
the matter.

Yours sincerely.

H. F03SETT.

KP 00133?;

N14871.01
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No t  ember 6 th, 1939

Mr. H. Fossett,
The Associated Ethyl Co. Ltd,, 
Thames House,
Millbank. S.iff.l

Dear Hugh,

r ec e iv ed
IQ

an s d .

;.'e have had certain, correspondenp^h^ith Dr. de Priester 
whom we retain in Tandjong Priok, Java, regsdpdingveertain tests which 
he on his own initiative had made, and regardin^vwbdch he is now
debiting us for the expenses attach

I am enclosing copies herew'3 
subject and you will see thatJrh^ve tr\ec 
urine analysis is not necessq 
poisoning actually exists.

eto.

our correspondence on the 
sto establish the fact that 

suspected that lead

an just wqiiHelvLng wh^.herj>r not in Dr. Eehoe’s instruc­

tions to Dr. de Pries|ei^d(ir attiw&e in certain matters such as this 
was clearly explained,\Njnf<^Cvtunately, some of these doctors who do 
not speak English very w^lis^in. sometimes misinterpret instructions 
and, therefore, I believe xtj^fght be well if you would refer this 
matter to Dr. Kehae and leave it up to him -whether he thinks further 
instructions to Dr. de Priester would be beneficial.

As regards the bill which Dr. de Priester has submitted, you 
will note that I have not accepted it, nor have I actually refused 
payment and this again I would like to offer for your opinion; Do you 
consider that it would be better for us to pay the bill and obtain the 
goodwill of Dr. de Priester, or would the settlement of his account 
establish a precedent which might bring about recurrences of this sort 
of thing in the future?

During my next trip to Batavia, I shall endeavor to have 
further discussion with Dr. de Priester and to invite his co-operation 
in falling in line with our ideas on medical examinations. Prior to 
that, I trust that I will be able to hear from you and that your sugges­
tions will be of considerable help to me.

KE 00]33? O N14871.02
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Mr. B. Fossett November 6 th. 1959

With reference to the proposed trip through the East, it appears 
quite possible, due to the noraial conditions in that area, that I shall 
be able to get a ;ay about the middle of 1/eeember, and as soon as xay 
itinerary is complete, I shall forward such information so that you may 
advise the companies concerned. The short notice v/hieh I can give you 
is due to the fact that air lines etc. are limited in giving out definite 
information regarding schedules and, therefore, it may he better if as I 
proceed on my trip, I contact with my next stop by wire advising them of 
my arrival which it is quite possible might be slightly different than the 
date which appears on the itinerary with which I will furnish you, this 
of course being due to irregularities in service over which %ve have no

Original by ship mail 
Copy by air .
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November 6th, 1939
L'r. ':.F. de Priester, 
feeboulevard 13,
TAPIJPEG Palos Java.

Tear T r. da Priester,

X wish to acknowledge your letter of October 27th, 
also the receipt of four routine medical reports in favor of B.P.M. 
employees at Tandjong Priok.

Pith, further reference to ^kx discussion regarding 
the urine tests for the presence of lead, I iks to advise that
none of our doctors finas it necessary to pr&e^ec v>dth urine teste unless 
he is quite sure that the individual has other s$»av<aas of lead poisoning, 
us a result, your action in this rnttes^tss^ather uHi^s and, unfortunately,
I ho not have the authority to increase fees unless a special request
is first Ktfidu by us for you to incur aadiM-Oftal expenses.

Vith furth6i-pr^feronc^ytV this natter, vjould you 
kir.dly examine the form Mil- foVroutine medical reports? In
the body of the report, you wilr\s&^'<!lk Cases of Illness whore lead might 
be suspected, further obsws^ationX.ar*' required (to include results of test 
for haemoglobin ;■ ), stip^l^a^of red'Ne&io.s, load in urine, etc.), From this 
entry in our report f ors^§''you pun well assume that extra tests nsec only be 
aa.de where an individual WsshVeak suffering from sons illness to which you 
attach the presence of isa<f^Jm[jjr cases such as this, naturally, we would 
require and request you to rouSS’'’a more particular examination, but as long 
as the men shew no signs of illness, that their health appears quits normal 
ana that they have no obvious symptoms of lead poisoning, then complicated 
tests such as lead in. urine need not be resorted to. As a matter of fact, 
urine analysis for lead poisoning must be carried out in a lead-free laboratory 
otherwise the results are not dependable, >ve are aware that the average 
doctor whom we engage as our consultant does not have such a laboratory, and, 
therefore, it is to be assumed that providing urine tests are required by us 
we should be responsible for the charges thus made necessary.

If you still feel that we are vosponsible for the 
expenditure incurred with urine test3, will you kindly let me know and 1 shall 
make advances to our London office for settlement?

I trust that this information v/ill be helpful and that 
everything will prove mutually satisfactory.

Very truly yours.

N14871.03
Cony by air mail 
Original by ship

Representative, The Associated Ethyl Go. Ltd.


