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THE 4. WILHELM COMPANY

Today the A. Wilhelm Company occupies 28 duildings whieh
cover 20 acres in Reading, Pennsylvania. A branch of the Glidden Company,
it is the largest producer of syndicate stors paints, varninhﬁl and enamels
in the world-~- a field in which the Wilhelm Company pioneered in 1910.

The story of the Wilhelm firm since 1919 has been s highly
important chapter in the story of the Glidden Company, one of the worldss
largest producers of paints, varnishes, 1ao§mrs, enamsls and other produsts,
B,nt. from 1857, when Aarcn and Willism Wilhelm founded their paint business
in Xaston, Pa., to 1919, when 1t became part of Glidden, the A. Wilhelm firm
wrote its own success story.

Originally called A. Wilhelm and Brother, the company was
moved from Baston $o0 Reading in 1871, where it first occupied a three-story
plant at 221 Poplar Street. After i1ts removel $o Keading, the young firm
prospersd,

In 1878 Williem Wilhelm withdrew from the firm and Talter S.
Davis was brought into the business, 'nxé company name wﬁa changed t0 A.

¥ilhelm & Co. The company contimued to grow and by 1886 Wilhelm products
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were being scld in eight different ituten. Sales were steadily mounting.

Three yoars later Founder Aaron Wilhelm died and the company
| was incorporated as The A. Wilhelm Company. Oharles %. Wilhelm, son of the
founder, was pruident' and Walter 8. Davis secretary and treasurer.

" Yor several years the new corporation remained at the Poplsr
Street iocntion. The two-man paint factory had grown and now was recognized
as the largest paint manufacturer in Pennsylvanie cutside of Philadelphia. By
1901 larger cguarters were needed.

Mr. Chnrlea.ﬂilhaln. in addéition <o the paint factory, had

acguired a nut and bdolt works located at Third end Bern streets in Reading,

He merged this eompany with another, rem-ved the eguipment from the nlant and

the Third and Bern location became the.nev‘ home of the A. ¥ilhelm Company.
Growth bf the firm continued. In 1916 more than 110 pcr;ona were

employed in the Kilhelm plunt and office. It was during this period thet Wilhelm

originated 10-cent paint, vernish and enamal products for sale in chain and

syndicate stores, ) -

The Wilhelm payrocll numbered 150 in 1;919 when the $hriving firm
became an important part of the Glidden Company. Under Clidden‘*s danner it has
achieved even greatar. success,

The Glidden Company itself wgs founded in 1870 as the ;plidden
Vernish Company, &s it was known until 1917 when Adrian D, Joyce hentied a

syndicate which purchased the company in its entirety,
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Lesn than thres ysars later the new ocrasnization sprang into
national ;rauimoo tlrough the consolidation of 18 paint ane varniah companies
under the nsme Of T-e Gltdden Company. Includsd in the consolidation were
plants and murketing facilities iz Conada, Califvraia, Texas, lhmcchmtﬁ,
Elsscuri anéd lLoulsiana, Omne of the most importent ¢f the new ccripanies was
the X. ¥{lheln M. Feafling, Pencsylwvania,

This consclidstion, paradoneqnf. first led the company into
the wide dlmlﬁuti@'ot produsta for which the new Glidden is kXnown. In
addition to the original lime of paints and varnishes, the company now began
mesufacturing arsenical poisons, imsscticidesa, dry eclors, chemicals and lin-
seed oil,

}&r. Joyoo and his mssociates reslized n-nn the outsst thnt cer:isin
essential raw materials could be manufactured far more cheaply than they eould be
purchased and that control of these ras msterials would give groater atrength and
i{ndependence to the company. Thay also knew this would provide plants and
1oqu$;:=ent which could be utilized to mmke othor products end to broeden the scupe
of their markes. : -

This policy led Glidden into such ae;nungly unrclated fialds as
paints, .fooda snd chemicals. Yet, each step led logicalily %o the next one,
each product to the one whieh followed. How those steps developed is shown
by Glzdden'ﬁ linsced oil cperstiana. ]

linsesd oil is an important raw material in paint ana virniah
and iz its 1919 comoh.dniion. 0lidden asquired s linmeed oil plant loccted in
ft, Louis. %he crushing sesscn for ths menufecture of linssed oil lestcd only
81x months an? the plant lay idle the rest of the ysar, (licden, searching for
ar oper:tica which would keap the blnnt busy ths year round, diacoversd its

machipery could be used in srushing the dried mesat of the cocoamut into a
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o Further experimentation revesled this vegetable oil could bo
further refined and made edible. And the paint eompany had entersd the food
business. o

To carry out this refining proceaa‘, the gcompany bought an
abandoned brenry‘ and its squipment, nd the cocoanut oil became margarine,
hard butter, biscuit coatings and kindred péodnctu which are widely sold to
bakerfes. The company then moved further into the food businsss.

Margarine plants were purchased in Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohioc
and on the Pacific Coast. The plants and facilities of E. R. Durkee & Co.,
Mnnt. Logg Jaland were lcqniroe, as was the Dunhsm Corpesny, an old,
established dealer in shred cocoanut snd other packaged goods, The sntirs
food business then was conlolidnm under the name of Durkoc; s Femous ¥oods
Inc.. tims perpetuating the famed Durkee brand nams.

It was at this point that foods, paints a8d chemicals meshed
‘together, To take further advaniage of its wide grocery outlets, Glidden
begen mamufacturing powdered blueing, Paris ‘g'e‘e; and other insecticide=z. as
end cutgrowth of Glidden*s interest in vegstable oll processing and food
marufacture, attention was drawn to the soya bean as a sowrce of food and
paint oils.

After thorough investigation, the Gliﬁdon Company congfructed
a large soya bean processing plant in Chicago. This 'plant soon was 1:-x;oduc1ng
soya be=n flour, soya bean proteins used in the mamufacture of plaatica, paper
coatings, water thimed paint and lacitl;in. important in the paint, wood pre-

serving, rubber, candy, baking and margarine industriss.
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The a._nam Company*s trnsition from paint to chemicals, pigments
and lead is aizilar. '

Pigments are as i=portant as linsced oil in the menutatare of
peints nd Clidden purchassd a chemical plant in order to cqntrol its pigmants.
This gave the Firm 1% first contast with the printing bueiness, in whick colored
pimﬁ also are umsed. '

Ehise lead ezms with the purchase of the Fuston lLead Co. at
Scranton, Peansylvanic, snd red lead w.th the purchase of the Ustals Jiefizing
Co. at Earmond, Ind. Theas snguisitions started snother ehain of m;mu.
azong then litharge, used extensively by rubder and varnish manufactursrs; type
metal and badbit; battery metal end copper powdsr.

Utilization o tin and zine, which came t0 the lead plants in
acrap products, brought the company imto thess industriec. This led %o the pur-
chase of zinc and leasd mipes in oanlifornis and they, in turn, to the buying of
the Sscramento Valley and Eastern Kailroed.. |
' Iz acdition %0 zine and lend, the nines produced asa.ll quantities
of gold and silver, Bmnslters were buillt to recoyer these precicus metals. The
zinc becams zinc oxifde, used in painta and rubber. .The erude lead reaidues went to
leed plants and sawe ©f the zine found its way into lithopons, an inportant pigsent.
Sines ba-ium wes required for this profuct, Clidden bought berytes properiies in
Celiforria an® began producstion of barium sulphide end dleached brrium.

The 81veraified development of the corpany kas nsturally hrougﬁt
atout @ reelizmment of Glidden business. Paint end vorsish production now com-
prises 2T per éont of the total wolume, rooé products 51 per cent, chemicals and -
pignents 16 pcr cent and soya products 20 per cent. The A. Kilhela Compeny of
Tesding is a lerge and 1’rpcrtant sepment.

| The genersl hesdguarters of the Clidden Compan) are in Clevelani.
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Glidden operates paint factories in uudiné. Cleveland, Chicegn,
£%. louia, Haw Orlsens, San Francisco, Los Angeles, liinnespolia, Toronto. rood
'plgntl are located in Xlmhurst, 01!.13650, Priland, Bcrkoley. Korwalk, C., and
louisville, F'y. Also unéer Glidden operstion are & soys plant in Chicmgo, @ _
scap factory in louisville, pigmeat plants in SS. Helena, Collinaville, Uakland
and Seranton, zinc and hrytu‘li‘nu in cmrornin ané peint stores in mejor
citien fron coast to coast.

Under Glidden monagement, Reading®s A. ¥ilhelm Cowpeny has kept
up 1%s constant reecord of m A unified aales plan, toccther with stendard-
1zation of products snd colors, have led snles and production figurce to new
helghts., Today the 28 Rilhalm ﬁllntl employ between 400 and 500 employees who
handle more than 25,000 tons of paint products & year.

President of ths GliGden Company anf, therefore, of tho A. ¥ilhalm
Company, §s adrian L. Joyes. Mr. Joycs is pationa'ly famcus for his foresight
sz a lsader in his industry. His policy of operating a widely diversified yeot
'highly integrated business hes been initated in many other busincasesx,

Director of the A. ¥ilhelm Company branch of Glidden is Frod B.
Tickhem. 4 resident of Reeding, he directs the company with the title of
rerionsl director. '

Dther sxescutive o2ficers of tho Clidden Company are H. Re Horsburgh,
vice president; N. %M. lLevenhagez, senior vice president; W. J. (*Prien, vice

president; Dwight F. Joyce, vics president, and J. A. Petern, troa-ﬁ;g-cr.
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