r. . A Minthorne,
121 South 81xth Street,
Cclumbus, Ohio.

Pear Dr. Minthorne:

I have no iwsormation at all that would lead me to believe
that there is sny relationship between lead absorptlion and
the develoument of s cyst of ine pancreas. We have never
seen & case c¢i thils type, nor have we had any reports of
this conditlon among the rather muuerous groups cf vorlisrs
of the lead trades with whom we have direct and indirect
contact. Off hand, I do nct sce any pococ reason why there
should be any such secondary or compllcating lesion In lead
poisoning. I do not mean by thls to indicate that we know
all that should be known about lead polsoning, but so {far as
I mow, there ls no resson to suspect that damage to the nane-
creas occurs specilflcally, selectively, or even occasionally
in lead poisoning.

I am just a llittle it curious as to vhat you mean in saying
that ".eceee.lead poisoning.......had been proven by bloccd
evamination." So far as I am awvare, there 1s no way of
proving the existence of lead polsoning by a blood exsmina-
tion. The presence of the stippling within certaln quantita-
tive limits 1s strongly suggestive evidence, of course, 1f
ihe numerous other causes of stippling can be reasonably
eliminated. Otherwise; I know of no laboratory measure that
‘will provide e tasis for the dlagnecsis of lead poisoning,
although the presence of sufficlent quantities of lecad in the
tissues, blocd or excreta will Indicate the occurrence and
the epproximate magnitude of the lead absorption. The diage
nosls can be made., hovwever, cn the basis of clinlcal evlidence
of illness that ig characteristlic of lead Intoxicatlion znd
that 1s not riore readlly explalned by other causes.

I make mention of the cdiagnostic aspects ¢f' the problem for

the reason that the dlagnosis of lead poilsoning 1s made nuch
too readlly. 411 that 1s requlred in many instances 1s a
history of some type of lead exposure, without regerd to its
severity. For this reason I should be very susplclilous of the
report of the French surgeon referred to in your letter, unless
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of lead poisoning vere given

Cordially yours,

B O-Dert A . Kehoe » I"i « Do
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