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THE DISCOVERT COMPANY
UNION CARSIOE CORPORATION • MINING & METALS DIVISION • P.O. BOX 579 • NIAGARA FAUS, N. Y. 14302 • TEL: 715-273-3376

95 Franklin Street 
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Mr. Flugge: .

This letter and attachments provide the technical supporting information on the 
spraying of asbestos-containing materials which was mentioned in iny comments present­
ed on September 25, 1975, copy enclosed. These comments were directed to the pro­
posed Erie County Air Quality Code, Article 111, Title 9, Section B, on Asbestos.

The spraying of asbestos has received substantial publicity as a health hazard, 
primarily as a result of the extensive use of sprayed-on asbestos as a fire proof­
ing and insulation material. Industry recognized that this practice, which involved 
materials containing 10 to 80% asbestos and little or no permanent binder, was 
hazardous; and, accordingly, it has been discontinued. However, it is our firm belief 
that various materials containing small quantities of asbestos can be applied safely 
by spraying«with no significant hazard either to the worker or the general public, 
and further that such spraying can be done in total compliance with the Federal 
OSHA Health Standard dealing with asbestos and the EPA National Emission Standard 
for Hazardous Air Pollutants. The subject applications generally involve the spray­
ing of paints and coatings where asbestos is a minor but important constituent added 
to give critical properties to the material. These coatings are applied wet as a 
slurry or liquid thus precluding the generation of airborne asbestos dust in excess 
of accepted Federal threshold limits.

Our data were obtained at comnercial locations under routine operating conditions. 
Samples were collected in the breathing zone of the operator during active spraying 
procedures and do not include breaks, lunch, and similar non-working conditions. The 
results thus represent the highest exposure level for each particular operation and 
the time-weighted average (TWA) during an eight hour shift would be much lower. 
Environmental exposure's outside the work area would be even lower than the TWA due 
to dilution by other air. All samples were collected on mi Hipore filters and counted 
at 400x using phase contrast illumination in accordance with Federal OSHA regula­
tions.

The data were obtained at 21 different industrial locations throughout the 
United States. These or very similar operations are probably practiced to some extent 
in Erie County.

For convenience, the data are divided into four catergories based on the char­
acteristics of the binder, and are presented in this manner in Tables 1 through IV . 
Details of the type and quantity of binder, the main uses, and the asbestos content 
are supplied with each category. An overall summary is shown below:

October 23, 1975

Mr. Robert W. Flugge
Deputy Commissioner
Department of Environmental Quality Union Carbide 353
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JLM/ejp
cc: Dr. H.B. Rhodes

bcc: R.E. Byrne, Jr. R.L. Schult
R.F.X. Fusaro W.C. Thurber .
J.V. Murray

y truly yours,

ionn L. Myers 
Marketing Manager
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