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SUBJECT: Asbestos - Attached
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Comments on possible heslth hazards of finely ground asbestos appear to
be ipcreasing. Eas Research considered this? Any Federal contzols on
i1ts use could cause us real problems.
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5N } ..Takmg Giant Steps ' " Sources of airborne asbestos
T Twe chemical process companies
; took gisnt steps toward diversifying __Asbestos-lined duets used in centrally agir-canditioned building:
- h&&.ﬂmvﬁh :

A.sbutos ducts and insulation in home central-heating plants..

and two paper compaties with com- .
SRC~.: biried sales of“nearly $1. billion/yess ™ = _ <. Motor vehicle buke l’mm:s and clutch plates,
mamﬁnamu Yore el e e
v (= g - . -;,,Auto undematmg:. SRR '
{.‘ ST ;. 3 el -Asbestos cefling and: ﬂoor tﬂes. R o

-Asbctos shmgl- and sndm

et Fitting, cutting, and removing “asbestos-filled wallboards
-‘ oqnnp,,plpmg and lnsulatxon. .
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s nd " Ari Engsped Sinc RS §m="p5=!-’-='-"*°'°m mtmd effluent from asbestos processing plants.
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7% (e Wonk and Midiod, Tex), » Asbestos: Aw ing Tr al’
. :ff{::‘ group of five companies invoived in
i * ..-offshore-and onshore drilling opera- The asbestos industry——whose wd

- "uau. have apud .10 merge subject
Y10 stockholders’ approval. The Me-
:Farisnd group operstes five offshore
L. . v drilling rigs in the Gulf of Mexice.

* 7"~ " ) A tentative agreement to merge

prodacts are valoed at more than $500
wmillion/yesr~=may be in for a shake-
. up. It conid come in the form of
federal lcgisiation limiting the use of
asbestos, because asbestos has been sc-

. has beea reached by US. Plywood  cused——though not yet “convicted™=-
L Corp. (New York] and -Champion
177 Pspers. Inc. (Hamilton, O:).-Ris sub-' ;b “contender for asbestos narlms:

« it 10 both dircetors® and mockhold-
T e spproval. The corporate identities
{ * ol both companics will be preserved.

plasties.

Reeent studies have convinesd US.
Public Health Service specialiss and
uther medical authorities that about
40% of all Americans have. mild,
chronic cases of asbestosis, even
though most of them ncver worked
directly with asbestos.

Unlike other airborne dust particles,
ashestos fibers have the ability—ale
must as much as activated carbon-—
to absord polycyclic hydrocarbons

Reducing Gas Rates

The Federal Power Commision has

. ordered E! Paso Natural Gas Co. and

« . Transwestern Pipeline Co. to reduce

by S17 millum/yer the price of na.

. " .tural gas in the souxhem California
market,

The rate cut stems from the July
26 decision in which FPC tumned
down the application of Gulf Pacific
Pipcline Co. (a Tenneco subsidiary)

. ° to supply gas to the Los Angeles area
(CIV. Aug. 6. p. 20). Gulf Pacific
last week filed for a rehearing.

il Paso and Transwesiern were
told they.would have to lower their
rates to reticet the lower costs result.
ing from the bhigzer deliverics pose ad medicsl exacrts say there's no

. siblé in the ctpanded system. At the = = *» awew hyvdrocacbon conteat
ame time, FPC s3id it would condust - e luag deposits. .
furthes proceedings to decide if cus. \inoriesn Cancer Society researche
tomers should got additional hencfits  ars feel certain there is a synerpistie
‘rewslting from more liberal deprecia- rc!.nivm'nip among airhorne asbestos,
tivn allowances. wniing and lung sancer. They reason

FPC has given the companies 45 | that the nondegradable, hvdrcczrbm-
dayw (0 show cause why the redustion weaked filers may well be a Sohstant
should not take place. ruizrse of lung irsitation,

USPHS. in the past JO years the a3-
bevtoserelsted cancer rate has ine
creased sixfold,

The Inferences: While the average
ashestor worker is well protected, the
man on tie wres: is not. The 3xl.
mizzan 2iwetas S« in his lungs can
=2 from 2 varizty of sources (iable,
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and ancnicsls. Furthermore, says ¢

_PHS officials think it may
them up to fSve years to etz
asbestoes’ true role a3 an air pollt
However, Congress may act b
the rssearch is Snished. Says R
sentative Robert Watkins (R.,
"We've seen enough evidemce

T saamﬁam breajth bazmed: -Probe, . . 15dy. Asbestes will pever get 2 ¢

bill of health, With just a little 1
data wel move for controls
strict onen"”

Some form of asbestos contn
in the offing, public halth off
are certin, il only part of 2 L
clean-ambient-air program. How
there is the danger that Congress
enact rigorous controls on the qu
ty of asbestes that could be used

In that case both Canada and
asbestes  products  manufacn
would be hard hit. Of the five fc
of asbestos mined wday, chrys
asbestos holds the predominant.y
ket position because of its ins
ing and procemting qualities. Cs:
produces more than 30% of the ¢
sotile asbestos used in the U'.S
hoth countries, 3 number of se
dislocations would occur,

At present, there is no known
terial that couid fill all of ashe
strategic roles. On the other }
should federal controls merely
for higher standards for binders
shieldings. that would spark a ri
new products, with plastics t:
the lead.

Reason, say industry spokes
present  polymer technoiosy ¢
easily turn up products to replac
bestos in most end-uses.




