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Bear Colleagus: NUT COME FROM PPG FILES

ICF_CAMPAIGN PROMOTING EFFECTIVE MEASURES ON PVC-CANCER HAZAROD

ICF AFFTLIATES ACHIEVE "NO EXPOSURE" STANDARDS IN U.S.

Rapid devslopments in regard to ressarch and ths eatablishment of
new safaty standards ars occurring thanks to the prampt action by ICF affil-
iates in & number of countriss around the world. Following the initiation

@ of the ICF's World Campaign in January 1374 after the alert on cancer dsaths
and the confirmation of acro-ostsolysis disscose among PVC-workars, the con-
certed Action Program on the health hazards has been producing effective
rasults. .

Due to our trade union affiliates’ combined sfforts, and sspecially
the pilongering work of the United Rubber Workers of Amarica, the 0il,
Chemical end Atamic Workers. and the Internaticnal Chemical Workers of the
U.S.A. under the lsadership of URW President Peter Bommarito, and thoir
Health and Safety Directors Louis Baliczky, Anthony Mazzocchi and Larry Ahemn
rasp., as wall as the U.K. Transport and Genaral Workers Union and Genaral
and Municipal Workers Union, the IG-Chemis~-Papisr-Keramik in Germany., the
Unicns Italiana Lavoratori Chimici ®UILCID® in Italy, the Swedish Factory
Workers Union (Svensika Fabriksarbetarefortundat), Norwegian Chamical and

. Paperwarkars ( Norsk Kjemisk Industriarbeiderforbund and Norsk Papirindustri-
arbeidarforvund), the Australian Rubber Workars and others, our campaign
has devaeloped into a highly effsctive, world-wide action.

As a result, new standards and awarsnass of the hazard have been

achieved in a number of countries, largely due to prompt and gffective actions
by ICF affiliatas:
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Prasident Enar Agren of the Swadish Factbry Workers Union (Svenska
% Fabriksarbotarefarbundat) reports that through thair Oivision for Work
Environment Mattaprs thay succeasded in having Vinyl Chloride gas registsrsd
88 & toxic substencs by tha National Board of Product Supervision., This Board -
has als revoked ragistered trademarks for a variety of insacticides,
Copyright - raproducticn aifiliatus waly l 2= (1 130«
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pesticides and simdlar products contazninr Ve, whzch can no 1oncer be sold

“ on the market.

Lrother Agzren further reports that in the one plant in Swaden, wnich )
makes Vinyl Chloride Monomer, the managemant has received instructions to )
keep exposure lavels to 20 ppm for the tinme beinz. with an occesional excess )

up to the SU ppm lavel toleratad.

"7 The employers must now keep records of all workers exposed to Vinyl
Chloride and Polyvinyl Chloride, inecluding those employed in rubober plants,
and the physician in charge is examining all workers who have been in con-
tact with VC and PVC. All the local unions organizinj; warkers in VCM, PVC

and PVC~processing plants have been alerted, and lstters sent to the

cmployers' Association requesting full cocperation in a Joint investigation o
of the hazords. . L - 113
Q
Medical records at the oldest plant in Sweden have, among autoclave —
workers, brought out two cases of deaths due to cancer of the liver, some ' - =i~
time back. ltowever, these two ceses were not registered as angicsercoma - <o {4,
but the diagnosis is nmow undsr review, and new scanning of the repisters :ﬁ;f;; Qo
is under way. ‘Records 'of all workers in the plant are now being collatad &=
and cross- checkad with the National Cancer Register. B i :g
Due to* the mtervention of the Morwepian Paperworkers (Norsk Papir= i :"""
industriarbeiderforbund) and the Chemical Workers (MNorsk Kjemisk Industri- =~ -~ ..“‘1.:."
a arbeidarforbund]), local unions have now taken the matter up directly with o =
the plant managers and a national investigation has been initiated in co- © i S
operation with the Hational health Service. T e
_ D ey
Following discovery of numerous cases of acro-osteolysis and several = =
suspected angiosarcoma cases at the Troisdorf plant of Dynamit MNobel in the
Federal Republic of Germany, Chemical Industry officers of the IG-Chemie-’
Papier-Keramik have been’actively pushing research projects in conjunction
with the Medical Clinic of Donn University and the Chemical Industry's
Joint Union-Manazemant Profassional Asscciation (Cerufsgenossenschaft dar
Chemischen. Industrie), which is responsible for supervising and monitoring
health and-safety conditions in the Chemicael Industry. New stringent standards
of exposurs ‘levels are being pressed by the IG-Chemie- for the Federal Republic
of Germany.
- "Mearwhile, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, which is in-
vestigating Aerocsol products using VCM as o propellant, orcersd all makers
of Aerosol household products (hair-s sprays, deodorants, insecticides, etc.)
containing VCM to produce data on usage, toxicity, and the period of pro-=
duction. The Agency admits that it is presently considering banning all
these 'products from cmerc;él sales. _ | BB UOOObL@-T

Japanese medical suthorities have issued a ban on further salas of
these products until further data ars at hand.

. Similar actions are taking placs in Belgium, France, Holland, Turkay,
Argentina, Australia and Japan. ICF offiliates in thess countriss have re- .

portad initiatinc prurrams at b th tha company and plant lavels in order to
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secure the introduction of adequate safety standards., and guarantee pro-
tection of tha health of their members in Vinyl Chloride Polymarization
and procassing.

It should be pointed out that in their investigations most ICF affil-
iates are discovering, in varying degrees., the existence of acro-osteolysis,
a disease also associated with Polyvinyl Chloride production, which has
bsen on the medical records for at least twenty years. Affillates are thers-
fore intensifying health programs and measures in regard to this “"Plastic
Disease,” which is another example of a long=known but little publicized
health hazard in the chemical industry.

. - . . fa e TS DOOUMENT DID
INDUSTRY SECRECY IMPOSED NOT OCMET r RO F PG F ILES

It. has now been confirmed beyond doubit’ that the rasearch work into
the relation between Vinyl Chloride Monomer gas and engiosarcoma of the
liver has deliberately been withheld from trade union and public knowledge.
Prof. C. Maltoni, who participated in the New York Academy of Sciences
Seminar on PVC, which ICF affiliates helped to organizs, indicated that his |
studies on rats, initiatad in Italy in 1971 by Montedison in cooperation with
ICI (Creat Britain), Rhdone-Poulenc (France) and Solvay (Dalgium). wera
made known to Amarican Companies in 1372, but put under a sascrecy agreement
which curtailed the release of annual test data. It was Prof. Maltoni's
deta which confirmed that in rats the safe concentration was not even
demonstrated at 50 ppm; at that time, the general safety standard set by
ths U.S., Government and others was 500 ppm.

, Since January 1974, when the active campaign began. our American
Colleagues, the United RuLber Workers, the 0il, Chemical and Atomic
Workers, and the Internaticnel Chemical Workers Union in cocperation with
Praf, Irving J. Selikoff of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine of the City,.
University of N.Y., succeeded in getting the standards drastically reduced ,
in the United States ~ from 500 ppm to "no-detsctable” exposure levels,

This is to be considered a major breakthrough, and we would like to extend
congratulations to our affiliates for the excsllent work. carried out. By
their actions we have succeeded in securing new standards in a numbar of
countries,

* . In our Circular Letter No. 55/74 on our PVC-Campaign, we informed
you that the U.S. Department of Lebor and the National Instituta for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) were projecting a no-detactable
e@xposure standard for VCM. This standard consists of exposures up.to
1 ppm - as maasured by the best available monitoring equipment. That the

exposurs standard has been brought from 500 ppm down to 1 ppm in this

relatively short periocd of time is further evidence for the effectivenass

of the campaign, and the rscognition of the inherent dengers.. [ "3570000csn"T
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We will certainly seek to have this accepted as & world standard -
st the ICF World Trade Union Seminar on the Threat of Cancer in tha Chamical
end Alliad Ingustries, which the ICF will organize in. Genpava in September/
Octobar. This Seminer is bringing tcgethar laadinz mndical sciantists in tna
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ﬁ! and ICF Union officers and health and safety directors oround the world
t review the world picture and formulate an effective Action Program for
s curing new and more effective enforcemant of adequate health standards.
This Seminar is being organized by ICF in cooperation with the New York

Academy of Sciences.
| | NOTE: THI2 DORLMENT DID'
NRURTRY PINTD CONTER: CFPENEE NOT COME FROM PPG FILES

This new no-detectable: exposurs standard for VCM is to go into effect
on June 1, 1974, However, already management spokesmen ara complaining
that it would require sensitive monitoring eguipment throughout the work
place, oxygen-supplied respirators, annual paid medical examinations of
employess, etc. It is to be axpested that the economics of profit will be
crganized against a rapid establishment of the protection of the workers'’
health,

Some like Mr. Barnes, a director of ICI, are going as far as to claim
that management has already lergely eliminated the hazard by newly introduced
improvemants. But an article produced in the London Times attributed the
following statement to Mr. Barnes, which, if true, constitutes & very sericus
lack of responsibility ond conscience on the part of ICI. In fact, certain
companies ars alrsady operating under 20 ppm thresholds which Mr. Barmes states

5 cannot be done by the British Chemical Industry. Mr. Barnes was speaking in
his capacity of Chairman of the British Chemical Industry Association Comwmittes
on Vinyl Chloride. Such a position is indefensible and is rejected not only
by ICF afflliates but by all responsible medical scientists as well.

We quote excerpts fraom the article im the Londeon Times: ......"The British
economy will repidly grind down if all exposure to a cancer-causing gas used
to make Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) is banned, Mr. Barry Barnes, a director of
ICI, said yaesterday.”

"We balieve ths residual risk is already very low and could be zero,
but we intend to reduce levels wtill farther”, he said. But if tha PVC
industry was made to guarantee that thers was no risk, there would have to be
no exposurs to the gas and the industry would grind to a halt.

*The industry would not be able to reduce the level below 10 parts,”
but he said, *Thers is no svidencs that levels of 50 parts a million can
cause liver cancer, but there is equally no evidence that it doas ru'.\t.Gr \ qud

A large Swiss Chemical Company relsased the statement that in their
new, modern plants, the autoclaves were absolutely laak-proof and no gas
was escaping into the work environment. Such assertions ars dangerocusly mis-
leading 1s they neglect to paint out that the greatest dangers ware for
workers who cleaned the autoclaves after gach two or three polymerization

. batches and not from leakages from faulty or inadequate equipment in modarn
plmt!. -------------

In compiling cur picturs of the actions of our affiliated organizations,
we heve esked all sffiliates to keep ICF headquartars informed on developments




in thair c.ountr;\.es. J.n regam .to changes in the safety ..tandax'ds. new

research. -Wndertakings, and measuress to ensurs protactian in both veM and
PVC prgcoessing.and utilization of end productse..

Fratarnally yours,

v \ . Charles Lavinson
Enclo;sgre S . Secrstary Gensral
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