/7i Merch 1y, 1947

Mr. Phillp Drinker,

Department of TﬂdHSuPLal Hygiene,

Harvard University School of Public Health,
55 ghattuck ere&t,

Boston 15, Mass.

Tear Phil:

I have your letter concernlng our collaboraticn in anslytical
work from itime to time as required bY clrcumstences at Alton,
Iilincis piant of Americasn Imelling snd reiining Company. Ve
sh&ll be very glad Lo do vieil we can Lo ussist you &nd them la
this maﬁta;, &l“hough we are gulte unwilling te pe drawn lato
situations thuat involve Uthe necesssity of testlumony in medico-legal
cases ; ¢Xeept &g such a s;zu&ticn is ebsolutely necessary. In
mest such situsiions tesitimony with refersnce to an ana?vtﬁca*
resull and it ﬁcauimg can be dune LY *ppos‘\i@n, snd wexl 7S Ve
would stieieh.a polnt in o case of unusual clgniiicance.

As you are propably avare, ve &are not intereated in diagnostic
work for fees oxr in medico-legsl vork for Ifees, ana in the regular
course of our werk of this type ve are much more concerned Lo have
an adeguate record of the cave ifor our own knowledge and sclentific
use than ve are in fees. lowever, ve collect ¢5.uv Der analysis

to cover the actusl cost of e work vhen Lt is nov & rinancilul
burden on a4 patient Qoneequcntly, I should like to have such
infermetion in tihis ty;e ci cases oitherwise we would nol be
Justifiled in concerning ourselves with 1t, siace as you will pro-
vebly resalize, cur facilities could Ge used eutlegly in lhls ¢

of work if we were willing to permit it.

“he ¢nly cither poini of irport&nce iz that we do no* iike Lo
examine aliquots of any matsrial. Not only is the diffilculty of
aliquoticn toc great in our minds, cspecially in the case of &
semple of urine, but &lso we 4o not iike to do analyses on ssmples |
excepl ag tqay ar% collected in our conitainers by meithods which we
prescriuv. &»ne moment a sunmple of urine hus develicoped & precipi-
tate, 1t i1g nc longer suitable for aliguotion, siuce the precipltate
is 1ikely to adhere to the comtainer and since it always contains a
slzable portion of the avallsble lead.) We do not like to analyze
& single sasmple of anything, in relation to a diagnustic problem.
Father ve insist upon having multiple samples or more than one
material. Our rcutlne in these cases consists in providing the
equlipment for teking two samples of blood and & spoc zsample of
urine; with instructions for voth procedures. The contalacrs cor

e malled to and fro, and the results can be made avallablie within
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‘48 hours after ve recelve the samples. In thils way we feel sure
- that we can obtein rel*able results which we can safely interpret.
‘ih¢a is the procedure that I would suggest in the occaslonal case

o istance may be desired. There will then be no
r aboui the accurdcy of the results of the valldity
ns drawn in relation to & clinical record and an
‘tory., Incildentally the tubes which ve uupply are
a Heydel tube, into which blood can be drawn with
leulty and with 1ittle or no opportunity for
require two samples but cb“rga for only one
Jfoy our  own ﬂurﬂose e ¢hoo to “ake iwo analytical
llel . "his mahe‘ 5 Tittle sdditionzl irouble, but
8 agree all sround, the probabilities in relatlion
are sosmall as to be at the wvanishing point.

vhiem tie o
Lo chance
I hope this propos&l will sult you and your {riends in the American

i

Smeluing and Felining Compsny .

Lobert A. fehoe, M. T,
A el

Cloer Mr. Lie d« Buck
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