L e T -

Cwill commence -at 10:00. a.m, .and: conclude by 4 00 Pem., will review: Lhe

AlA- 79
Asbestos Informaticr Assoc:atuon /North America

22 Easl 40th Street
New York, N. Y. 10016
(212) 661-8206

September 1, 1971

Mr, Raymond J. Sachs
President and Treasurer
PORTER-IIAYDEN CO. .

825 Frelinghuysen Avonue
Newark, New Jersey 07114

Dear Mr. Sachs:

Are you aware that:

* The Federal Govermment is preparing emission standards that
will apply to every U.S. mine, manufacturing plant, fabricating
shop or field contracting operation that uses asbestos or
ashestos-containing products.

* Illinois proposes an outright ban by 1975 on new vehicles with
brake linings containing asbestos. . .

* Fircproofing with asbestos-contaiining spray compounds has
been banncd in half a dozen c1t1es and states.

' % The Federal Food and Drug Admlnxstratlon and the Federal
Trade Conmission arc considering actions restricting or
banning certain uses of asbcstos on _the basis of..alleged.- - sasanamenn mere -

- =+ e whealthhazards t6™Phe genoral public.

To present the asbestos/hecalth problem in its proper perspectlve to
government: _agencies and to counteract the increasingly heavy attacks
upon asbestos in the press and elsewhere, eight companies last December
tounded the Asbestos Information Association/North Amerzca to serve. as..
spokesman for the asbestos-using 1ndustry. :

In cight months of operation, the AIA/NA has demonstrated its effective-
ness, as evidenced by the accomplishments detailed in the attached
prospectus,

-The job to be done, however, is growing and the full support of the

~ entjire industry is needed -in this vital comminications effort, There- .

fore we invite your company to Jjoin the AIA/NA.

To ho]p,you cvaluate the merits “of mcmbcrshlp, thc AIA/NA is prcscnt:qb
an informational seminar at the Union League Club -38 East J7Lh*screet,a‘ '
New York. City, on Iuesday,AScptembcr 21,- 1971, This program, which™”

asbestos/health.hazards ---rcal and alleged -= the status .and out;ook';f
reparding government rcpulat:ons and the AIA/NA coumunications campaign’
being directed tnward koy. ptoplc in government, scicnce and Lhc roncral
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We urge you to attend or he represented at this important meeting.
A return card is enclosed for your convcnxcncc in indicating

attendance,

Sinccrely, .

1 Goro_u
G. BJ&%:ﬁ ‘7#2—__—_-

Exccutive Vice President
and General Manager
Atlas Asbestos Company

E?:(i{,)."(/pvﬂv

S.D. Weaver
Vice President and
General Manager
Cement Asbestos Products Company

i:ztz)?T" <::? 'i> <;1A_,—'
n C Radaker
Scn1or Vice President

Ccrt in-teced Products Corporation

(j\//uJ )7,

J.A. Rishel,; ‘Jr.
Vice President
The Flintkotc Company

R. Power Fraser, Jr.
Vice Pxes;dent
GAF Corporation

a%ﬂu,@n X2 . S -

F.J. Solon{7 Jr.
Vice President
Johns-Manville Corporation
N4
(\ (‘ILII ( /Lt PR it S
John P, \Haycs '”;& &
President, _Bu11din§ Products Division

Natiohalvcybsum Company -

C.E. 10nnoa<on, Jr.

Panacon Corporaonn N

Lo I—L(.-L d_ﬂ'n// A;AVL/),J e L
William S, Simpson
President

Raybestos-Manhattan - 44008
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AlA-79

PROSPLCTUS

ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCTATION/NORTH AMERICA

In the past few years, the subject of possible occupational and public hecalth
hazards associated with the manufacture and use of asbestos and asbestos-
containing products has become 2 topic of national intcrest and concern. Many
groups, both governmental and private, are investigating, attacking and en-

couraging or imposing rcgulations on ashestos and its uses,

The Federal Govermment, through the authority granted it under the Occupational
llealth and Safety Act and thc Clean Air Act, is developing strict standards for
occupational and environmental cxposure to asbestos. Earlicr this ycar, the
Federal Environmental Protection Agency listed asbestos as onc of the first
three "hazardous air pollutants' for which emission standards would be

v seswees 2agtablished,;~~In addition;--a-number--of city-.and.state. governments,have already, ..
banned or limited certain uses of asbestos because of suspected public hazard.
Certain politicians, both in the U.S. and in Canada, have sought to.-cash in on

the current interest in the environment by attacking asbestos.

-

In the private scctor, advcrs& publicity has been gencrated by such environ-
mentalists and consumer protection advocates as DBarry Commoncr, Renc Dubos,

Paul Ehrlich ;ﬁq_kqlph‘Nadcr, whn.wifh'incrcasing frequency have bccn attacking
certain uses of a;bestos and including iﬁ ip thei: list of public hecalth h;za;ds.

Certain doctors have also attracted national attention by their. comments on the %

supposed ‘hazards of asbestos ‘to théigéneralffﬁbliki.%- ST

Ngwspapers, maéaﬁiﬁeé, radio and television_stééioﬁs;'both in the U.S:'And'iniﬁ'f”;
Canada, have picked up the story and sprcad it across the éduntry. The result
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of this publicity has beer. that the public is being given the impression
that all uses of asbesto; are potentially hazardous. This is simply not
true. The facts of asbestos-related discase are simply stated:

1. Asbestos-related health risks are basically confipcd to the
occupational and para-occupational sctting.

2. The cffcets of exeessive inhalation of asbestos are both
time and dosc related. This means that asbestos-related
diseascs may develop, generally, only after the inhalation
of substantial amounts of asbestos dust over a substantial
period of time.

3. Despite the comments of certain doctors to the contrary,
there is presently no evidence of hazard to the general
public £rom exposure to the minute amounts of asbestos that’

may be present in commun1ty air.
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These facts have been determined by nearly half a century of studies and
research. Much additional rescarch is being conducted today, a substantial
portion of it being sponsored by the Canadian asbestos mining companies through
the Quebec Asbestos Mining Association and by indepcndént companies in the -
asbestos industry. This rescarch is helping provide much of the scientific
basis for future information programs on thée part of the North American

asbestos industry.

In the matter of providing 1nformation, some companles in the asbestos industry

e

: made con51derab1e 1ndepcndent erforts prlor to" 1971 to acqualnt government E
off1c1als members cf the news media and the general publlc with the facts
about asbescos-health, and to place the problcm in its propex. porspective.

While some success had been achieved in these arcas, especially in working
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with the press, it was difficult co rebut uninformed criticism as individual
companies. Therefore, in DNecember 1970, cight® companics in the asbestos

industry formed the Asbestos Information Association/North Amcrica.®®

The objcectives of the AIA/NA arec to:
1. Provide an authoritative channel of communiéation to altl
publics.
2, Publicly rebut irresponsible and uninformed criticism.
3. Propagate the benefits and indispensability of asbestos

through advertising, publicity, speeches, ectc,

While the Association has been in operation for less tham a yecar, it has already

cstablished itsclf in many circles as spokesman for the asbestos manufacturing

industry ‘in North Amcrica. Some of the activities and accamplishmgn;s qﬁ the

ATA/NA since its formation include:

1. A press briefing attended by approximately two dozen SCLENCEn= -t " meammaciens -
writers and editors was held in New York on March 2 to acquaint
fhe press with the facts about asbéstoé;ﬁealth and about industry'
efforts in the health area. Many favorable stories appeared as a
result of the briefing.. |

2. Background material, including balanced or favorable medical
papers and AIA/NA position papers on vari9us aspects of the

asbestos-health problem, was scnt to 300 cditors and science’

iff%%wra 3 stificd at hcarings on
R .l o >

Spokesmen repruscntxng the, Associatlon te

* Cement Asbestos Products Co., Certain-teed " Products Corp., lentkote Co.,' i -
GAF Corp., Johns-Manville Corp., National Gypsum Co., Panacon Corp., Raybestos-

Manhattan, Inc.
** -Atlas Asbestos Company joined the AIA/NA in July 1971

44012

e ——




AlA-79

-4-

York City, Boston, Chicago, Los Angcles, Philadelphia and the
State of Ncn York. While the AIA/NA was unsuccessful in its
efforts to defeat the proposed bans, the Association placed
itself on record as being opposed to the banning of any
asbestos-containirg product on the unproven supposition that
its application or use might constitute a hazard to the gencral
_public,
4, lLetters or telegrams of rebuttal on misleading or erroncous
statements in the press and on radio and tcievision have been
sent to various publications and individuals, such as ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION: GOOD HOUSEKEEPING; William Ruckelshaus, head of the
Federal Envirormental Protection Agency; and Jerome Kretchmer,
EnvironmentaliProtection Administrator of the City of New York.
5. A meeting was arranged and hecld in Washington D.C. in May betwecen.
e - ey e s, o SR+ e N P 5 i 1 Y A e AT 2VA o A A A T oM AR A < i+ ¢ ot - Al gt a o e preing: v o o
an AIA/NA team of medical and technical experts and those officials
in the Federal Envirommental Protection Agency (EPA), including

Dr. John Middleton, hecad of the Federal air pollution control

- - - - - .. - - <. a2 - .
. L . . -z s .

office, responsible for regulating asbestos emissions under the

Clean Air Act.
6. 1In late April, the AIA/NA was contacted by the EPA to nominate
1ndustry env1ronmenta1 control experts to serve on a Federal

committee to review the proposed Feﬂeral emiss1on standards on_

- S K] - e e

asbestos.- All three 1ndustry nominees Were’ subsequently appoxnted

-

As a’ result, the AIA/NA member companies were” ‘J?%f?>

PP P ST -,,,;.

to the comm1ttee_f

R the only ones- in" .he industry in. a positlon to review, and comment

upon the proposed standards .at an. early stage in the regulatory

T _precess.- SRR S : ..44013
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: Famxly of M1n8tals" have been produeed Currently under e

‘ preparation are (1) a history of 1ndustry-sponsored asbestos-”
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A seminar for the dashington D.C. representatives of the

AIA/NA member companies was held in May to acquaint them with
the various-aspccts of the asbestos-health situation, especially
as they are effected by government activities, and to enlist
their aid in dealing with these problems at the Federal level.

A series of ATIA/NA ads on the vital uscs of asbestos in our
modern technological society is being run in four major American
publications -- U,S, NEWS & WORLD REPORT, BUSINESS WEEK, NEWSWEFK
and THE WALL .STREET JOURNAL,

An AIA/NA public service television clip on the usc of asbestos
in brake linings has appeared on television stations across the
nation,

Testzmony on behalf of the AIA/NA was subm1tted at U.S. Senate
hearings in August on a toxic substances control bill that could

affect certain uses of asbestos, Press reports of the hearings

generally gave some space to the industry's position.
The. AIA/NA has assisted the Federal Trade Commission, the Federal

Pub11c Health Scrvice

N G ..

Food and Drug Adm1n1stratxon, and the UiﬁJ
in cfforts to detcrmine the heelth facts about the use of asbcstos
in women's coat material in order to mitigate the nation-wide
adverse publicity gencrated by this subject.

ATA/NA position papers on such topics as "Asbestos and Human

Health " "Asbestos and the General Publ;c,“'and "Asbestos. A

Ll e
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.health'research, (2) a maJor overall'study of the ptoblem, andf

‘ (3) a question and answer card for'use by salesmen, plant ':%', o

managers, and other company personnel in teplfihg to-qucstions

co;nmonly askcd about asbestos aud heelth. ' 44014 N
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13. Each month, AIA/NA member companies are sent a packet of recent
medical papers and an evaluation of their content, newspaper
and magazine clippings, and other items of interest rclating
to the health qeestion;

14. Working relationships have been established with doetors, govern-
ment officials at all levels, and others involved in asbestos-
health research and regulation.

15. Close contact is maintained with other associations in the
industry, such as the Asbestos Textile Institute, the Asbestos-
Cement Products Association, the National Insulation Manu-
facturers Association, and also with the British Asbestos Infor-

mation Committee and s1m1lar groups in France and the Benelux

- . . -

councries.

" To assist in carrying out these activities, the ATA/NA retains tHe “SEEVices - “w=mney

of the Environmental Health Unit of Hill and Knowlton, Inc., the largest public
relations agency in the world., H&K has been public relations counsel to Johns-
':"f"x " Manville in the asbéstos-health area for a number of years, and has done an. - . .o. - oy

outstahding job.

The AIA/NA is governed by a Board of Directors, elected by the member companies:////

The newly elected-President of the AIA/NA is Albert H, Fay of National Gypsum.

. He succeeds Harold McNabb -of Certain-teed.’

by the Secretary and 1nc1ud1ng three others from member compani ‘

~— ».:._1;_,'. LA
- -

contrdl[industrzal hygiene. Thcy consult with Officers of the AIA/NA its

legal--counsel and other consultants as necessary. ' 44015 R
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\
For 1971, the expenses of the AIA/NA are being underwritten by Johns-Manville.

It is anticipated that funding for succeeding years will be shared by member

companies.

For the program of the AIA/NA to be successful, the support of the entire |
industry is needed. Asbestos-nealth is not just an individual problem that

each company can handle on its own, It has grown far beyond that. What is

needed now is a concerted effort by all members of the asbestos mining, milling

and manufacturing industry in North America to halt and reverse the dangerous |

trend of thinking in the United States and in Canada with regard to the

supposed hazards of asbestos fiber. The banning of the use of asbestos in
certain p;oducts and processes is already a reality, and this trend may )

I
continue and grow if the true facts are not presented in a bold and forceful [
manner, . e - e emt e e B e
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