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You may care to see the attached press cuitings. Re the Guardjan article
the reporter has compressed and bowdlerised our spokesman's comments.

Mr Righby retired from ICI {n 1972 under our veluntary retirement scheme
and he took another job to supplement his pension. We did not kmow he

wvas ill until 1979. As scon as ve learned his condition was related to his
pre 1972 VOM exposure we offered him membership of the ICI VWM Scheme and
advised him to discuss the terms with his union solicitors or his personal
solicitors if he was not a memher of a union. We are given to understand
that Mr Righy acted via his solicitors.

J Stafford

J5/SEW/DS0-16
30 July 1980
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VOM IN THE MEDTA

I enclose a typescript of an extremely boring and not very accurate programme
on BEC Wales TV on 11 July wainly directed at BP. I also enclose a typescript
of an intervievw on the local London Broadcasting Company radio of Roger Lyons
of ASTMS at his Press Conference on 29 July. Mr Lyons' statememt containa:
extraordinary inaccuracies.

In the holiday season, these union inspired activities are not reaching a large

audience. I thought you should however be aware of them as part of a sustained.

compaign to get improved compensation terms for anyone who has been exposed to
VO in the past, especially early retirement on full pay for those exposed to
VM prior to 1974. :

J Stafford

JS/SEM/DS0-16
31 July 1980
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Transmitted on,. BBG. TY. Wales = “Week in Week Out"

Dot MR A8 e v Time....h0:30p.m.

Short Tide......ocrrne N, CuMu....e..s S eneaens

Vincent Kane: The white powder in the bow! ia polyvinyl chloride. The gas from
which it's made, a vinyl chloride mcnomer, V.C.M., iz one of the deadliest
suybstances used in the chemical industry. Prolonged contact with it can and has
killed people. The bowl on the right contains pellets of P.V.C. This is the basic
raw material for the plastics industry. Worldwide twelve million tons of P,V.C. was_
proceased last year. -

(Film)

JGLELl SBY

The record Industry Is a big customer for P.V.C., the current slump in
record sales has depressed demand, but thera are any amount of containers, bottles,
boxes, bowls and wrappings, all made of plastic, all made from P.V.C., all made
fram V.C.M. gas. Plastic is now the eighth most important raw material in the
world. V.C.M. gas was for a long time used as the propellant i aerosols until the
danger was recognised and the practice banned. There's been alarm about P.V.C.
packaging for foodstuffs. In 1973 P.V.C. liquor bottles were banned in America,
but it's the men in*contact with V,C.M. during manufacture who have become il
and who have dled.

(Film of funeral service)

This is the funeral last January of a worker from the B.P. factory at
Barry. B.P. is ane af Britain's major producers of P.V.C. He'd been axposed to
V..M. in the days bafore its potentlélly lethal effects were acknowledged, but do
wa know everything now? How safe is this industry?

(Filem)

o ————
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B.P. at Barry admit that ten claims for compensation have been lodged by
warkers who've been In prolonged contact with V.C.M. - Vinyl Chloride Monomer -
and suffered as a result. It wasn't until 1974 that the link batween V.C.M.
exposure and angiosarcoma, a rare liver cancer, was officially recognised. B.P.

e —— T ¢

deny negligence on the grounds that they've always enforced whatever were the
accepted safety standards of the time, but at the Vinotex plant near She{'field,
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Report No. ICI.549 Continuation No.l.

where P.V.C. is praduced it's a different story. In March twenty-nine warkers
from Vinotex were awarded damages by the Courts worth eight hundred and fifty-
saven thausand pounds, including interest, for what the Judge called Vinyl Chloride
disease. .

The significant thing is Vinotex admitted negligence and liability and
disputed the amount of damages. Mr. Justice Wolfe* awarded two men a hundred
thousand pounds each and the rest suma between five and seventy thousand. In his
Judgment he granted that the effect of exposurs to V.C.M. was not at one period as
well known as it is today, but he added ‘sven today the consequences are
Imperfectly understood'. But the trade unions are not unnaturally concerned to
establish what risks of disease are incurred from contact with V.C.M.

Mr, David Gee: (Health and Safety, G.M.W.LL) Additional hazards are the bone

disease, the sort of degeneration of the bones in the feet and the fingers, called
A.Q.L. and, second, liver cancer. Bath of those are recognised ‘ for State
compensation 1977, The new hazards are a range of things. Firstly there's &
strange set of symptoms that we call V.C. disease which ia pains in the joints,
fatigue, impotency, lack of sex drive, perspiration, digestive troubles, a whole
range of syraptoma. )

V. Kane: All these things have been definitely related to vinyl chloride?

Mr. Gee: Yes, they have, We've just got compensation of three-quarters of a
million pounds far our members, twenty-seven members or twenty-nine members at
Vinotex for just that series of symptoms. But that's not all in terms of new
hazards. First of all there's lung damage, the lung has .. ceases its ability, or loses
its ability to transfer oxygen into the bloodstream. Secondly, there's a reduction in
capacity to take in axygen and is another aspect of lung damage. Thirdly, thers's
damage to the liver other than liver cancer such as abnormalities in the way the
liver functions. Fourthly snd perhaps most importantly there's cancer of other
sites, namely the brain, the Jungs, the blood forming system and possibly the digest
tracts and finally there's damage to the gene structure, the chromosomes that gets
passed on by way of abnormal or high rate of abortions amongst wives of V.C.M.
workers and possibly child defects as well.
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Report No. [CL549 Continuation No.2.

V. Kane: In the world's P.V.C. industry about eighty cases have been identified of
angiosarcoma, liver cancer. In those cases the average latency period is over
twenty years, so even though stringent precautions are now enforced men who were
exposed in the past will continue to be identifiled for years to come. At B.P.
nobody has won compensation for V.C.M. illness though one man has been fighting
for it twelve years. |

Mr, Fred Liddiard: On 20th December, looking forward to Christmas, preparing
for it, sat down in the evening, | felt queer, | went upstairs and | had a lay down,

had no option I had to make to the bathroom and was just covered in blood again, |
didn't tell the wife first time, I just lay down again , It come over me again, passing
blowd, [ just lay there, so I had to tell her and they called the doctor and they
rushed me into hospital.

V: Kane: And that's where the surgecn asked youy about V.C.M?7

Mr, Liddiard:  Afterwards they carried out various tests on me to find out what
was wrong, [ had another severe haemorrhage In hospital while | was there - [ mean
this was a saviour on this occasion, [ was unconscious all day long, so [ had the
major operation and he told me that [ was world medically famous | was in all the
medical journals throughout the world and Dr, Stevens* had gone to lecture in
America on my case, and that my trouble was definitely caused by V.C.M.

V. Kane: Do you know what the liver trouble is you had?

Mr. Liddiard: They won't tell me. It's my awn opinion if you like but...

V. Kane: What do you think, Mr. Beer?

Mr, Beer: Well; [ think it's angiosarcoma.

V. Kane: Do you syffer?
Mr. Beer: MNow and again, but not ... well, you've got a Job to say whether it's
indigestion or not, in my case, but with anglosarcoma it's a terrible thing, you can
have it for years but once it flares up you've got eight months to live, it's a growth
in the main artery into the liver and they tald me I'd got a blockage in the main

artery to the liver, 30 it's obvious to me.
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Report Na. [CL549 Continuation No.3. i
' Mr. Joe Gill: He told me I had a blood disorder when he was doing blood teats and ,‘
; he advised me another plant would better my life. é
V. Kane: A blood disorder what? {

Mr. Gill: Platelets mainly, more white ones than the red, i

V. Kane: And anything else?

Mr. Gill: And eventually it was liver disorder.

V. Kane: You have liver damage?

Mr. Gill: Yes.

V. Kane: Do you know what?

Mr. Gill: It's the issue it is actually, ' .
V. Kane: What are your symptoms?

Mr.-Gill: Well, [ get a3 lot of swelling in the stomach and a pain.
V. Kane: You're in pain much of the time are you?

Mr. Gill: Most of the time.

V. Kane: Some days, not every day?

Mr, Gill: No, not every day, no.

V. Kane: But you gst bouts da you?

Mr, Gill: Yes. .

V. Kane: And you're 377

Mr. Gill: Yes.

V. Kane: Seeking a grasp of the diseases and conditions which the medical
profession consider a resuit from sxposure to V.C.M., I met a doctor who was the
Consultant for Vinotex. The first condition he toid me about waa one which
affected the hands, known aa ‘white finger*

Dr. C.F. Darke:This is the most striking condition in many ways because it disables
the individual immediately. The hands tend to become slightly swollen, they also
become told and clammy as though you'rs holding a wet fish, they can't be
straightened completely , nor can you make a complete grip and the movement is
stiff and painful and then the fingers will suddenly for no good reason, or because
of exposurs to cold, go white, or blue and feel actually numb and dead.
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V. Kane:. White finger or blue finger, as it's sometimes called and the changes in
circulation in the hands are known as Raynaud's Phenomenon. They're caused by
blockages in the circulation of the blaod especially in the thumb and in the little
finger. It's not only the circulation that's affected. This x-ray shows bone damage
sustained to the hands of a V.C.M. warker. You can see the change in the last joint
of each finger.

Dr. Darke: The bones particularly affected are the last bones of the fingers and
of the toes and usually a segment of the shaft is lost. This may be re-occupied in
years to come but it does mean that the finger is unatable and painful and knably
and in severe cases other bones In the pelvis, the kneecaps, in parts of the feet and
parts of the arms and even In the jaws, may be affected in a somewhat similar way.
V. Kane: This particle of P.V.C. dust has been magnified a thousand times. Men
wha've inhaled this dust regularly over a long period have also been taken ill. '

Dr. Darke:  In one individual who was disabled in this way specimens of Jung were
obtained which show changes suggesting a reaction to the inbalation of a particle.
Now the particle has not been identified as a P.V.C particle in this instance but
thers are .. there is work going on in animals and 1 think also in the Sully Hospital
in which there.has.been [dentification in the human of P.V.C.

V. Kane: - And then we mave to this hardening, fibrosis, this hardening of the *

tissyes?

Or. Darke: ~ Of the skin.

V. Kane: Yes.

Dr. Darke: Yes, this is part of the picture of the circulatory changes which [ think
are antecedent, that the thickening of the skin is more disabling becausa movement
is restricted and in one of the individuais [ know of, the skin thickening affected
the face and forearms, possibly the whale of the surface of the trunk that he is
more or less encased in a kind of scar tissue so that free movements were

impossible,
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; Report No. ICL.549 Continuation No.5. :
. - :
‘ I ~ V. Kane: And this Is a cancerous ll\'rer, it was in 1974 that a link between liver !
e cancer and indiscriminate exposure to V.C.M. was established beyond a doubt. :
’ Dr. Darke: The group of cases that have subsequently been found in chemical i

plants in which P.V.C. has been made clearly suggests that there is a direct

relationship and this has been more and more established by studies of the liver of

people who have had as yet not got the condition but we all fear may get the !
condition. :
V. Kane: How clear is the evidence? Have you any idea how many cases there

Zo1€LL S®BH

have been?
Dr. Darke: I think it's In ... throughout the world because really they are
numerated, it's in the '60s and 70s [ suspect, of actual cases of liver cancer and

thesa are corroborated usually by fatality, by death.
V. Kane:  One question [ haven't asked you, Doctor, which occurs to me, could

R .

thers be some connection between the two processes, the developing of the bone

. - —

digsease and then later of the cancer in the liver?

Dr. Darke: Well, I don't think it's related directly in that way. I think it is a
feature of the whole effect of thia exposure te this toxic gas in what might be
called a multi-system disorder, in other wards the bones, the skin, the spleen the
liver, the bload, the lungs and perhaps other organs and tissues are affected as a

-—

result probably of circulating complexes in which the haematology is disturbed.

V. Kane: The claims now made against B.P. at Ba'rry are for men who worked here

in the '50/'60s and early 7/0s, P.5. At one time P.5 housed seventy polymerisers

each of a thousand gallon capacity. Between a hundred and fifty and two hundred
. men are believed to have worked here in P.5. before the cancer link discovery in

1974. In the '60s tolerance of V.C.M. in the plant was five hundred parts per
- million in the atmosphere and more. Today the absolute limit is ten and the E.E.C.
is seeking to establish a limit of three parts per million. It was the poly cleaners
who appear to have been most exposed to V.C.M, Men whose job it was to clean
the big polymerisers. To do this effectively meant going bodily into the
palymeriser in which there may well have been an accumulation of V.C.M. gas.

N —— A —_—y = 3 W sy n T PR Y,
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The poly cleaners who went in would soon know whether there was gas.
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Continuation No.5.

Report No. ICL.549

Mr. Beer: [f thers was a [ot of gas you'd know it because it's heavier than air and
it'd be on the bottom, but very often you'd clean the top first and you'd go down to
the bottom and as soon as you got down there, you'd realise it was gas.

' V. Kane: Now .. describe the sensation.

Mr. Beer: Well, a burning sensation, like a chloroform but the worst part was if
there wasn't much gas in the poly and you went in there, it would overcome you
gradually al';d very often you'd find yourself gaing off and there was .. well, it used
to alarm you but it's not a very delicate thing to say on the tele.

V. Kane: Go on tel] us.

Mr. Beer: Well, 'yuur testacles used to-tingle and that was a sure warning that
you'd been over come by ...

V. Kane: By the gas. Wers you ever pulled out?

Mr. Beer: [ was never pulled out but [ was out like saveral times, . You'd get up the
top of the ladder and when you gat up ta the top of the ladder you'd give a gasp and
you'd lean aver the poly because the poly .. you had to squeeze yourself to get into
the poly, you couldn’t go normal, you had to put your hands aver your head so that
your shoulders were narrower like, so you could slide in and when you tried to get
out - by the time you got out like, you were exhausted.

V. Kane: Did ‘you'come into contact, apart from the fumes, with the slurry which
sometimes escaped?

Mr. Beer: Oh, yes. Very often you'd be paddling in it. -

V. Kane: Paddling in it?

Mr. Beer: Yes.

V. Kane; Was that a fairly frequent occurrence?

Mr. Hecr: Oh yes, yes. We were told not to be frightened of it because it had no
effect on you whatsoever, They sald that during the War they used to use V.C.M.
as 3 chloroform, so naturally we assumed that it was safe. '

V. Kane: This smell that you talk about, can you describe it? What sort of smell?
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Mr. Gill: Well, you'd be overcome if you was in it for too long, [ couldn't hang
about too'lonq in it. '

V. Kane: You'd black out you mean?

Mr, Gill: Yes.

V. Kane: Did that ever happen to you, Mr. GIlI? .

Mr, Gill:  Well, on the very dizzy side if you like. A number of times not actually
dragged away but swaying sort of, sa I'd have to get the fresh air as soon as [ could
like.

" Mr, Beer: The major problem was finding the proper seals for valves, so

consequently if you were unable to find the proper seals, these valves used to leak
vinyl chloride excessively.

V. Kane: How would you know that they were leaking?

Mr. Beer: We got showered with.the vinyl chloride, all vinyl chloride on to you.

V. Kane: Showered on to you?

Me. Beer: Yes, yes; The valves were overhead, chain oparated valves and just by

the simple process of opening or closing it, you just got showered with vinyl
chioride unieas you kept well out of the way.

V. Kane: And did this happen frequently?

Mr. Beer: Frequently, yes, yes, very very often.

Mr. Liddiard: Well, you could almost say continuously, very often the handles on
the valves weren't too good and of course as you opened them there was a lot of it
used to shaot dawn on tap of you. Your clothes would go like frosted, you know,
just like you see a white frost in the morning, your clothes would go like that.

V. Kana:  Today ihings are much different. To clean the polymerisers in P.150
there is sophisticated equipment involving the use of water pressure and syction
devices, though it's still necessary for the cleaner in protective clothing and on a
safety harness to descend into the polymeriser to clean it. P.V.C, powder is
produced in two forms - a paste which is a fine powder and & suspension, a larger
and coarser grain far making tougher products like pipes and cables, both contain
some V.C.M., up to fifty parts per million.

i, 3, it P | o re P— "~
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Mr, Clli:  Well, on the sweetish side more than anything and if you were in the area 5_

you could feel yourself swaying sort of. k

V. Kane: What sort of an effact did it have on you? !

i
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L ) : Report No. ICL.549 Continuation No.7. }
f Monitering of the atmosphers Inside the plant has been meticulous since [
- 1
! 1974, though the legal limit is ten parts per million, B.P.'s target is that of Europe,
! three parts per million. In America the legal limit is nought, zero parts per million. .
i When V.C.M. in the atmosphere rises above the working limit an alarm sounds, in !
' fact it sounded twice while we were filming. Dnes B.P, acknowledge that
procedures followed and the tolerance of V.C.M. accepted before 1974 were ;
; dangeraus. '

: Mr. Anthony Dunne: (Works Gen. Manager, B.P.Chem.,Barry) The company
1 accepts that at that stage conditions were such that in hindsight it can be seen

= —r

! could have caused some of the problems of V.C.M. which we are now experiencing
- taday, ' ) '
l V. Kane: Does It accept any sort of respunsibllity in individual cases?
Mr. Dunne: Individuals have taken legal measures against the company, but thess
[ - are still under review and {t is very difficult and a very complicated situation to

say whether or not we accept responsibility. What we do say s that we were not

l negligent during that period, we acted in the manner which the safety standards of

) the day dictated and we da not feel thac‘there is any question of negligence at that
. I stage..

V. Kane: But the fact that that expert advice proved to be wrong doesn't disturb

Ny AT ey Qs

: the company?

x ' ) l Mr. Qunne: Of coursa it disturbs the company, but the company acknowledges that

one can be vety wise in hindsight. We're quite satisfied that at the time we did all

I B that was possible, we called in all the experts that were available at that stage, it's

: only since then thet the sum total of knowledge of V.C.M. and its particular

Io- properties has been investigated and announced to the world at large.

i V. Kane: But are the men who woarked in P.5. the wisar in hindsight? Healthy

l - men now but living with the knowledge that they may in years to come contract
diseases brought on simply by doing their job ten/fifteen years ago, for disease can
beckon across the space of a decade and many wha've long left the industry have

l succumbed. Reg Bractor* died a few weeks ago in June, 1980 of liver disease. He

was a cleaner at P.5 for nine years until 1971.
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Report No. ICI549 Continuation No.8.

Mr. Roy Reeves: Well, in 1964 [ was & Charging Operator and my chargehand in
thoseparticular days was a Mr.Sld Ball. He wasn't an old chap, I wouid say I'd put
him in his early thirties at the tima. He'd been ill off and on for some time and
eventually he was taken into hospital and visited him there, like, you know, with
various pecple and he died.

V. Kane: What of?

Mr. Reeves: - Similar complaint to what I've gat, that is non-cerebic** fibrosis of
the liver. '

V. Kane: While you were .. in the years you ware working as a cleaner, you knew
Mr. Wolfe didn't you? ’ )

Worker: Idid, yes.

V. Kane: What was he doing with you?

Worker: The same job as I was doing, poly cleaning, exactly the same, na different.
[ used to take him to work and we'd do exactly the same work, we worked tt':ger.her,
we used to work it, if one come out before the other he would go and check to see

if you wanted a pull cut, he wanted a pull out, you know,slurry on the bottom, you know,
he had too much in there, we'd give one another a hand to pull it out and ym.i know
carry on along that line.

V. Kane: And in 1974 Mr.Wolfe died?

Worker: That's right.

V. Kanet Do you know what he died of?

Worker: Angiosarcoma.

V. Kane: That's liver cancer?

Worker: Liver cancer.

2nd Worker: My old mate, Mr. Killin*, I'd worked with him for quite a number of years
and now he was abaut as healthy as you could wish for about twelve months ago and
now he's dead with angiosarcoma.

3rd Warker: Well, | know for a fact now there's been two deaths. There has been four
men who've been suspect of liver damage, whether or not more men will have the same
problem [ wouldn'd like to say, it's only just proved now with this last death. The man
had been retired seven years and his .. worked in an active job then suddenly it just

caught up with him.
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V. Kane: And Mr.Pearce* who [ was supposed to meet today.

3rd Worker:  Yes, Well, he's in rather a difficult case, they won't tell him
precisely and this is his word to me, they won't tell him, the doctora won't tell him
precisely what he has got.

V. Kane: And why isn't he here today?

3rd_Worker: (Coughing) He's been pushed back inta hospital. I'd arranged far him
to come here today, [ was going to pick him up and bring him over and then he's just
recently, last week, come out of hospital and his wife rang me yesterday and I went
over to see her and he's been taken back into haspital having the same problem
again, haemorthaging from his stomach. -

(Film of funeral service)

V. Kans: We were never able to intecrview Gordon Pearce, he died a few weeks
later in January this ).vear, angiosarcoma, liver cancer. Hs was 48 and had once
been a poly cleaner in P.5. Four men have died of angiosarcoma at Barry. Sid Ball
died of cystic fibrosis in '65 when British Geon were the employers. They gave his
widow a pension of two pounds seventsen shillings a week. Of the ten claims
against B.P. who took over from British Geon two have been settled without
prejudice. One man is still alive and the other dead. Of the remaining eight three
are dead like Mr.Pearce and five stil] at work or retired.

. It's the trade unions who've pressed the claims with varying degrees of
force, it must be said. What do they say to the general view that today's
knowledge was not available before 1974.

Mr. Jeff Thomas: (Solicitor, A.ULE.W.) It's increasingly becoming apparent to me
that there was evidence that was being picked up internationally about the risks
from this process, it was being picked up many years ago, and we're talking now in
terms of two decades ago, and that this evidence was available and how far it was
known I'm not able to say but it was available, it should have been known to
cuhpanies, employers, to manufacturers on a large-scale who wera involved in,

we'll say, this sort of process.

V. Kane: And that includes big multi-national cornpanies who operate all aver the
world

Mr. Thomas: They are prime examples of companies who should be up to date with
research, who should be on top of any small indication of risks that appear from
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particular processes, particular projects, particular ehemicals and uﬁfurtunately 20
many of these companies are concerned I could aimost say exclusively with the
profit motive rather than with the health and safety motive and the welfare of
their employees.

Y. Kane: What would your union say needs to be done about all this then, Mr.Gee?
Mr. David Gee: Well, firstly, Mr. Kane, that the levels of V.C. in the air has got
to be reduced to the lowest detectable level with whatever the most sophisticated
detecting instruments can come up withand that means at the moment a maximum
of one part per million. The current standard in the UK, is ten, that has got to be
reduced. Sacondly, 'we‘re saying that there ought to be independent surveys of our
workers for all of these symptorns. We understand that nothing is really being done
an the reproductive effects and we don't think that the other ... the strange
symptoms that the Vinotex peaple got are being looked for either. Thirdly, we'rs
saying that people who do pick up all of these diseases the old and the néw, ought
to be compensated without having to prove negligence bath at the State level and
from the company.

V. Kane: Knowledge of the implications of exposure to V.C.M. gas didn't strike the
industry or the medical world as a blinding light in 1974, rather it was the falling
into place of.evicfence that had been building up over the years. The alarm bells
had been sounded.

Dr. Tim Carter: (Senior Medical Officer, B.P.Chem.) The process went on, the
alarm bells wete sounding because of the identification of this condition of
acroscierosis and in fact a more stringent hygiene standard was introduced at that
time because of these new findings. [ think it's easier to look at this with
hindsight, but from the current knowledge available at the time it was felt that the
degree of protection afforded by the new standard was adequate.

V. Kane: Was there not though suspicion, more than just that, from America and
Russia, a Russian study about a cancer link, a liver caneer link in the '60s?

Dr. Carter: There were some studies from Russia which were not ve;-y well
documented. [ can't speak personally of just how much attention they received in
the '60s, but they were kept under review, as [ mentjoned we studied liver function
in our employees here and we found that no adverse effacts. One can only go on

the basis of the information available at the time.
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V. Kane: But befors 1948 you'd had one person who'd died of a liver condition hers
and another person who went down with It.

Dr. Carter: Yes, that's correct and I mentioned that we did a study of liver
function in our employees at that time with expert academic advice and the
conclusion was that there was not a consistent pattern of liver disease. Now with
hindsight one might wish to review that finding, but at the time it was I think still
a teasonable finding on the basis of the survey that was undertaken. The people
wha have developed tumours have emritially been those who've had periods of

several years exposure at concentrations of several hundred parts per million.

V. Kane: So the way the company operates at the mament [ take it that there's no
possibility of such expasure?.

Dr. Carter: There's no evidence of any excess risk at current lavels.

V. Kane: Do you believe - is it your view then that it's unlikely that anybody

would contract liver cancer now?

Dr. Carter: It's unlikely, but it%s impossible to prove an absolute negative, safety
iz relative in all things.

V. Kane: The dangers of V.C.M. had been reported for thirty-six years before
1974. In 1938 V.C.M. was reported toxic to animals. From Russia in 49 liver
damage to fifteen workers. In 1960 a disturbing report from Canada about V.C.M.
poisoning. In '63 Rumania identified Raynaud's syndrome. Anather report from
Russia in '65, Raynaud's syndrome again in Belgium '66. The evidence grew
throughout the '60s from many countries. In 1970 Vinyl chloride was reported to
have caused cancer in rats. The next year further alarm from America, Canada
and Russia and then in '72 an Italian, DOr. Maltoni*, found V.C.M. induced cancer in
a rat. American scientists were sent to work with him and in 1974 he produced his
report on liver cancer in rats which inhaled V.C.M. His finding was confirmed later
after experiments with mice. [n January of that year the Goodrich Company in
Kentycky learnt that a worker had died of liver cancer, cross checking they found
twa others had died previously of the same rare condition. Then three more deaths
were announced. They ran extensive blood tests on two hundred and seventy
employees, fifty-five showed blood abnormalities.
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Report No. ICL.549 . Continuation No.12.

Since the cancer link was proved what do the health authorities feel about

the use of this highly toxic substance in manufacturing? In 1974 after the Goodrich
revelation, it was suggested that there should be a worldwide ban on the use of
V.C.M. Well, why not such a ban?

Dr. Alan Jones: (Senior Medical Officer, H.5.E) Well, if you go down that road
and you consider that in 1974 we had I suppose less than a score of cases of liver
cancet which is the thing which caused all the problem, if you ban a process con that
kind of evidence then you would of course have to stop mining coal, you'd have to
stop any sort of industrial agriculture, you'd have to stop-all deep sea fishing, all
.t.hosa occupations and many times more dangerous to life than manufacturing vinyl
chloride. )

V. Kane: Is it a-question of degree then, If it a question that you accept so much
death or illness but no more?

Dr. Jones: That Is not for the doctor or the Health and Safety Executive ta .

answer, that is for the public to answer and I'm not ducking the question. [ think ijt
is a political decision, if you like, it's a social decision and for Parliament and cur
democratic representatives to answer after we've given them all the facts as
dispassionately, as we can, but to me the logic of the situation is as [ have said, that
if you ban something that causes thirty deaths internationally tragic though that
may be, you've got to start thinking about other more dangerous industries and
what yau're going to do about them.

V. Kane: What do you say, finally, to the fact that a nurmber of people working at
that plant in the last ten/fifteen years have become ill and some of them have
died? What about B.P's competence then?

Or. Jones: These people were exposed to very high levels by modern standards of
vinyl chloride vapour. At that time when I accept that B.P. could not have known
the cornsequences.

V. Kane: There's be.en concern not only at what happens inside the plant, but what
happens outside as well. When pressure builds up in the polymeriser these pipes
form an escape route. In emergencies they discharge the contents of a threatened

polymeriser into the atmasphere. [t could be transferred to another chamber but
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that's expensive, 30 up into the sky it goes to descend In the, form of a white powder

. to the chagrin of the residents of Sully. There's much argument about how often

these discharges occur. Frequently, according to some.
Mr. Rohbert McDavitt: (Worker) You didn't do it, it's just that you had a bursting disc
and there used to be on the average two hundred and ten pounds pressure and oace the

poly reached two hundred and ten pounds pressure that disc would burst and of course
it would go up just like a whale spauting, miles up into the air. Well, [ say go up just
like ... miles but ... )

Mr. Ray Barnes: A hundred faet up into tl_'\e air and then you used to get drift over

the plant and everything you see was covered in white,

V. Kane: How aften did this happen?

Mr. McDavitt: Oh, on average once a week [ should imagine.

V. Kane: So these discharges into the atmosphers, what's the most you can recall in your
working experience? .

Mr. Barnes: Well, there was .. we had trouble with the salt solution, we had to put in to
stop the poly going solid and .. the gelatine we used to call it. We had a period there
where we had about twenty-eight polys go through the roof in a period of about three
days and we had*a tremendous amount went solid.

V. Kane: In the twelve months to July 79 B.P. recorded two blow-quts from bursting
disc failures and a hundred and five powder blow-auts tanging from the trivial to the
serious.

Resident: [can't have my windows open and when the wind in this direction we get

a coating of it. .

V. Kane: How often does that happen?

Resident: Well, up to July/August of this year it happened fourteen times.... it happened
in '79, it happened fourteen times on B.P's own admiasion.

V. Kane: And before that?

Resident:  Oh, it happened reqularly, regularly.

V. Kane: Do you know when something's gone wrong?

Fusident:  [f the wind's in this direction most certainly we know It ...

V. Kane: How much dust is there?

Resident: A lot of dust. It will coat the ground, it will coat .. if the car's outside it

will coat the car and | have seen B.P's men washing the roads down with hoses.
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i V. Kane: ag thick as that? '
} Resident: As thick as that. f

1 V. Kane: What do they say to you about the dust?
Resident: Ch, they're very sorry it's happened and if [ will phone them up every
time [ have a complaint they will see what they can do about it, but unfortunately

they don't do anything at all.

V. Kane: Have they ever told you how much dust there is?

Resident: Yes, Yes, the chap who came over and saw me, told me that every
time that they get what we call a blow-out there's a ton of P.V.C, goes into the air

T Ty, ¥ P

which casts them a lot of money.

V. Kane: A ton? '

Resident: A ton.

V. Kane: Have you had any contact with B.P. about all this?

Dr. Cwilym Rees: Yes, three times. We've had the shift chemists up there, they've
taken samples and made reports to me and say it's non-toxic. They've offered to wash

the car for me, but that isn't a practical proposition as far as I'm concerned, but they
don't seam to be able to control these emissions. They do say that these are breakdowns
or failures in the plant that happen from time to time.

V. Kane: Back ta you, Mr.McDavitt, have they said anything to you about the safety
ar otherwise of this dust, this powder? .

Mr. McDavitt: Well, they told me that it was non-toxic and the chap who came over

hers offered to eat a tablespoonful of it in front of me, when [ suggested he went and

- got it and did so he didn't do it.
V. Kane: Are you worried abaut the dust, the P.V.C. dust which is discharged

>3

g

- apparently frequently into the atmosphere?
Mr. Gary Gane: Well, I think it could be true to say it is a matter of concern, particularly
- ‘because the properties, the physlological properties of P.V.C. dust have not been
thoroughly examined as yet and this could be a potential hazard, 'l put it no 'stronger
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than that.
V. Kane: You feel it is yourself do you? i
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Mr. Gane: Oh, it's a nuisance over people's cars and sa on and the window sills get
covered in this white film of dust ...

V. Kane: And that is a frequent occurrence? ,

Mr. Gane: Well, it's an occurrence, how frequent it Is [ don't know.

V. Kane:  And when did you last see it?

Mr. Gane: [ last saw it on Sunday, last Sunday on the road.

V. Kane: A big expansion of B.P, is almost complete. The new plant should be
ready this autumn, [ts capacity will be eighty thousand gallons. Safety and trade
union representatives of the four hundred contractors’ men wha've been building
P.V.C.2. say they've had difficulties with sickness, vomiting, sore throats and eyes,
they've been sent off the site twice and once because of a V.C.M. emission. Since
Monday there have been saven stoppages, the latest this moming. In PV.C.3. -
mechanisation ia much advanced, especially the cleaning procedures and axtra
safeguards. against blow-outs are built into the computerised controiroom. But
there will still be the capacity to discharge to atmosphers and the quantity
discharged could be much greater than now, twenty times. greater. Perhaps
because of the protests .. (fault on tape) ... a mile from the worka. Ons monitoring
V.C.M. gas and ather the powder, the machines are nowhere near the houses.

Mr. Gane: (Envirfonmental Health Officer, Glamorgan) ... express the doubts V.C.M.
emissions from the works, lacal residents expressed some concern. It is a toxic
product in la'rge_a concentrations and we want to assure the residents here that they're
being ... that the levels that they're being expased to around here are in no way

V. Kane: Might it not have made more sense to'put it right among the housea?
Mr., Gane: [ think not, as [ said we took advice from the government laboratory
involved in the production of this and they were happy with the site.

V. Kane: And the results that you've had from this so far?
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Mr. Gane:
the results are no serious levels and give no cause for concern [ would say.
V. Kane: But is the fact of the matter not that you've put this here because of a

The results .. it's only been operating a matter of two months or so and

pianned expansion at B.P?
Mr. Cane: Yes, | think it's fair to say that, yes. We are aware, as you are no doubt
aware, that there is a planned expansion at the works that is going to increase
praduction of vinyl .. P.V_.C. by about 50% and obviously by placing this hers now we
will be able ta monitor levels of V.C.M. prior to the production expansion and cbviausly
afterwards we will be able to assess them if there is any increase in pollution from
there.
V. Kane: B.P's expansion is almost complete. Anather extension, that of Sully village
is underway. The intention is to double the size of Sully, at present six hundred houses
and two thousand people and demand ls such that most of the housss are sold before

~ they're completed. Planning permission for the development was given by Mr.John
Morris when he was Secretary for Wales and the curious thing is that in granting
planning permission he aver-ruled objection by the Health and Safety Executive. The
Executive's report referred to the risks of toxicity and explosion in the area, but
permission was given. The extension of Sully is proceeding and the Health and Safsty
Executive presumably no longer oppose. What was the basis of their objections to the
scheme at the time that planning permission was granted?
Mr. John Lippiard: (Principal Factory Inspector, H.S.E) Every situation where we have
bulk storage of, for example, highly flammable or explosive materials my Department
is obviously interested from the point of view of the way these are controlled. Cur
general policy is that in circumstances where we have such bulk storage that we should
try if passible to minimise the possible risks, whatever it may be, of exposure to those

materials, because if anything should go wrong .....

V. Kane: B8ut the bigger the plant the bigger the risk.

Mr. Lippiard: Often the bigger the plant the better the control, it doean't necessarily
follow the bigger the plant the bigger the risk. ’

V. Kane: But what was the particular objection then four years ago?
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Mr. Lippiard:  Basically by saying that we had bulk storage of particular materials
in this place and therefore we say after having carefully considered all the circumstances

Rl

‘
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involved, that we would .. we feel in general that it might be best to ensure that we
didn't increase the numbers of people, for example, living near B.P.

b

V. Kane: The Health and Safety Executive keeps a close and constant watch on

- ——pi o

the manufacturing process at B.P. On l2th November, 79 for. instance, it wrote
asking for twenty-five safety improvements to be implemented in two departments.
This was followed by another letter a week later asking for another thirty-one
improvements. There is concern at the moment about another toxic substance, lead
which is usad as a3 sort of catalyst in the P.V.C. process in the compounding area. The
danger of warking with lead is that it can lead to blood conditions and only this summer
' the Executive wrote expressing concem that the blood lead counts of some workers
were higher than they should be. After blood tests two men had been taken off
wark by the Works Doctor. One man who once worked at the compound plant at

GZLELL S®BY

B.P. died of a blood disease two years ago. He was Kenneth Ball who spent twenty-
five years working in the chemicals industry at Barry. The last ten of the years in
the compound department.

Mrs. Gladys Ball: Oh yes, it was full of dust, he told me. Oh, he was black just like a
chimney sweep would be.

V. Kane: Did he ever tell you about other men being taken ill?

Mrs. Ball: Ch yes, thers was a lot of men taken ill inside his building.

V. Kane: Do you know of men being seriously ill?

Mrs. Ball: Oh yes, three died.

V. Kane: Did you ever hear him complain about being ill himself?

Mrs. Ball: Oh yes - if sometimes .. they'd take his blood, you see, and perhaps his
lead is up, the lead count was up, he'd feal Il then, vomiting, that's what he used to do,
vomit but he'd only vomited the five months before he died.

V.Kane: Mrs. Ball doesn't have the support of her husband's trade union in her
efforts to win compensation for his death. In a letter from the union, the Transport
and General Workers, she was told that an eminent consultant physician was of the
opinion that her husband's former employment in no way attributed to his death.
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According to the Death Certificate he died of advanced lymphoma, a consultant
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\ pathologist told us this was a malignant disease similar to leukaemia. He went on to
‘ say, there's a higher incidence of this type of lymphama among chemical workers
than in the general public. He also said ~ surveys show 15% more cancer is related
to occupational exposure. Would Ken Ball be alive if he hadn't worked twenty-five
years in the chemical industry? Can we ever be certain of anything in that
industry? After all it took thirty years to leam the truth about V.C.M., who
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knows if even now we have only haif the truth?
Should the law protect workers from risks which we have not yet
recognised? B.P. tests its plastics products rigorously, can they be as sure of their

i workers?

Are you saying that we need to change the law in this country about all
this?
Mr, David Gee: Basically, yes, we do need redulations that govern carcinogen,
that have built into them this new approach to substances, that puts a greater
; weight on evidence other than human evidence and also evaluates it at a lower
level of praof if you like. The problem is that the acientists say you must have
proof beyond all reasonable doubt, that's very difficult to achieve, you've going to
waste a lot of human beings if you're going to reach that high level of proof. We
say that the scientific notion of beyond all reasonable doubt should be lowered or
removed and this balance of probabilities idea put in its place, which is a lower

level of proof.
! V. Kane: So the take-up rate when there is danger is very slow as far as industry's

.
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! cancerned?
st Mr, Gee: It is, it fits into a general pattern of waiting till you ¢an count a rather
large number of bodies reslly before companies and the government says - yes,
= there's a problem.  If, for example, we'd picked up the early signs of V.C. disease,
P the liver damage that the Russians picked up in 1949. The A.O.L. bone disease in
- 1963 that the Rumanians picked up. The cancer In rats in 1970, four years before

anybody moved because we hadn't before 1974 a dead worker. I[f any of these
things are picked up earlier, in other words evidenca from short-tesrm Lests, you've
got a chemical test and it comes up positive and you say that's likely to be
carcinogenic, if then that's added to positive evidence from animal data that's

enqugh for us.
-..00000...

* denotes phonetic spelling
“+* denotes indistinct word
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AMNOUNCERt THE ASSOCIATION OF SCIENTIFICs TECHNICAL AMD
ﬂmﬁgﬂ- STAFF+ WARNS THAT THE PLASTIC BASE INGREDIENT
a8h)
VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER COULD CAUSE CANCER, VCN IS USED IN
COUNTLESS EVERYDAY ITENS FROM FURNITURE TO RECORDS AND
PLASTIC CONTAINERS. RESEARCHN INDICATES THAT 1T MAY 9E
RESPONSIBLE FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF CANCER PREVALENT AMONG
PEQPLE WHO WORK IN THE PLASICS INDUSTRY. ASTHMS RERPRESENTATIVE
ROGER LYONS SAYS THE UNION WILL NOT TOLERATE CONTINUED
EXPOSURE TO SUCH A HAZARD ANO IS5 PREPARED TO WAGER A
SAFETY CANPALGN.

HR.LYONS: OUR NEMBERS WHO WORK IN THE PLAGTIC NATERIALS
PLANTS HAVE REEN INCREAGNGLY CONCERNED AT THE HEALTH HAIARDS
THEY FACE. WE BELIEVE THAT THE RESEARCH WE HAVE PUT TOGETHER
FROM INFORMATION FROM THIS COUNTRY AND OTHER COUNTRIES
INDICATES THAT THEIR OWN EMPLOYERS HAVE B NEVER ADEQUATELY
PROTECTED THE OCCUPATINAL HEALYH OF THE EMPLOYEES CONCERNED.
IN OUR REPORT WE INDICATE HOW HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS
ARE NOW MUCH TOUGHER IN OTHER COUNTRIES ANO HOM KEY
RESEARCH IN THE PAST HAS BEEN IGNOREDIMOST IMPORTANT OF

ALL THE NEED TODAY IN BRITALN FOR MUCH TIGHER SAFETY
CONTROLS WHICH IN THE IMMEODIATE TER ME TERM NE BELIEVE

XXXXX
WILL PROTECT THE JOB SECURITY AND THE HEALTH OF THE
WORKERS COMCERMED, SECOMOLY WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE
BETTER COMPENSATION FOR THOSE WHO HISTORICALLY ARE NOW
SUFFERING FROM ANGIOSARCOMA AND CANCER OF THE LIVERy THE
RESULT OF WORIN WORKING UNPROTECTED 1IN PLASTIC PLANTS.

INTERVIENERT MHOU MANYPEOPLE ARE AFFECTED IN THIS WAY?

HR.LYONS: ABOUT TNE THOUSAND CURRENTLY AT WORK AND SEVERAL

TEN
Y THOUSAND NHO HAVE WORKED OVER THE: YEARS MANY OF WHO N
il HAVE BEEN INVALIDED OUT BELON THE AGE WITH LOW PENSIONS &
I WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY IN FINDING OTHER WORK, ONE EXAM|
13 OME FOREMAN AT THE I1C1 PLARTICS OIVISION PLANT
|

WAS fE] D_SICK_IN 1972 AND ONLY IN QCTDEER 1979 oN
'IL'IJTm-M-m Pyl FYP Y
CONPENSATION.
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MR. LYONS® WE NOW HAVE SOPHISTICATED COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
THAT CAN SAFEGUARD THE LIVES OF CURRENT MORKERSG IN A MUCH
MORE VIGOROUS WAY AND WE WANT THE SAFETY STANDARDS BROUGHT T,
TO THE ABSOLUTE GES AV BEST AVAILABLE: NOT TO THE MOST
REAGONASLE STANDARDS THAT THE EMPLOYERS SAY8UT THE BEST
AVAJILABLE AND COMTROLLABLE STANDARDS.

INTERVIEWER? WHY HAVE WE NOT SEEN A CAMPALGN LIKE THIS
' LAUNCHED BEFOQRE?

MR. LYONSt WUELL, THERE MAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE RESEARCH
AMONGST - THE EMPLOYERS CONCERNED BECAUSEs AS YOU UNDERSTAND,
THEY ARE WORRIED ABOUT THEIR OWN JOB SECURLTY ANO WE HAVE
GIVEN THE COMPANIES CONCERNED AN OPPORTUNITY TO INPROVE
THE STANDARDS TO THE BEST POSSIBLE STANDAREDS AS OPERATED
 ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. BUT UNFORTUMATELY THEY HAVE FAILED *
TO MOVE AR FAST AS WE WOULD LIKE - AN EEC DIRECTIVE HAS
IN FACT TO AN EXTENT SLOOWED THINES DOWN. WE WOULD LIKE

TO SEE THE SAME ON MILLIONTH PART STANOARD THAT THEY HAVE
IN THE UNLITED STATES:+THE XIND OF VIEOROUS CONTROLS THEY
HAVE IN SWEDEN ANC MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL MUCH RETTER
COMPENSATION FOR THOSE PEOPLE WH O ARE SUFFERINGWHOSE
FAMILIES ARE SUFERING ANO WHO WILL DIE OVER THE COMING
MONTHS AND YEARS BECAUSE THEY'VE NORKED FOR THESE MAJOR
PLASTLIC MULTI-NATINALS,

INTERVIEWER: S0 FAR WE HAVE TALKED ABOUT THE DANGERS

TO PEOPLE IM THE INDUSTRY.WHAT ABOUT CONSUMERS? AS YOU
DESCRIBED THE USE OF VCM THEY ARE IN THINGS THAT WE HANDLE
EVERY DAY. ARE E WE IN MI; DANGER IF £ WE ORINK-FROM A

FLABT!C CONTAINER'I

HR LYONBI FIRST. KET ME SAY THAT THE ASTHS BELIEVES THAT
THE MSTIC HATERIALS INDUSTRY IS A KEY INDUSTRYsOOUNSTREAN
FROM NORTH SEA oL OIL AND GAS AND WE MUST HAINTAIN 1T,

WHAT WE DO TO 00 IS MAINTAIN IT AMD DDEVELUP PRODUCTS
BAEED ON IT WHICH ARE SAF  FOR AllL COMCERNED,

Yesasane
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You may care to see a cutting from the Evening Gazette, a paper put out
in the locality of our Hillhouse PVC plant. The reporter has got a number of

things wrong eg Mr Rigby had ASL, not a lung tumour.

VM = ASTMS

For gross inaccuracies, innuendo etc the enclosed BBCA transcript is the
best yet. This programme was done locally in Wales near the BP factory about
which there was a BBC TV Wales programme on 11 July and the interviewer there

was the same Mr V Kane.

Plastics & Hubber Weekly have gone to the root of the matter — I don't think
our Govermment and the other unjons will neceasarily welcowe the resuscitation
of the Tripartite Working Party.

The Daily Star is a communist newspaper.

J Stafford

JS/SEW/D50-16
1 August 1980
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PARKER BISHOP LANCING

PLEASE PASS FOR THE URGENT ATTENTKON OF MISS VIVIENNE CURRELL

VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF ITEM ON BBC RADIO 4 - WALES
'MEET FOR LUNCH'’ 12.30.P.M. 30/7/80

VINCENT KANE: A REPORT 1S PUBLISHED TODAY BY THE WHITE COLLAR
UNION ASTMS WHICH 1S SHARPLY CRITICAL OF CERTAIN PRACTICES IN
THE PVC INDUSTRYs THAT INCLUDES BP AND ICI,» PARTICULARLY BP
CHEMICALS HERE AT BARRY» SOUTH WALES.

VCH - VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER - IS THE GAS WHICH 1S USED

IN THE PRODUCTION OF PVC AND IT HAS BEEN PROVED CONCLUSIVELY
FIVE OR S1X YEARS AGO THAT EXPOSURE TO THAT GAS = VCM GAS -

CAN CAUSE CANCER, THREE MEN HAVE DIED AT BARRY AS A RESULT OF
THEIR EXPOSURE BEFORE 1974 TO THIS POLISONOUS GAS. BUT THE UNION
IS NOW SAYING THEY ARE HAVING GREAT DIFFICULTYs PEOPLE WHO HAVE
BEEN AFFECTED» IN GETTING COMPENSATION FROM THE COMPANLES
CONCERNED. ROGER LYONS 1S THE SPOKESMAN FOR ASTMS TODAY.

MR. LYONS, WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS AND DISEASES WHICH
THIS GAS» VCMs CAN CAUSE?

MR. ROGER LYONS: THE FIRST PROBLEM CAUSED IS A SPECIAL DISEASE

CALLED ACROSCLEROSIS WHICH AFFECTS THE HANDS - 18 A STIFFENING

AND BROADENING OF THE HANDS. THIS 15 NOW AN INDUSTRIAL DISEASE

FOR WHICH YOU CAN GET STATE COMPENSATION. THERE 1S ALSO A DISEASE |,
CALLED VC D1SEASE WHICH ENTLY STRUCK WORKERS AT THE VINYL

TESTING PLANT AT CHESTER WERE AWARDED A TOTAL OF THREE-
QUARTERS OF A MILLION POUNDS DAMAGES AT A SHEFFIELD COURT. TH1S

IS A VC DISEASE AND A NUMBER OF PEOPLE HAVE THIS WHICH INCLUDES

LIVER DISEASE. HOWEVER THE WORST ONE OF ALL IS AN ANGIO SARCOMA

WHICH 1S A FORM OF LIVER CANCER CAUSED BY VCM AND THERE APPEARS .
TO BE NOW IN EXCESS OF ONE HUNDRED DEATHS. AT BP CHEMICALS BARRY Z_UMt;—
PLANT THREE MEN HAVE DIED OF THIS AS LIVER CANCER IN THE LAST (2177
EIGHT MONTHS ALORE. -

V,KANE: THESE ARE MEN WHO WERE EXPOSED TO VCM AS LONG AGC AS
TEN/FIFTEEN YEARS?

"¥ﬁ LYONS: TBA ) THAT 15 CORRECT. IN 1974 INFORMATION WHICH
E

EMPLOYERS NO MEDICAL ADVISERS HAD HAD FOR SOME YEARS PREVIOUSLY y ./
WAS FINALLY EXPOSED AND BROUGHT INTO THE OPEN FOLLOWING A LONG

COURT CASE BY A MAN AT GOODRICH VCM PLANT IN AMERICA. WHEN HE
FINALLY WON HIS CASE THE AMERICAN EMPLOYERS ADMITTED THAT THE
EUROPEAN COMPANIES, INCLUDING ICI AND 8P, HAD BEEN UNDERTAKING
RESEARCH IN ITALY AND THE PROFESSOR IN ITALY HAD SHOWN THE

INCIDENCE OF CANCER IN LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS.

V. KANE: IS IT TRUEy MR. LYONS, THAT MEN WHO WERE EMPLOYED
AT VCM PLANTS AND WERE USED AS CLEANERS IN PARTICULAR CONTEXTS
WERE ESPECIALLY AT RISK?

6/1€LL S®BY
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MR, LYONSI ANYONE WHO WAS INVOLVED INs SAY, AT THE VATS WHICH

PARTICULARLY INVOLVED CLEARNING THE VATS AFTER EACH BATCH OF
PRODUCTIONs THEY WERE TRADITIONALLY MOST AT RISK BECAUSE OF THE
RELEASE OF VCM GAS WHILE THEY WERE INVOLVED IN CLEANINGx

V. KANE: AND IT MAY BE MEN WHO WERE INVOLVED IN CLEANING™
THESE POLYMERISERS TEN/FIFTEEN YEARS AGO MAY YET SHOW SYMPTOMS?

MR. LYONSt THIS xscé%égfiz:fzzgra STATION PERIOD OF ABOUT TEN
TO TWENTY YEARS FOR(IZIVER CANCER TO €O 0 THE SURFACE AND
THEREFORE PEOPLE EXPOS THE HIGH LEVEL OF CONCENTRATED GAS

BEFORE 1974 WILL NOW BE BEGINNING TO FALL SI1CK. THIS IS HAPPENING

AND SOME PEOPLE'S SICKNESS HAS DEVELOPED EARLY AND IT'S TAKING SOM

TIME FOR THEM TO DIE: FOR EXAMPLEs AT AN ICI PLANT AT HILLHOUSE A lﬁt}
WORKERs FOREMAN» EELL 1972 BUT THE COMPANY DID NOT .
COMPENSATION THEN BECAUSE THEY DID HI S WaS OUE To | il
VCM. HE FINALLY DIED IN OCTOBER '79y SEVEN YEARS LATER AND HE'D

HAD TO WORK AS A SECURITY MAN IN THE MEANTIME AND IGI CACTUALLY
APPROACHED HIM ON HIS DEATHBED IN OCTOBER ’'79 OFFERING HIM .
COMPENSATION WHICH HE SIGNED FOR:y WHICH PREVENTED ACTION BEING Z /
TAKEN IN THE COURTS. THIS SEV AR ESS _BEING
DIAGNOSED TO DEATH IS THE KIND OF PROBLEM WE ARE SAYING MUST e
INVOLVE IMMEDIATE ACTION BY BP AND ICI IN AGREEING BENEFIT TERMS)

S0 THAT THE ILLNESS WHICH MAY COME IS NOT IN FACT COMING BEFORE

THE MAN 1S ALLOWED TO LEAVE WORK. AT THE MOMENT HME IS ALLOWED TO

LEAgE WORK WHEN HIS SICKNEZS IS DIAGNOSED AND WE SAY THAT 1S T0O

LATE,

BV.KANE: 1S IT NOT TRUE THA T BP DENIES LIABILITYs DENIES
NEGLIGEN%Ev BECAUSE THEY SAY THEY ACTED ON ALL KNOWN INFORMATION
AT THE TIME?

MR, LYONS: WE DON'T BELIEVE THAT THEY DID. THE INFORMATION - f?s«' .
DETAILED RES H - WAS PUBLISHED IN MEDICAL JOURNALS IN 1949nj TﬂbLKﬂr
BASED ON RESEARCH IN THE SOVIET UNION WHICH SHOWED A DIRECT LINK — VAT
BETWEEN WORKERS IN VCM AND DISEASE. THIS WAS FOLLOWED UP IN gt Bt
SUBSEQUENT MEDICAL JOURNALS AND FINALLY IN RUMANIA IN 1943 e
DETAILED RESEARCH WAS PUBLISHED WHICH IN FACT A BP MEDICAL

OFFICER ~ I BELIEVE - TRANSLATED IN 1968 FROM FRENCH WHICH TH a:t&?
RUMANIAN WORK WAS PUBLISHED' IN+ INTO ENGLISH, S50 AS EARLY AS ’'48! .
B8P CHEMICALS IN SOUTH WALES MUST HAVE KNOWN THAT THE EARLIER —e
RUMANLIAN RESEARCH OF '43 LINKED VCM WITH DISEASE.

V. KANE: YOU SPOKE OF V C DISEASE APART FROM LIVER CANCER.
IS THIS THE CONDITION THAT INCLUDES L0SS OF VIRILITYs FOR
INSTANCE, AND CAN AFFECT THE WIVES OF WORKERS AS WELL?

L
MR. LYONS: THIS I UNDERSTAND FFROM MEDICAL ADVISERS IS5  WWise nedc/ 5
INVOLVED. IT IS ONE OF THE FEATURES WHICH WOULD OBVIOUSLY adimiin
NOT AFFECT EVERYONE CONCERNED AND I WOULDN’T WANT PEOPLE TO .
BE TERRIFIED BY THIS BUT IT'S CERTAINLY KNOWN TO HAPPEN AND FOR |, [ i/
EXAMPLE AT CHESTERFIELD THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF CASES

CONFIRMED BY MEDICAL ADVISERS OF IMPOTENCE CAUSED BY VC DISEASE.

V.KANE: AND GENETIC EFFECTS ON CHILDREN BORN?

MR. LYONS: THIS IS A FEAR THAT IS BEING INVESTIGATED. 1 COULDN'T
-~ NOT BEING A MEDICAL EXPERT - WOULD NOT WANT TO COMMENT
DIRECTLY BUT THIS IS PART OF THE PROBLEMs THE LATEST INFORMATION kﬁﬁf,

WHICH WE_DISCLOSED YESTERDAY FRQM PROFESSOR MALLONI++ WHO HAS

BEEN UNDER CON 0 D/ BP; AMONG OTHER COMPANIESs HE Uguits s
REVEALED RECENTLY TO THE CURIE-FOUNDATION AT A SEMINAR IN PARIS 3;55;’
THAT THESE DISEASES COULD BE CAUSED BY VERY LOW DOSESy VERY LOW

LEVELS OF EXPOSURE AND IT APPEARS FROM THIS LATEST RESEARCH s
THAT BRAIN TUMOURS AND OTHER DISEASES WHICH HADN'T PREVIOUSLY [/ ___.—
BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH VCM COULD NOW BE CAUSED B8Y VC EXPOSURE. e

V.KANEY  COULDTHIS-MEANT-MR. LYONST\THAT THE TRADE UNIONS- ANYWAY
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V. KANE: COULD THIS MEAN» HR. LYONS, THAT THE TRADE UNIONS ANYWAY
MIGHT BEGIN TO WONDER ABOUT BANNING THIS ALTOETHER? 1IT'S A
GIANT INDUSTRY IS IT NOT?

- e ot et b ¢ e e ettt

e m s g =

MR. LYONS: NOs WE WOULD NOT WANT TO BAN THE PRODUCTION OF VCM.

SWHAT WE WANT IS THE MAXIMUM HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS POSSISLE.

SWEDEN IMPOSED A ONE PART PER MILLION STANDARD AND THEY TOLD

THE COMPANIES THEY HAD TO MATCH IT. I RECALL BACK IN THE MI1D

SEVENTIES WHEN THE FIRST INFORMATION BECAME AVAILABLE BOTH

BP AND ICI SAID IF THE TEN PPM STANDARD WAS INSISTED UPON WITHIN[.. R
THELVE MONTHS THEN THE PLANTS WOULD SHUTy A QUARTER OF A MILLION ILJWL~
WORKERS WOULD BE THROWN OUT OF WORK. THE AMERICAN INDUSTRY SAID

AT THE SAME TIME IF THIS WAS INSISTED UPON IT WOULD COST NINETY

BILLION DOLLARS AND WOULD THROW TWO POINT TWO MILLION WORKERS OUT

OF WORK. WELLy IN THIS COUNTRY IN FAGT THEY BROUGHT IN THE TEN

PPM IN 1974y THE AMERICANS DID SIMILAR THEN AND NO-ONE LOST THEIR

JOB AND NO PLANTS WERE CLOSED DOWN AND WE BELIEVE TODAY WE COULD

IMPOSE A ONE PART PER MILLION STANDARD HERE AS THEY HAVE IN THE

UNITED STATES AND SWEDEN AND WE FEEL IT 1S WRONG THAT ONLY BRAND

NEW PLANTS ARE ANYWHERE NEAR THIS STANDARD AND ALSO WE BELIEVE

THE CLEANING WORK INSIDE THE VATS WHICH ISs AS YOU SAIDy+ THE MOST
DANGEROUS AREA OF EXPOSUREs SHOULD BE AUTOMATEDs AFTER ALL,

BP DON'T SEND MEN THROUGH THEIR PIPELINES IN THE NORTH SEAsy THEY

SEND AUTOMATIC CLEANING MACHINES CONTROLLED BY MICRO CHIPS.

V. KANE: AND THE LAST QUESTION MR.LYONSs WHAT ABOUT COMPENSATION
THEN FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE ILL NOW AND FOR PEOPLE WHO WILL FIND OUT
IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS THAT THEY ARE ILL?

MR. LYONSs WELLs ASTMS IS INVOLVED IN LEGAL ACTION AGAINST BP

CHEMICALS FOR ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IN BARRY. IT HAS COST Us

TENS OF THQUSANDS OF POUNDS AND IT IS QUITE WRONGE FOR US TO JUST

SORT OF FEED THE LAWYERS AND KEEP THE LEGAL INDUSTRY GRINDING

ALONG WHEN® IN FACT THE COMPANY KNOW FULL WELL THAT VC EXPOSURE

CAUSED THE .DISEASE CONCERNED AND WE WANT THE PROPER COMPENSATION
PAYMENTS FOR THOSE EXPOSED TO HIGH LEVELS OF GAS IN PRE '74 YEARS.

WE WANT THE RIGHT OF EARLY RETIREMENT WITHOUT ANY LOSS OF PAY OR

PENSION FO THE PEOPLE CONCERNED, THAT’S WHAT WE’RE SEEKING FROM ;XUL# 1
BP AND ICI. WE'VE ASKED THEM IN WRITING FOR THISs» WE'VE TOLD EJ-
THE EMPLOY L GOT THE ING OF THE WORKFORCE.

AND 1 THINK BP AND ICI WILL HAVE TO COME CLEAN WITH BOTH THEIR

WORKERS AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE AND AGREE TO A PROPER SYSTEM

OF NOT JUST CONTROL OF THE MANUFACTURE TODAY AND TOMORROW BUT A

PROPER AND ADEQUATE COMPENSATION FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THE

BEST PART OF THEIR LIVES LITERALLY IN VC PRODUCTION.

V. KANE: WELL, THAT'S ROGER LYONS AND HE IS THE SPOKESMAN
FOR THE TRADE UNION ASTMS WHICH HAS PRODUCED THAT REPORT

++ DENOTES PHONETIC SPELLING
SENT 1225/31/7/80 JUFP

FOR MR C LEWIS PR PLASTICS
MR OWEN JONES WORKS MANAGER PLASTICS HILLHOUSE
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Surprise ASTMS call for
rethink on VCM findings

ONE of the biggest wnioas (o the

plastics industry wants (e revive
the special wetking party set up
five years ago to investiyate the
caneer-refated effects of vinyl
chloride monesmer.

The Awaciation of Seientific,
Technieal and Mansgerial Staffs
is predaciag 2 sew repert on
VCM and health and safety in the
piastics Industry.

ASTMS leaders are calling for

lower thresheld (eveis and com- .

pensation for these belleved to
kave beem un?ed te the

mepemer befare wew rules were
drawn up by the werking party.

ASTMS was nat regresented on
the eriginal werking party, which
drew its membership from the
Industry, trade unieas and the
Gaverament.

The walea kad reservations
absat the scope of the recom-
wmendations made by the working
party. ASTMS claims te have new
argumeants warranting re-

e

t
The ASTMS report refers (o the
landequate health and safety

stnadards of past years and in-
sists that even miers stringest
ruies are applied to safeguard.

erx

The ASTMS campaign kas
come xt & surprise. The wocking
party's erigimal actien was
thought te bave the full suppert
of trade antead. industry and the
Gevernment.

Many (eel (here ure ne greands
ltor lndepeadent actien or eritie-
iswm 33 Lhe situntion Is onder con-
stant surveillance by the Health
and Safety Comminsion.

r
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| The plastic passion killer

By PETER WELBOURM

THE COMMON house-
hold plastic PVC cin be
s passion kliler Lo the

mefnt who maks I

1t causes Impolence,
delcrmily and, in some
cases. death according
to & union report on Lhe

chemical.

Now the Assoclallon of

Bdenline, Techaleal and
Managerial Stam la eall-”
ing for siricter coniroly
in the PVQ factories and
better compansatlon lor
affected warkers.

Shelln Mc!:uhni
ASTMSB's  health  an
nlety offloer, sald yester-

day 3 " At lesst 14 have
dled from <&ancer and
thoyandy suifered other

sffecls from making the
sufl.

=1t ecertalniy causn
Impatenss, Menm LAJK
abouf it smong them-
relves on-.the shop Door
but dre m—nmhnrruﬂd

"o discuss it orneuilr We

want them . came
formard In ennﬁdenu 30
we can assess the extent
_of the problem”

. -

9,000 may be

at risk from

e e
- ’ [
By BILL WAINWRIGHT
AT LBAST 9,000 in the
petrochemlical Industry may be
at risk from exposurs to rinyl
chloride monomer wsed. in
making plastics. .
The clalm i3 mede by thae
stalf unlon ASTMS In a report
which reviews ruem:h lTato
the chemical and calls for
stronger zafsty unuhtlolu and
& compensation
Prasentlo du report yester-
day, AST nattonzl office:
ogar Lyo u!d that untl
recently workers |a the Industry

5 t i
llver cancer caused by VCM—
ut in the report st will over

But the unlon’s national safety
officer Shalls McKechale pointed
out that only after 1the next 10
years will the full toll be known,

T because the average
time for the distase to develop
appears to be 17 years, and it
was around seven years axo that
levels of exposurs were reduced
to lhc resent 10 paris per mil-
Itt.ln n E and | pom la the

the ¢ffects on those who
bad higher exposures are sufl

working thelr way through, she -

had tended to.shrug off wame. . 4|

lnes from the unlon.

But now that workers were
dying of cancer — there wers
three desths 2t one plant In
eight months — snd It was
known that the chemlcal gag —

VCM as It s known — could
Cause oth:r serlous and lethal
dunul of the lver, 1the “stron
man" attitude had dlappesre

There was now  widespread
fear of who would be next, and
what would happen to the fam-
{lles of those who mizhe faft in
furs to a fatal or a crippllag
lliness, Mr, Lyons sa

Among the cﬂ:cu of ¢xposurs
to the gas listed In the report
Is a package of llinesies called
VCM disease — which In c!udu
clubbed fingers and toss,
clrculatlon, breathing dlmcultiu
and sexual bmpotence.

The report also says that ex-
posurs to the gas has damasdng
tflects on the foetus,

The slarming featura of thenn
sffects Is that they are now
kaown to be zasociate th
long termn exposurs to low lavels
of the gas mt or around the cur.
feny  amounts permitted 1n
Britaln.

The world tows}! of deathy
from asnglosarcoma—a form of

The unlon makes clear In s
report that it rexards the plas.
tics lndustry u of unt lmpoz-
tance to try. particu.
larly sines Nnnh Sen oll can
provide raw materlazls which do
not beed to be mported.

But It puts the blams pa the
industry and medical sutbod.
ties for aot deslinx with the

dangers sooner 3nd more effec.!

trely,

Mr. Lyons nJ-l yesterday th- °

rasearch 1n the Sovier Unlon as
early a3 1949 and 1957, sand In
Romanis In 1963, lekine VCM
with diseass "were Iznored by

the comoasies and tefevant
medlcal oplnloa.

“K:{ research work 1ponsored
companies was con-
in secret at Bologna In

ulr and Its findings were only

sed l.tter thres deaths [n
the US, he zal

Mr. Lyon utod' *In whose

Interest dld the University of
Wiles imyon A two-year
embargo p\lblhhinri s re-
acarch thllil on  VCM-related
dluuc which becamc avallable
only this ]snuatrl Tha unlon
- that the d‘ ¢ 'BP
an embargo was made by
Chemlcals,

¥ HOAHING ITAR Wednedey joly- 3 o8

pgLELlL SBH  wewwm




——

]
O i ime
L
.
A . / \MPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED
R BLASTICS DIVISION—WELWYN GARGEN CITY
From: 3 srArTosn
Divisisn Nemager
Health & Dnvireasest Protestiss
BEO-16
¥ Ext Y162/959/20%

59 - Dp Statferd's Ses,
2096 = Telrphoune semtast iy 1S

PR Tl

— g w o

. .. /I e FRR, Yl
K ‘r,uu ,(.fw—k Ay e
o .H\o. |

. =




/ o 0y G
M chemtalk

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED

981€LL S®Y

PLASTICS DIVISION—WELWYN GARDEN CITY

From:

J STAFYORD

Division Namager

Baalth & Dnviromsext Proteotioa
D50=16

Ext 3182/3859/2096

3859 = Dr Stafford's See

2096 « Telephoae somtact im 132

7
H

Mr R Hards

B Hasler

F W Best

G Basker

D M Ferguson
D Ryerson

M

J
P
J
J
T
T
J
J
J

J S Gibbons
G Kammuller
G Claus

C Thomas

P Taasignon
Garlanda

R Torkelson -
Lawrence
Seawell
Eadley

Mr
Dr
Mr
Dr
Mr
Mr
Dr
Mr
Mr
Dr
Dr
Dr
Mr
Mr
Mr

|

Article from 'European Chemical News'
11 August 1980.

JS/MIE/DS0-16
15 August 1980

Little sympathy for ASTMS

THE UK ASTMS union's recant attack on
IC! and BP Chamicals over the control of
work place health hazards in the
VCM/PVC industry achisved its objective
of winning the union several column
inches in the national preas {and in the
spacislist press, see fast week's ECN).
But the publicity may have baen at the
expense of the union's credibility as a
major influence on progress towards the
improvemaent of industrial working
conditions.

The industry was not provoked suf- |
ficiertly to issue a direct response: but,
more significantly, other trade unions |
with 8 more direct interest in the |
VCM/PVC sector were decidedly |
unsympathetic 10 ASTMS® call for tighter
controls on expasure, better compenss-
tion, eacly retirement for sl long-sarvice,
VCM/PVC workars, re-opening of talks
on the EEC directive, etc,

And far from encouraging the more
open dislogue between the companies
and ynions on the subject, the union's
action was seen zs likely to further
aggravate the strained atmosphere
within the official negotiating forum =
the National Joint Advisory Council for
Health and Safety In the r.hemk:ll
industry (NJAC)

The NJAC is naw rupmubh for
further action relating to VCM haalth
nssuu but ASTMS recently boycotted 2

d to di
ocwpnhml cancer in genaral and VCM |
in particular. One of the ASTMS
demands was that VCM be once again
the responsibility of a special committee
like the tripartite working party which
developed the 1975 UK code of practics.

The last function of the original VCM
working-farty wes to discuss the new
UK “spproved” code which wsz to
satisfy the 1978 EEC directive lapproved
codes of practice have a specisl legal
significance in UK law). Although
ASTMS' chances of encouraging any
modification to this new UK
legisiation/ " spproved™ code of practics
may have sesmed siim, in fact the rapid
paca of developments in the legisiative
fisld may have improved its chances of
doing so. This is because publication of
the already overdue UK law is likely to be
further delayed to sllow for more general
occupational heaith legislation to be
discussad.

Not anly is the implemantation of the
EEC’'s important “Sth amendment™ lsw
now being considered by the Health and
Safety Commission but also the
modification to the UK's 1978 Packsg-

., ing and Labelling of Dangerous Sub-

stances Requlations which will be
necessary as & result of the 8th amend-
ment. Most importantdy, major new

proposals for the control of toxic sub~
stancas are also ynder discussion.

The union is unlikely to win any re-
g opaning of discussions on the EEC direc-
tive. But, bearing in mind the continued
delay in its UK implementation and the
union’s increasing., if unpopular,
influence in UK occupational health
issuey, it ramains to be sean whether its
demands for a re-opening of discussions ;l

on the UX (aw are successtul.
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¢ lenkin made this vom.
sent in the House of Cume-
5 JHET o sumnary of com-
45 on the Government's
switative  paper  Putiens
*was pubiished. He ad-
«d that the Government’s
son 10 retiin FPCy had
1 Tsevereiy critiched”.
ghty-tive  per  cent  of
wazl Health Authorities,
acr cent of Area Health
aorities. 5O -~er cent of
amunity Bealth Councils,

miny  aurses. ad-
atrators. tnaeares, local
uritles  and trade yrions.
soretted the Government's
st (o retain the present
wemwenls  for the  ad-
strution oi tameiy  prag-
ACr =0 vy

Or ROD GRIFFITHS
FPCs3 will be challengad

pected und the newly released
phans  differed hardly a0 all
from those laid out in Putients
First.

Community Hezlth Councils
got a reprieve, despite doctoers
calling for their dissolution at
e Anongal Representative
Meeting in Mewcastle-upon-
Tine last month.  Ductors,
Arca Teams of Officers and
Distrier Manugement Tewms
provided the only substannai
Speasiilon e thewr cons
unuation.

The overw heliting response.

planztion for the two vear em-
{b.:rgo on the rLport

“The informaiion. that Dr
Williams  ¢ollected. on  how
pevple  contracted  various
VCM-related  discases, was
very germane (o 3 number of
enmpensation onses. The ine
foratation would have hc!‘gcd
us immeasarably to fight 11
the courts two years ago and it
is helptng us pow.”

Me Lvons said he was
sickenad by the Jtutude of BP
Chemicnls  which made
nudlions of pounds every Jday.
ver. he alleged. was fighting
every stngle case relating to
CDI‘A',’.‘C!‘\S.\!"H\,

B Chenueals  last weck
revented st had paid out Lrge
amoents of fompeasation o
the widows of two  DBarry
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‘ RR's vhesis ‘rubbish’ for surgsries
; NGRS BT 1S Flolisn .
i in Pall
, | doutied
i HE Association of Scientilic. X thesis could, if made fully , ot .
i schaicud  und  Managerial by Jane Feinmann public. be prejudicial to a num- |O\ ER £8'2 million has bee
i affs (ASTMS) has been ac- ber of cases coming hetore the | 7t to GPs ia the past tn
ised of "sensationalism” and courts because people in the | YEaFs to help them buy or w
: nuccuracy” in it report  his Barry practice to work full-  know would be able to idenuy | Prove surgery premises by th
i iblished ‘last week on the  time for BP last week. claims  these cases. General Practice Finanee Car
\ ngers of Vil Chloride  that  ASTMS  has  “misin- “They asked me not to sub- p"'{‘"“’"' | .
! cnomer to workers involved  terpreted information. got its  mit my thesis. but the senior | . tt3 annual report shows the
' the production of PVC, numbers wrong and is  medical otficer at BP and the | 17 the vear 1979/30. 346 G'P
; The report whick wiwtms that  generally inaccurate™, works gencral manager ob- b}’f".m"ed more than 4
. M 3as. ‘uacd in the produc- ) And he denied an accusation jected and so it was submitted. r}.x ion, ‘reﬂecung‘ a2 risin
' nof PVC, dan sause cancer  from ASTMS that his thesis  p_spptide S maumne That 1 vemand mf}"?}“ "Om_opf;
; the diver. br;u‘n zod lqus. iad been “suppressed” for two w5 avitiiable oniv i bong fide A m,“l °'_ 13 "2:‘"5 for tor
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2n MD thesis. puolished  University of Walss. “Dr Willums said the “in ar, womp ¢+ oticr
; 9 sears ago by Dr David “This is absolute rubbish”.  ccnfidence™ procedure  for for &% .m at the same ume i
' liams, a medical uificer 3t Dr Williams  told  Medfond publishing MD theses was « th\‘:'”;:rcvmus l““r
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: + & tarmer UP . peacd was that the legal of-  tengively by chemists rescars | hoqng erbemly being attors
! : tut Ge Williams, who left  ficer of BP believed that my  unz products which had not w GPs r';.e ,mb\;'u::g oy
: e H 1 t
’ yet gained 4 patent. assuge of the Heait ice
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. 1 to the ASTMS report. its swatutory Sorrowing limit o
DTS A T~ SN i Fad K- But  Mr  Roger Lions. | £28m last year and ic will no
dd WO UD Gl e ASTMS Nagionnl Chemucals | te uanl the Health Servies
T, Otfizer, and one of the authars | Bill becomes iaw that the
?e:: :e f:“n N.:‘t;r,m'.su:: -~ -' of the VCM report. has kit | horrowiny timit will de =
i e “_;_pl“ v ins . s i | back at Dr  Wiiliams' | creased to s4m and thereaf:s
f.l"n‘, \le ‘;".'::ri‘k 3“[,;’;: { | criwcisms. He said he had sot) | to $100m.
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ASTHS nitichals lasl
week atcused P
Chena.:ls ol
suppitaning
Inlemalion aboul Yiny!
Chlunde Monanwer
(VCH).

VC1Y 15 8 batic
matedal for the plashics
Intusiry, bul workers
exposcd o Vingl
Chitorkde sullarfroma
nuimber 6l deseases
Inchinling liver cancet.

ASTS cay tha DB
Lold the Untiverisly of Wales

10 embargo & ettt willlen
by oat of thelr medizal
83191088,

The Coanpany insicied
on teciecy broause etyhl
woib ers from dhewr Bairy
YC14 plant in Scuth Wales
are rlalmmg compensalion

:lmnlng Lhatthe thesis s
‘Sub-Jugice,

tn fact H conlalm
Infosmaton ihat could
have wan higher
conmpentalian for wark ers
sapored 10 YOI, anall

revealed haw presd

In Amerles whaiethe
danpars ol YC A nese hirsl
dlstorvied. 8 Goosramend
official ceinedat Fhe
occupaiondl heditn harerd
oliha century.

Balore VM wai
racognided 23 3 hedlth
harard Whe ¢ aE 31 madil
In Brilain wik 520 pirly pes
milion [ppm). As (lBeCane
clear that bhe cherarCal was
lslhai, the UK Chemical
Indusiries Asancishon,
TefHeswning 1he Alach

pelioCheini sl COMpEnits,

¥CM poisoning b

ged or plaged down
the fiche.

H SOCIALIST WORKER § Augusl 1980 11

Ew Ba ol CI !lhl
olher manm producer
asartien BP 1 | adimitted:
"The pency of tne Chemical
Industng s AssoCiation wis
10 acHo redsce CONERIN —
whethes bachedup by
procenizch or not.’
Alteryears ol
campaign.ng. thesels
level wasreduced lo
3ppan, but workers who for
&ars have been eaposed
o messes doses ol YCM
e demensing
COmpEns oD,
8P Chemicals have just
anaounged 3
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* compensalion ichems,

Boneres s sn stlemplio
tlop warkers whobe heatth
has tuttered iom ¥CM
laking the compainy 1o
courl.

ASTMS are demanéing
e 8ilg eelisemenl with lull
pay end pension lor
waodhers arpased 13 YCM
belose 1974, They ar¢ also
demanding a tedustionin
permitled eaposuie levels
to the Amerlcan standurd
ol 1 ppm,

The ;htmlul Induilry ks
¥ olmuy oggas ng Lthens
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UNION CALLS FOR FURTHER CONTROLS ON
VINYL CHLORIDE

Workers in the UK's plastics industry are still
inadequately protected against the dangers of
vinyl chloride monomer (VCM), according to a
report from the Association of Scientific,
Technical and” Managerial Staffs (ASTMS).!

Although permitted exposures to VCM were
drastically reduced in 1975, the union wants
further action to prevent “disorders of health
which are now known to be associated with
long-term exposure to VCM at levels at or around
the current UK Threshold Limit Value (TLV)
of 10 ppm."

VCM is used in the production of polyvinyl
chloride (PVC), ane of today’s most important
plastics. The UK's annual production of PVC
fluctuates between 300 Q00 and 400 000 tonnes,
and has involved a workforce of around 9 500
(Table 1) since production began in the early
1940s.

Cumulative
Plant Product & dates work{otca up
of Production toend 1978
1C1 Mond Hillhouse VCM  1942- 545
1C1 Plastics Hillhouss PVC  1942- 1446
ICI Castnver-Keliner VCM  1941- 1652
{IC! Billingham experimental plant 41)
1C1 Plasuics Runcom PVC 1973 162
BIP Aychife PVC  1953- 634
Vinatex Staveley PVC 1969 i 419
BP Barry VCM  1943-1971 2412
PVC  1948.
BF Baglan Bay VCM 1966 2132
PVE 19T
9453

Table 1. Location of workforce involved in PVC and VCM
production in the UK, at the end of 1978. Since then, BIP
have opened a new PVC plant at Newton Aycliffe, while
IC! Mond are using VCM in the manufacture of

1, 1, I-trickloroethane at their new plant in Runcom,

The report first takes issue with the claim
commonly made by the UK’s chemical industry -
most recently in the Chemical Industries
Association’s document on occupational cancer
(ENDS Report 53, pp 12-14) — that “the whole
story of the control of VCM has been of an industry
reacting rapidly to an unexpected risk. identified
by animal studies commissioned and paid for by
the chemical industry.” In fact, ASTMS c¢laims.
industrial companies have ignored evidence
implicating VCM in liver disease as early as 1949,
and failed to reveal the resuits of industry-

JIHV 3

sponsored research which confirmed in 1972 that
VCM was capable of causing a rare form of liver
cancer (angiosarcoma) in rats.

It was only when the US rubber company B F
Goodrich announced in January 1974 that three of
its workforce had died of angiosarcoma *‘that the
chemical industry moved into action over the
carcinogenic effects of VCM. Had these workers
not died, or had they died from a common form
of cancer such as lung cancer”, the report argues,
“then it is highly probable that industry would still
be arguing over whether VCM is *really’ carcinogenic
or not.”

After B F Goodrich made their announcement, 54
cases of angiosarcoma came to light world-wide up
to October 1976, and the union believes that the
total “must now be well over 100." The report
quotes more recent research — including a study
by the Medical Director of BP Chemicals, Barry,
which was “‘subjected to a two-year embargo by
the University of Wales at the request of BP™ —
which implicates VCM in chronic liver disease,
brain and kidney tumours, the range of effects
known as *vinyl chloride disease™, and a number
of other disorders.

The report sets out the union's two-pronge
strategy for the VCM-PVC industry. Firstly.b
victims of past VCM exposures should b
adequately compensated by early retirement with
full pension and pay, and the DHSS Industrial
Benefits scheme — which at present only provides
for workers suffering from angiosarcoma and
acro-osteolysis - should be extended to cover all
VCM-related disorders.

Secondly, the current VCM Code of Practice
should be tightened to provide an adequate margin
of safety in relation to the chronic eifects of VCM.
Following the philosophy set out in its recent
policy document on occupational carcinogens
(ENDS Report 47, pp 10-12), the union calls for
‘lowest feasible levels’ of control — which would
entail a Jowering of the hygiene standard to | ppm
(which BIP claim to have achieved in their new
PVC plant) from the present TLV of 10 ppm.
However, the Health and Safety Commission is
shortly expected to propose a standard of only 3

ppm.

Other aspects of control policy proposed by
ASTMS are the medical and biological monitoring
of employees, the protection of local communities
around PVC plants from VCM emissions and
the inclusion of enforcement procedures in a
revised Code of Practice.

1 Vinyl Chlaride Monomer: 3 Special Report, from ASTMS Health
and Safety Office, 10-26x Jamaestown Road, London NW)1 7DT,
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John Manos who wrote this article had a long telephone call with me.
He has got some points of detail wrong but the overall effect he has
achieved ia, I think, quite good.

J Stafford

JS/SEW/DS0-16
8 September 1980
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Union “goes public”
over vinyl chloride

At a dme when the Health and
Safety Commission is pre-
paring to implemeat the 1978
EECdircctive on wotker expa-
sure t0 VCM, the ever-active
Assodiation of Scicatific Tech-
tical and Managerial Staffs has
complained that cven that
agreed contol messure (it
took 4 years to agree to) needs
0 be reviewed in the light of
receat  developments. The
union it also unhappy sbout
the present urangements for
compensating those suffering
from VOM-induced illness and
discuse and about the extent of

concorns  were
expressed in a spedial reporton
VOM rolcased to the pres at
tha end of July and which woa
tha umion several column
inches  of national press

ge. But pting that
‘succesy’, it was, last moath,
hard 10 find support for the
sentiments  expressed by
ASTMS on an jssue which has,

polymerising VCM to PVC. So
complaints made by
ASTMS contrast with the com-
ments made by the TGWU
legal secretary Albert
Blyghtoa at the receat HSE
conference when he described
the success of the tripartite
HSC VCM working party
which oversaw the develop-
ment of the UK Code of Prac-
tes during 1974775,
The VOM working party hes
sioce been incorporated. under
the HSC's Advisory Com-~

PVC plants from VCM emu-
sions, enfoc

/ﬂ/ 77

An ICI health expert com-
d lm monts that the

to be written into uw eode o(
practics and further discus-
sions between trade unions and
iegal advisors to unpmve

had
been mhned’byLyom com=
ments about the Rigby case.
And the union's demands

company-based p
schemes,

Clexrly, in its eagerness to
cover every aspect of the VOM
occupational health problem,
ASTMS finds npothing with
which it is satisGed,

IC1 *sickened® by complaint
In presendng it case to the
press, ASTMS conoentrated on
i dissatisfaction  with the
existing compensatdon schemes
(although it ¥new very linle
about them). The unmiom's
oational officer for the chem-
ical industry, Roger Lyoms,

mittea on Toxic Sub on
which of course, ASTMS i
represented. But lor ASTMS
0 come on the seene in 1980
mthmbunpo(cnmplm
one might hnvee:peaued

lained about the way ia
whwhmemdowolmwcnm
of VCMi-ind

mm h&mdmen:uwudw

over the last six years, already :hmumakudywpauedm
anracted more resesrch effort | be coutained the HSC's forth-
and expendityre than any other | coming approved code of prac-
individual h&llthhlmdmd tic2, more comprehensive epi-
has  involved idersble | demiology and worker health

rethinking of past approaches
o occupational besith prob-
lems, that of occupational
carcinogens in particular,

A common reaction to the
ASTMS document has in fact
been 0 ask “Where was tho
union in 1974/757" when the
commmany mponlnt and
widely-used plastics raw mate-
rial being found w be car-
dnogenic) was being tackled,

That was, of course, in tha
days when *joint consultation’
[ hﬂlll',\ and safety issucs was

-...- more sed, than
today, But ASTMS wat aot
involved in the early tripartite
diseussion  because then, as
now, the umion had 2 ncﬂig-
sble b of .

surveillanes and more gen-
jon schemes.

before 1974 (whether or not
umnbnbeenmyapp-umin-
oess) and the recopnmn by
the DHSS industeial benefits
scheme of a wider range of
VCOM-related illness, e not just
wngiosarcoma  and  aco-
osteolysis but some of the less
well-defined ailmanes ex well.*
Qu couatrol, it wants a Ippm
hygiene standard as applied in
the USA, a re-opening of
discussions on the EEC diree-
tve dnd the end of manual
c.lelmnlolrncﬁpnvmh.m

expased to the hazard.

In fact, it was the TGWU
and the GMWU which rep-
resented the bulk of the
affected workforce at ICI, BP
Plastics, Vinatex and BIP, the
four companies then

logy it wants more
mcdxcal and biological
monitoring and the. extension
of EMAS mortality studies to
include morbidity (sickness)
monitoring among the present
workdorce, [t wants protection
of local communities around

16 . Health & Safery ar Work  Scpremnber 1980

ment with an ICT solicitor
signed “over his desth bed™
shorly before his death, There
was a ‘naw mood' among the
workforce, Lyoos said, in par-
ticular st BP Chemicals plant at
Barry, South Wales, where
thrce workers died from
angiosarcoma during a period
of nine months (bringing the
total UK death toll to five).
Yet (although tha unioca
ioclf wrongly stated the oppo-

site in-the first version of i

VCM report) Righy, although
a foreman, mnounASl‘MS
ber. He was baste
by the TGWU which together
with the GMWU represents
the bulk of the VOM/PFVC
industry’s workforce. One
must ask, therefore, who gave
ASTMS 2 mandate to make

. such stroag sccusations when

the TGWUI's Albert Blyghton
told HS last month that he had
00  <ymplaints  about  the
compeasation schemes which
were in operstion and that, in
any case, they were very much
an internal union issues and not
for public discussion? He also
stressed that he had no com-

| plaint about the d.(ccuumn

of the ¢
which c:mcd now mm;b Lhc
HSC's Advisory Comminee on
Toxic Substances. (Lyons had
aiso announced that ASTMS
through ACTS had requested
that the VOM working party be
reconstintted).

g to health surveillance,

L g of
vessels and biological
monitoring = gave the impres-
sion that litde progress has
been achieved. .

In fact, the spokesman
pointed out, periodic health
surveillance is a requirement ol
the UK Code of Practice while
ICT Is currently intoducing its
computerised MORAS health
record-keeping scheme cove-
ring all workers exposed o
chemicaly, Also, the unioa's
suggestion that the method of
monitoring lver malfunction
called Greyscule Ultrasono-
graphy (itin fact mensures liver
enlargement) couk! be useful
was i{llfounded, according to
ICL The method had sot ful-
Blled the earlicr promise.

Similarly, the demand for an
«od 1o the munual cleaning of
reaction wessels (clearly the
most  hazardous  opern
under pre-1974 coundid
ignored the fact chat in
cases this had slready been
achicved (through the e of
hl‘h P waler
devices) exczpt in a fow older
installations; or at least t.he fre-

of ld g has
been reduced to annual rather
than weckly operations.

And the unions’ demand for
the inroduction of a method of
blological moaitacing to mea-
sure the extent of absorptdon of
VCM by individoa!l workers
was unrealistic, Thowe methods
which had been devaloped (In
Germany) to deteer metabo-
ites of VOM it urine were only
capable of respooding when
fevels of ammospheric
contamination were well above
these currently prevailing in

Simtilar answers were readily
available to most of the ques-
tons raised by ASTMS last
month. Even on the isue of
eompensation, about which a
made union might be expected
to ba well informed, ASTMS
seemed only 1o suggest that it
was out of touch with whst had
been achieved by other unioos
with a more direct interest.

‘A special report: vinyl chloride
monomer’,  Association  of
Sciennfle, Technical. and

Mamgcrial Seaffs, 10-26
wn Road, London.




IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED
PLASTICS DIVISION—WELWYN GARDEN CITY

o From: J STAFFGED
B Nvizion Hamiger
Eealth & Drvirwmsent Protestisa
BS50-16
Ext 3162/385%/20%6
3859 o Dr Stafferdts Sec

‘{ - - 209 » Telephens semtact iz 73
(5 i

- ke
i

Bucknall
Hill

i

t
N
S
=
X
A
g6LELL SBH

ooth

P Dickinason
n Jones
Sleddon

F Adams
ennett
aytholomew
Doffield
son

Tight
t

=R NN}

W QS b Sytp Syt

Wi

t"dg’d
W

&

illiams
1llips

YR EFEEYYYYEYREFEEEFE
q
8

N LA LR
B a

RRNOQDHANER
[ ]
AE-S
w

ammmuller

2
:

aasignon
aenens

o =3

L
Scarisbrick
R Torkelson
Stafford

HFTRETEERFY

-
e oNAmOYy

VCM - VINATEX CASES

Please see the attached report in the IRS Health & Safety Bulletin pl5 regarding
the only "Vinatex case" which was settled by the Court ~ the others were

settled out of court. I find the comments on immunology and lung transfer
factor difficult to understand and accept.

J Stafford

JS/SEW/DS0-16
i 17 October 1980
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Tha propesal for a Council Directive on tho nsk of major

ous substances, resulting from the uncontrotied
develdpment of an industrial activity, which could conafi-
tute a sancus nsk, immediata or delayed, for workers!
naeighbouning poputaton and the envirconmant,

- a salaty report b
— workufs ba inlorn

— the mwghtouring popylation bedntormed and an emer-
gency plan estabhisied,
In additon when certain
explading or tlammable sub
exceeding certain hmds
substantial dossier 18 cphpulsory, Such a dossier s atso
ance ithin certain criteria of

immediately the

parucularly loxic, persistant
Soces are present in quantities

extremities, depression and fatiqgue, mugraire and
headaches, and aches and pains.

Mr Millard was one of a number of employcos who
brought claims for damages in respoct ol inunes
suffered in the course ol employment wiln Vinatex
Limited. His main complaint was of aches ard pains i1
his arms but he also had aches and paing 10 his th:ghs.
calves and leet,
~“TTe issue before tha High Court was whether these
symptoms wera the result of physical exposure to VCIA
ar whether thoy ware “due ta soma mild ansety stin
genarated by all the trouble at the plant’ .

On the balance of probabilities, it wis huwn that the

mptoms wera causeq n N "arxe 2 Dt

the physical exposure to the VCM_The rusulxs [
objeclive” medical tests going some way to show
thus, The first showed a disturbed immunaiooy wiilst
the second showed that tha abiity of s wngs_to
transfer oxygen into the blood was below normal otk ’ [
ndings weare com ple exposea to VOM,

Also, Mr Millard sWER the court as bteing a 'eve
headed and sound sort of person and “notwithstanding
that anybody who worked in the condit:ons whick he
did would have very real reason to feel anxiety a
stress, he went back when the doctors sad it was
appropriate for hvm to go back to work and o continuo
to work thereafter”,

In the circumstances therefore, Mr Millard wa
an important consideration was that his complaints had
reduced over the years. Beanng this in rmna it -~as felt

¥ """“”Eg
bu.mmiilj

Personal injury
Employer’s liability
Damages for exposure to VCM

Workers exposed to Vinyl Chlarida Monomer (VCM),
an important ingredient in the manufacture of PVC,
may suffer a deterioration in their health if the degree of
axposura is not restricted.

Where employees claim damages for injuries resuit-
ing from exposure to VCM, the court must be satisfied
befora awarding damages that any symptomns suffered
are a result of that exposure and not attnbutatle lo any
other factor. This principte is illustrated in the recant
High Court case of Millard v Vinatex Limited,

Mr Millard was employed by Vinatex Ltd from 1969.
The employers were manufacturers of PVC. During the
early 1970's amployees who had been exposed to
fumes from VCM and dust which contained VCM
complained that they were suffering from certain
symptoms including 2 feeling of coldness ot the

that his condition as a result of the expost.re wauid not l
deteriorale as he aparoached fis SIXles ana $o aiarge
gum of damages was inappropnale. Rowever, tne

.anxiety and worry he suffered as lo tne pons.bie

nsaquences of exposure as well as the physi

dlsabmty must be faken into acccun when assessi
amages.” Corséquen ur,_mace
award of general damages amaunnng to £330

exemptions from the
on. One concems tre

by Rodd Regulations Exemptions) Regu'ations® 1980




