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February li-, I9U1

Dr• Graham Edgar
E th y l  Gas o lin e  Co rpo ratio n
Ch rys le r  B u i ld in g
New York Ci t y
New York

Dear Grahams

Your l e t t e r  o f January
50 th r a i s e s  a qu e s tio n  which has come to  my a t te n t io n  
b e fo re ,  though n o t in  th i s  p re c is e  fa s h io n .

. I  should h a rd ly co n s ide r
i t  n e ce s s a ry to  ad vis e  a n a lys ts  as  to  the  d e ta i l s  of  
f i l l i n g  a 50 c c  p i p e t t e ,  u n le s s  th e re  was some fa c to r  
In vo lve d  which would in f lu e n c e  the accu racy o f  the 
r e s u l t .  Presum ably e ve ry che m is t knows th a t o rgan ic 
s o lve n ts  in  ge n e ra l are  n o t to  be taken  In to  the 
mouth and sw allow ed. The same is ,  tru e  o f  co n ce n trate d  
a c id  and a lk a l in e  s o lu t io n s ,  and y e t  I  have  n o t n o te d 
any ad vice  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  the l a t t e r .  I f  the  q u e s tio n  
o f danger from  le a d  i s  under c o n s id e ra t io n  h e re , one 
m ight as w e l l  re co gn ize  th a t  th is  i s  n o t  a hazard to 
be co n s id e re d . The q u a n t i ty  o f  t e t r a e th y l  le a d  which 
can be In ge s te d  in  h an d lin g com m ercial ga s o l in e  i s 
e n t i r e l y  n e g l i g i b l e ,  and i s  o f  no consequence so  far  
as  the danger o f  le a d  p o is o n in g i s  concerned. The 
s w allo w in g o f  a m outhfu l o f  g a s o l in e ,  on the o th e r 
hand. I s  a ra th e r  s e r io u s  th in g  in  th a t ga s o l in e  does 
v io le n t  damage to  the  mucosa o f  the  i n t e s t i n a l  t r a ct .
Ge her a l l y  s pe akin g th e  w o rs t th in g  th a t  I s  l i k e l y to  
happen i s  th a t  the in d iv id u a l  w i l l  ge t  ga s o l in e  i n  h is  
mouth. Th is  w i l l  be  un com fo rtable  bu t i t  w i l l  be o f 
no con se que n ce , i f  he does  n o t swallow  i t .

A l l  i n  a l l  I  see no good
re aso n  fo r  a t ta c h in g  a s p e c ia l  n o te  to  in s t r u c t io n s 
o f t h i s  typ e , i f  fo r  no o th e r  reaso n  than th a t  i t  wi l l  
be m isun de rs to od and w i l l  m is take n ly be a t t r i b u te d  to  
p re cau tio n s  a ga in s t  le a d  p o is o n in g .

F a i t h f u l l y  yo u rs ,

RAKsis Ro bert A, Kehoe, M.D.
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