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8ince our ordinary sctivitiss in Bealth snd Safety follow & routise of
snevering questicns, inquiriss, sttending meetings, etc., and since & good memy ;
of these sctivities sre listed for you in the Associatics's Quarterly Reparts
and camented upon toT you in Mr. Lisgfeld's Anoual Report, we thought at this
time that it might be instructive to cutline in grester detail seversl wousual
situations that came to our attentica in the pest year. Accordingly I would 5
1ike to discuss thrve {tems in grester detail than is ordisarily possitle i ]
our Quarterly and Annual Reparts. Pirst, coe of the more famous T.V. showe,
then & discussion of & certain university professor and finslly sa outline of
& Dew positive actiocn program that we are starting this year.

The Ben Casey T.V. Show--Octcber 30, 1963

T.¥. portrsysls of physicisns are ordioarily not of grest interest to me
but this particular shov was healdlined as & soluticn to & leed problea
in ipdustry s0 I watched. It twned out to bde cos of the most rograns
I have ever seen, slthough the exsainsticm by Dr. Casey of the "lead poiscuing
problen” wes acre Juvenils than cboaxious. 7The show portrayed the compeny
doctar 1o 8 really vicious mancer all the while inferring that American busineee
firms would candooe sbabby and unethical medical prectice. As & matter of fuct
the ectire shov vas a travesty co the way & modern American business is conducted
in that all of the eaployees in the small shop shown wvere surposed to bave lsed
poisoning end yet the company doctor refused to admit 1t, told them they bad
besdsches and stomach aches, snd hid this bad situstion fros the Board of
Bealth and cther government suthorities. Then of course Ben Casey discovers
the situation and rides tothe rescue of the poor dowvntrodden employses by ex-
posing the company doctor, confounding the compaxy lavyer and cutwitting the
mansgesent. To me it vas & comedy--although s tregic coe--since Ben Casey w8
entirely wrong in bis explapation and diagnosis of lesd polsoning end equally
vrong in his understanding and portrayal of sodern American business. The sbow
made me vonder, sgain, in vhat world the Madison Avenue script writer lives who
sericusly portrays & company which hides, or even attempts to hide, from ite
uwnico, from the goverrment and from its own paysicias s poisoning situation e
serious &8 this particular one wes supposed Lo de,

Ve bere at the office consldered that our best approach to the network
and 7.V, statica (ABC in this case) would de thrcugh the medical professim. I
could oot locate any physiciaa by phone who bad watched the progrsm buat sll were
squally shocked, vith ae, wen I outlined the prograa ccateat to them. In arder
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0o stir up sase actico I vrote to the Presidest of the Industrial Medicsl
Association outlining my thoughts in the mstter and requesting their cooperstica
in bringing this matter to the attention of responsidle suthorities. 7Tois is
what bappened. In the Pebruary 196k official Jowrnal of the Industrial Medical
Association, the President, Dr. John Norris of Pastasn Kodak, wrote sa editarial
from vhich I would like to Qquote. “In & Ben Casey shov on televisicn oo October
30, 1963, & 'company doctor® vas partreyed (o & ‘particularly sod uooecessarily
villsinous msaper'. I'm quoting Dom Fovler, Director of Health and Sefety of
the Leed Industries Association, wbo first brought this to ocur attention. BSince
the AMA celuceus proudly rests among the credits for this program® to quote Dom
Tovler sgain, wve bave asked Henry Bove to use the influsnce of the Council cm
Occupaticoal Eealth to prevest such a thing in the future. Perscnal letters
from you to the prograa director of ABC-IV will also belp.”

As & result of this editcrisl the Americss Medicel Associstion and the
Industrial Medical Associsticn sssembled a committee of competent physicisns
to & private screening of this T.V. show 1o order to plan & mrthod by vhich
future programe of this type can be screened and corrected before they sre showa.
These discussicns detwveen the medical professicn and the 7.V, industry are still
{n progress sod as far es I knov & mecheniss for revisw of such progresms bes
#t1ll to be established,

Leed in the Ocesn

A professar in the Department of Geclogy st the Califorania Institute
of Technology bes expanded his interest in recent years to include the ocesn.
This particular prafesscr has also becams sn expert oo muclear plumbology which
1is & facinating specialty thst takes sdvantage of the aanipreeencs {8 land snd
ses of three 1sotopes of lead. Since these three 1sotopes of leed heve equmlly
well-knovn precursars {o the atomic scsle, it is possidls, by means of delicate
apd extremely sensitive measurements, to deteraioe the ratice of the thres isotopes.
asd their redio-ective precursors in sotls, rocks, etc. 7These measurements cem
mds 30 eccurstaly that a nuclser plumbologist can tell us how old & plece
rock 18 or the sge of & gallon of wvater 1n the ocean. It is interes
t these are ‘5e men who lave given uw the exact age of

In other words, lead {s, end has proved to be
veluable trecer element, far more versatile and important than redicactive
re 18 wbere ve came in. Ino making his mesasuresents of rocks end
in vaters the puclear piumbologist expects to find lsed everywere
doss; but recently he haa found what he thinks {s too much lead 4n tha
Apparently the professor becams geouinely slarmed and decided that be
out vhere all of this lced 45 coming from, and it wes at this stage
tatico that he remesbered cur industry is selling lsed for gasolime
18 lreded gasoline is used in cars end trucks azd, therefore, comee
tallpipes of these cars and trucks, 1s spreed ioto the atacepiwre
the stacephere 4Arops into the ocean, With this siaple chain of evests
dispcaal the professcr was sble to explain ia a sstisfactory
T hov 500,000 tons of lead every yeer ¢rop into the ocesns of the Nortders
Bemisphere. As Bob Ziegfeld said wben De first heard thess funtastis “facts”,
here 1is the world's best leed and
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When we locked up the liceticus {n which these articles appeared we
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find they are respected; we find that the professcr, Ivr. Pattervom, is respected
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in the scientific commumnity; end of course we knov that his university bes &
unsurpessed reputation 1o the world of science. 850 we decided to talk to De.
Pattersco abu give him the bevefit of cur Xoovlsdge sdout the mbjlect of leed. 3
I found Dr. Paiterson to De & sincere and dedicsted sclentist vhose measuring
techniques for lesd are beyond reprosch and vhose laborstory sad equipment 4
caanot be matched anyvhere in the lead industry nor, for thst mstter, 4n ey 1
other university. Eowever, Dr. Pattersco, in his dedicsticn as & scisntist
concerned with the braad problem of pudlic welfare, fesls that it $s his oblige ]
ation to notify everybody adbout this problem end that 1w wvhat be bas 4coe and 3
is planning to continmue to do. As you might expect he and I dad 3
discussicn and I questioned bis sssungptions that all of the lesd that goss into
the gesoline camew out of the

particularly wben at the time of his report ve vere using & grand total

|

of the etavsphere and that these messurements are wiformly lov, lover than soy
lsvel wbich would de physiologically significent, end thst therefore his ioter-
pretation of bis own data vas probadly in error. I further poivted out thes
using his own data the lsad lavel in the oceans is about coe hundred times

less thsn the sacunt permitted in drinking vater. I smust sey that after spending
four bours with Dr. Petterson ve Darted in s friendly mapmer dut be bhed not
convinced me spd, wmfortumately, I bad not coovinced him., Nis constantly re-
itarated positicn 1s that lesd should de remcved from gasoline immedistely so
that we stop poiscning all of the peopls in America.

Ve have not beerd the last froe Dr. Fetterson. This summer be jouroeys
to Greesland wbers bhe heads an espedition which will &rill into the Greenlast
{cecap to find tvo-dundred year old soow wvhich he will then analyne for lead
with the intection of proving that tvo-hundred ywers ago the lesd level in snow
vas much less than {t 1s today. Our plans for Dr. Pattersca include a weeting
betveen him snd Dr. Xeboe in which Ir. Kahoe will present to him the fects of
1{%e coocerning lead physiology and present pudlic exposure to lsed. IV wild
be interesting to follow this discussicm.

Meport on Nev leed Infarmsticn Progrem

At 1ts Decesber meeting last year the Board of Directors spproved &
proposal by our sdvertising sgency to prepare printed msterial covering the
use sod abuse of lsad in present-day ipdustry and every-day life, Masny of our
mesbers have in the past suggested to us the need for & positive action progrem
of this kind which could seisze the initiative and present informetico favorebls
to the medical prafessicn and cthers who are interested snd soncerned,
favareble t0 lead I 40 not meen to imply that we intend to de any-
thing other than cbjective in cur presentatiom of inforwaticn Dut that we wild
present facts 10 8 caglete and roamded maoner 80 that medicel decisicos osm
be made the

on

e firet cbjective of this prograa, which 1s now in high geer vith 0. 8,
Tysco writers bdustily abstructing and collsting informstion co lsed )
1s to reach selected mmbers of the medical and public bealth professions ia

1 say in this country although cur Buropeas frienis slv follovisg
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of our progress hers becsuse they are anticipating and ere slready running
into problems of & pature similar to thoes with which ve are faced bere. As W
a1l know, there 1s & great deal of {nformatico oo lsed taxicology present ia
bocks and srticles in the scientific and medical literature, and it is from
this source that we are sbstracting the material for cur first publicatica.
This pudblication will include & concise statesent of the sently knowa fects
sbout lesd toxicology and the application of these facts the industrial
situatfcn, that 1s the protecticn of employwes; to the pudblic bealth f1ald
vhere the problem of childhood lead poisoning is recognised; sod to the atr
pollution and water polluticn situsticn es it pow exists.

best use them to cbtain for leed 8 falr
inds of the general populaticn. AS you know ve find
the great smount of ignorance that exists today sdou

public bealth professions, an ignorance that 1s most likely &ue to the lack of
time co the part of these professicns in keeping up to date. Our publicstiom
is dasigned first to lay & factusl groundvork in the knovledge these profess
should have sbout lsed and aid them in their 4aily activities and, in later
supplenents, to keep them abdreest of deve

miling the basic plece of litersture, which vill be ready for printing shortly,
to & list of seversl thousand key pecple. ime

88 1t beccmes available we vill furnish these peopls and otlers wi
items of & specific pature, slways strictly factual and eccurste
then inforaed. Other meilings aod materisl vill temsde to selected newspaper
editors {n the field of science to belp cambat specific situations e they arise,
sod to provide & gedersl beckground for their interpretation of peve items, Ve
bave grest Bopes for this whole progran and feel that If we maintsin & coverugs
of sclentific litersture and adstract from it pertinent msterisl we will be in
a8 positiocn to influence the ixpartant peopls in the field of medicine, publis
bealth, air and wvater pollutica and those ssgments of the press which deal
with thess mattere.

Qenerel Comment

Froa these activities vhich ve bave just cutlined for you I would 1like
to point out thet our whole approach {s designed to iotegrsts the Health and
Bafety Progrem of the leed Industries Associatico wvith the ILZRO Research Progrem,
ty initiating research sctivity in areas vhere facts are lacking and needed,
through our memberships in various professional and tecbnical societies, msking
valuable scquaintances vith key menbers of the societies in tha medicel end
public bealth professions and to sssemble all of these facts, and to make use

of all of these acquaintances 1a & grosrel educationsl effort.
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