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BE AWARE AND BEWARE

Seventy-five or more Washington lobbyists and corporate representatives
met last week at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce tc lLaunch an awareness
campaign. The subject was H.R. 5735, the Occupz:icnal Health Ha:zards

Compensation Act of 1882, introduced last mon:h ov Lador Standards
Subcommittee Chairman, George Miller (D-Calif.).

The bill preempts state workers' compensation law

s by creating a com-
pulsory benefiz system for individuals suffering Zrom diseases asso-
cliated with exposure to asbestos and uranium. Cther diseases (not
defined) are to be added later by the Secretarv o Labor. A summary
oI the bill is attached.

1021 anZ 22, §:30 A.M., Rcecnm

Mr. Miller has announced hearings on Apri
2261, Rayburn House QZfice Buildi

Last fall, Mr. Miller held hearings on several crcopcsals to curtail
the excessive abundance in the Federal Employees' Compensation Act
(F.E.C.A.). Nothing has vet been done to reform that program, but it
is interesting to note that one of the major '"reasons' Mr., Miller

aivanced for his reluctance to move was the slow, unsatisfactory handling
cf claims bv the U.S. Department oI Labor. One got the distinct impressi:cn
things were so bad that the parameters of the F.E.C.A. program were 5econ-

dary to the need for improving the administrative process.

That same Mr. Miller now wants to federalize a portion of state workers'
compensation and hand it cver to that same U.S. Department of Labor.
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