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CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS . P. 0. BOX K, KING CITY, CALIFORNIA 93930
To (Name) Paul McDaniels _ Date March 4, 1968
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Enclosed ia an article given to us by a local doctor. If you haven't
seen it, I thought you might &e interested.
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A fatal cancer of the
chest and abdominal cavi-
ties iz cropping up among
the nation’s asbestos wark-

ers. :
So rare that 20 years ago it

|waan't ever in the medical

texthooks the cancer is
called mesothelioma, and
seems almest peculiar to
people exposed tn asbestos.
Those stricken with the
deadly disense include a
nurse whose father wotked in
an asbestos plant and a man

h who handled asbestos for no:
_|more than a month while hei

insulated the plumbing in his
own house. ]
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Mesothelioma was “irst
spotlighted in 1960. when a
South African doctor found 32
cases among the pecple liv-
ing and working in the Cape
of Geod Hope asbestos flelds.
Alerted to the problem, this
same doctor turned up 57
more cases in the next
years. .

DOCTORS

Nobody unows how many
Americans have had mesoth-
elloma. Even todazy doctors
have trouble spotting it —

alive or pin & down at an au-

topsy. .

- In three separate studies in
the last three years, doctors
in three states have turned.
up 71 cases. Oddly, 21 of

1o real exposure to asbestos.
The other 60 could all be
traced to -ashestor contact,

with it, lived with penple who
did or Hved in neigiborhoods
whore the air was heavily
laden with asbestos dust.

! The “fi¥st American “study
Was one run in 196¢ by Dr.;
trving J. Selikoff of New
York's Mount Sinai Hospital,
who began the study ¢o sea if
cancer in any way affected
the lives of the asbestos insu- |-

York metropolitan area.
Tracing the lives of 832
members of the Asbastos
Workers Unlon who were on
the unjon rolls before Jan, 1,
1943, Dr, Sefikoff found that
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