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‘general President S. Frank Raf-
i has  nominated D, lrving
koff of the Mount Sinai School
edicine for the AFL-CIO's 1979
ray-Green Award.

e Murray-Green Award s
ted to individuals who have,
roved the health, welfare and
eation of people everywhere.”
Selikofi's name is synony-
§ with the health of workers.
"specialist in pulmonary medi-
r. Selikoff worked to find a

the clinic, but retains “week-end
privileges.” On Saturdays and Sun-
the days, he spends his “free” time
examining and treating workers
from all over the world—at no
charge. '

irial of isoniazine,
der” drug most responsible for
nging the “white plague” under

He has sugccessfully stimulated
lcularly prevalent in the gar- the first HMO-occupational health
“trades. program in the U.S. (Northern N.J.
'Selikoff founded the Paterson HMO) and he has been asked to
ic, one of the earliest HMO pro- create a special permsnent clinic
pes. The success of the program  in New York City by the labor move-
evidenced by the fact that ment. Worldwide, he has become
inical experience there gave the workers' doctor in New Found-
leads on disease land; Copperopolis, Calif.; india-
ong the asbestos workers who napolis, Ind.—wherever we ask him
patients. He no longer directs to go. ’

S xe

aftery and Dr. Selikoff

He is best known in the field of

environmental medicine. His work
on the hazards of asbestos has
made him the best known doctor in
occupational health. His work on

lead, vinyl chioride, dyes, cotton -

dust, and other contaminants is the
most substantive basis for the new
OSHA standards and proposed
standards,

His investigation and diagnosis
has also been responsible for tech-
nological changes in products and
application methods which have
greatly reduced worker exposure to
unhealthy substances. At his urging
and IBPAT's insistence, asbestos
and the mixing of such in drywall
compounds has been virtually elimi-
nated—a practice that has been
killing workers for more than 25
years. Chromates are being re-
moved from paints; better respira-
tors are being developed to curb
exposure to killing dusts; workers
handling asbestos, from construc-
tion sites to automobile plants,
have had their lives lengthened by
the precautions resulting from his
studies.

The first health alert for an occu-
pational hazard-—the U.S. govern-
ment’'s asbestos alert—is based
largely on Dr. Selikoff's work. In
this effort, he has been almost
alone in asking not only what the
problem is, but also in doing al-
most all the work on how to reduce
the exposures and how to treat sick
workers for whom OSHA standards
are too late. .

As still another example of his

.dedication to the health and wel-

fare of workers, Dr, Selikoff has
also spent the past few years exam-
ining and attempting to correct the
asbestos problem facing thousands
of workers at the Groton, Conn.,
Shipyard of the General Dynamics
Corporation.
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