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Jun~ 28, 1978

THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS IN INDUSTRY AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC WILL BE
EXAMINED 1N “ABC NEWS CLOSFUP — ASBESTOS THE WAY TO DUSTY DEATH ON JULY 14

Asbestos, as the bigygest industiial kitler in history which will claim hundreds of thousands of live
before the wirn of the century, will be examined in the invustigative, hour-long documentary special,
“ABC Nows Closeup — Asbestos. The Way to Dusty Death,” airing FRIDAY, JULY 14 (10.0011:00 p.a,,
tD1), on the ABC Television Network

“ARC News Closeup - Ashesios' The Way 10 Duasty Death” reveals original investinitive material
shovang that the US. Navy and other {cderal agencias knew long ago about the hazurds of asbestos but
falt d to act.

The correspondent 1s ABC News Science Editor Jules Bergman.

In Patcison, N J. — former home of the Umion Asbasios and Rubber Co, vhich made ashastos
profacts for Amesican ships during World War 11, and where asbestos workers have been studied more
thoreughiy than anywhere else in the netion — about 27 percent of those workers have already died of
Conicer or other asbostos-relatod diseases, and 35 percent of their family members hava lung abnormziitics

Borbara Gurrie, a 35-year-old mother, recently had a lung rernoved because of mesoihehnma, tha
muat deadiy of ashastos cancers. Barbara’s contact with asbestos was indivact, Her father, an insulator at a
Ve schosatts shipyard, brought home asbestos dust on his workclothes Her father died of lung cancer,
sesothe homa illed ber mother Asbestos disease, when originally  detected, is irreversihie, leoving its
v s aawith ancaverage of two years to live,

Franklin Biooks o tormer footbell plaver with Georgra Tech's Yellow  Jackets — contiacted
mosothehom s two years ago As a teenagar, he was an ashestos worker to help pay his way througlh college.
fov, be suffers from severe pain in his lungs and shortness of breath, and soon will requite oxygen; he hzs
oty a shurt time 1o live. For Franklin, 20 years passed before he sawv the grim consequences of the deadly
dusi ’

More than 30 yeoars ago, Frank Cullen worked with asbestos as a boilurmaker in the navy during
Weorld War 11 He deft the navy after the war and never again worked with ashestos, but in 1977 deveiopad
an wazontioflable cough —~ mesothelioma. He is rendered o0 weok that he “'can’t even take the top ofi o
cats.p bottle  Mr Cullen undergoes chemotherapy treatments for one week every month at Mount Sinag
Horoal in New Yok, the nation's leading cunter for ashestos related diseases. Dr. Selikoff, Director of
e Tovironmaental Sciences L aboratory at Mount Sinm, says of mesnthehioma® “So far, the only cacse
v ooy fop 1w ashestos © Mesotheliona, now relatively commaon, once was rare. Seliboff explaar, “Fror

16770 00 1300, we saw thiree Cines, one every et yadrs ™

aoasatnT



ABC NEWS CLOSEUP -- 2

"Frank Cullen,” Correspondent Bergman states, “1s deeply i debt . . the Veterans Adinmistration
has denied his cleim for compansation, saying he can’t prove thet his tlliness carne from his service during
Waorld Wai 11, He is the victim of an indifferent navy .. "

At the Maie Island Navy Yard north of San Franeisco, the umons - notihe navy  arcare: o for a
study by Do Phatlip Pohkoff, an occupational health snceiehint from Berkeley, Califoroa, i, Polb off
e aminedd 350 shipyard workers and foundd that 59 percent had lung abnormalitics.

Ashestes may also be a problrm 1o the general population. "ABC News Closeap - Achestns The
Way to Dusty Death’ examines the effects of ashestos in building construction, and goes 1o Yoisz Unisersity
which has spent $250,000 to remove the cancer-causing mineral from its modern, recently constructed
Arts and Archutecture Buillding. The program also oxpiores the hazards of asbestos in autorrobile brave
linungs, which leave tons of the deadly powder on the nation’s roadways

Dr. Paut Kotin, Medhcal Director and Scermor Vice President of Johns Manville Corncany, whose
products contain asbestos, responds to the federal government’s attempts to tighten industrial standards
for asbestos particies in the air: "Government experis have bren wrong before, and they're virong now.”
Correspondent Bergman asks Kotin, “Didn’t yoo onc2 say there was no such thing a; & safe level of
exposure for any carcinogen?” Dr Kotin 1 sure didd, and 1 said it as part of the Suig.on General's
consttee in 1970 . L guess P tell vou Umistoarter mow " D Kotnoas former head of e Nationzl
tisittate of Environimental Heafth Services (NI HS), tn government’s top environmeental t-alth body.

The docuementary 21s0 examines what the navy s doing 1o control asbestos use. Amocng the
frndinas a navy survey of 114 shups i the Attantic Tleet reveals that 85 percent cannot corr 'y with the
Ny s O ashestos standards

Prat Levos s the producer of “ABC News Clo s ap - Acbtos The Way 1o Dusty Deartl”

Pamoela b s Executive Producer of ABC Nevy, Tobviswon Docuimcnitanies, Bichard Richier s
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