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DATE: February 11, 1994

COPIES: VI Board Members
Issues Management Committee

FROM:
SUBJECT:  EPA Chlorine Elimination Proposal

Bob Burnett has asked me to contact you about a very serious development that threatens
the future of the entire vinyl industry.

No doubt you have all seen or heard media coverage of the EPA’s plans to announce "a
national strategy to reduce the use of chlorine.” (I've included an article from the February
2 USA Today as a reference.)

The first news of the announcement came via a leak to UP! from Greenpeace. That news
was followed quickly by a press release issued by the EPA’s headquarters in Washington
outlining the agency’s recommendations for reauthorization of the Clean Water Act As
part of that reauthorization, EPA is requesting funding from Congress to "develop a strategy
that would prohibit, reduce or substitute for chlorine and chlorine compounds.™

It's unclear, based on early feedback the Chlorine Chemistry Council has received from the
Clinton Administration, whether or not the release actually reflects the Administration’s
position on this issue. Some Administration insiders are disavowing the plan. It is clear,
however, that Greenpeace was privy to the announcement in advance and likely has been
instrumental in shaping the recommendation itself.

At any rate, this is pretty unsettling stuff, and it’s time to let the White House and other key
elected officials know loud and clear how the vinyl industry feels about this potential attack
on our livelihood.

Here’s what the VI is requesting Partners to do in coordination with their company’s
government affairs staff:

J Contact the White House. You can do this either by phone (recording a message),
fax, electronic mail or letter, or a combination of all four. Listed on the next page are
the White House phone and fax numbers, e-mail contact and mailing address for
receiving comments from the general public. Included in this packet are talking
points for you to use when leaving a phone message, faxing a comment or sending
an e-mail message, as well as a model letter that you should adapt to your personal
situation and writing style.
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Direct your correspondence to:

President William J. Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20500

Phone: (202) 456-1111

Fax (202) 456-2461

e-mail: (via Internet) President@Whitehouse.gov

Write/Visit Key Congressional Representatives. Mailing addresses for the key US.
Representatives on the subcommittee responsible for this issue are included in this
packet. You are also encouraged to contact any other Congressional representatives
from your state and district who are not on this committee. Tell them this is an issue
of concern to their constituents. Their addresses can be obtained by calling their local
office listed in the "federal government" section of your phone book. The same model
letter for the White House can be adapted for these folks. If any of you have personal
contacts with a Senator or Representative in your area, please make an effort to call
them and arrange for a visit to explain the vinyl industry’s position on this issue in
person.

Communicate with Your Customers and Suppliers. Advise your customers and
suppliers of the EPA announcement and the vinyl industry’s response. A sample
letter that you can adapt to your particular situation is included in this packet. The
letter includes language that asks for customers’ and suppliers’ support on this issue;
use this as you see fit.

Let Us Know How It Goes. It is very important that we know what contacts have
been made so that we can plan further action accordingly. Please send me copies of
any correspondence you send out by fax or mail, or a note conveying any phone or
e-mail messages or personal contacts you make.

It is extremely important that the vinyl industry be out in front on this issue with a strong,
unified message spoken by many voices. Please make sure your voice is among them.

As always, thanks for your continued work on behalf of the Vinyl Institute and the Partners
Program.

o
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Draft letter for the White House and Congressional Representatives. Provided as a model only.
Please adapt this to your own circumstances and put as much of the letter as possible in your
own language. Use the talking points provided for additional reference. This is very important;
it does no good to send federal officials form letters.

Dear Mr. President/Senator/Congressman(woman)

My company is located in (name of city and state), employs XXX people and pays wages
totalling $XXX. The recent announcement outlining the U.S. EPA’s recommendations for
reauthorization of the Clean Water Act that included the provision to develop "a national
strategy for substituting, reducing or prohibiting the use of chlorine and chlorinated compounds"
has put the future of my company in very serious jeopardy.

This provision of the plan is not based on sound science. "Prohibiting” the use of chlorine, and
products that contain chlorine, without justification, will cause irreparable damage to the US.
economy and severely diminish US. global competitiveness.

Chlorine is the essential ingredient in the manufacture of polyvinyl chloride plastics, commonly
known as PVC or vinyl. The vinyl industry and its direct customers employ approximately
100,000 people in the U.S. Many more are employed in allied and supplier roles to the vinyl
industry, or in end-product production that is dependent on vinyl as a raw material. Products
made from PVC include blood bags, and many other medical device applications, plumbing and
drainage pipe, and numerous other building materials.

The process used to arrive at the chlorine recommendation was unfair; EPA included activists
like Greenpeace in the process, but excluded those who would be most immediately affected:
those in industry. In addition, this unbalanced process reflects a departure from (your/President
Clinton’s) pledge to run an open, inclusive Administration.

Further, this action is unnecessary; the vinyl industry is already fully regulated and operates
within those standards, and has a 50-year record of safe performance.

The EPA clearly has a predetermined objective with regard to chlorine and chlorine-containing
products such as vinyl. [ strongly urge you to consider the very serious implications of this
strategy and hope that you will adhere to the importance of sound science and risk assessment
when considering any recommendations made regarding the use of chlorine.

Thank you for giving this issue your most serious attention.

Sincerely,
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Draft letter provided as a model for communicating with your customers and suppliers. Use a
version of this letter and the other materials in this packet to get your customers and suppliers
to support this issue.

Dear Customer/Supplier:

In a proposal to Congress regarding reauthorization of the Clean Water Act, the US.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has asked for funding to develop "a national strategy
for substituting, reducing or prohibiting the use of chlorine and chlorinated compounds." As
I'm sure you're well aware, the vinyl industry is fully dependent on the use of chlorine, and if
the EPA is successful, (Customer letter: our ability to provide you with high performance, cost-
effective vinyl products would be severely jeopardized. Supplier letter: our industry will face
grave consequences, leading to unwarranted reduced demand for the goods and services you
provide.)

First, let me assure you that we strongly object to the EPA’s proposal and are working with our
colleagues throughout the vinyl industry to defeat this proposal.

Second, we need your help. Our company has already begun to voice its opposition to the
Administration’s proposal. Now, we need you and all of our (customers/suppliers) to send a
clear message to the White House* and Congress.

The materials that will help you get started are enclosed. Your active participation in this effort
is critical to successfully defeating this measure.

We are confident that when the Administration and Congress are reminded of the vital
contribution vinyl products make to everyday life and the U.S. economy, they will reconsider
their proposal.

If you have any questions or concerns about this issue, please call me. And, thanks in advance
for your help.

Sincerely,

*Direct your correspondence to:

President William J. Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20500

Phone: (202) 456-1111

Fax:  (202) 456-2461

e-mail: (via Internet) President@Whitehouse.gov
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Vinyl Industry Response
t the EPA’s Anti-Chlorine Strategy
Talking Points for White House and Legislative Correspondence

Here are some suggested points about the recent EPA announcement to "develop a national strategy
to reduce the use of chlorine” that you can include in your phone calls, faxs, e-mail messages and
letters to The White House, key Congressional Committee members and Senators and Representatives
from your area:

The EPA proposal is deficient for the following reasons:

—

The U.S. EPA recommendation on chlorine is not based on sound science. "Prohibiting" the
use of chlorine, and products that contain chlorine, without justification, will cause
irreparable damage to the U.S. economy and severely diminish U.S. global competitiveness.

Industry was not involved in any way in the process used to bring these
recornmendations forward. However, Greenpeace and other activist organizations
were party to and participated in this process.

It ignores laws and regulations already in place to address health and environmental
concerns about potential environmental contaminants. The vinyl industry supports these
laws and regulations, adheres to them, and encourages EPA to enforce them.

It conflicts directly with EPA’s own response to the International Joint Commission
specifically rejecting sunsetting all uses of chlorine and chlorine containing compounds.
Rather, the EPA claimed it would pursue a due-process approach based on sound science.
In addition, the EPA’s response acknowledged chlorine’s soco-economic importance.

The vinyl industry believes the process should be:

Based on sound science that includes an examination of all available evidence and risk-
benefit analysis of chlorine and chlorine-containing products such as vinyl, and potential
alternatives.

Fair and balanced, involving all parties that will be affected by its outcome.

Undertaken with full consideration of socio-economic factors for both chlorine and chlorine-
containing products such as vinyl, and possible alternatives.

Benefits of the vinyl industry:

Vinyl has become one of the most widely used materials because of its safe record of
performance dating back over 50 years. It is a highly stable material. The numerous
products made from it present no threat to the environment, and make a major contribution
to our standard of living.

The industry and its direct customers employ approximately 100,000 people in the U.S.
Many more are employed in allied and supplier roles, or in end-product production that is
dependent on vinyl as a raw material.

Vinyl is the world’s most versatile plastic with applications found in virtually every industry,
including health care, communications, aerospace, automotive, retailing, textiles,
construction, durable goods and agriculture.

2/11/94
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WATER RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT SUBCOMMITTEE

OF THE

HOUSE PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Room Number: B-370A Rayburn House Office Bldg.

(202) 225-0060

Douglas Applegate, Chairman (OH-D)
2183 Rayburn House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3518

(202) 225-6265

Ohio Valley Tower, Rm. 610, Steubenville, OH 43952

(614) 283-3716

James A. Hayes, Vice Chairman (LA-D)
2432 Rayburn House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-1807

(202) 225-2031

103 E. Vermilion, Latayette, LA 70501

(318) 233-4773

State | Name Party | Address T leph ne
AR Hutchinson, Tim R 1541 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-0403 . (202) 225-4301
Federal Bidg,, Fayettevile, AR72701 ... ............... (501) 442-5258

CA Filner, Bob D 504 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-0550 ... (202) 225-8045
333 F. St,, Ste. A, Chula Vista, CA919810 . ............. (619) 422-5963

CA | Hamburg, Dan D 114 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-0501 . (202) 225-3311
299 | St., Ste. 12, Crescent City, CA 95531 . ............ (707) 465-0112

CA Hom, Steve R 1023 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-0538 . (202) 225-6676
4010 Watson Plaza Dr., Ste. 160, Lakewood, CA 90712 . ... (310) 425-1336

CA | Tucker, Walter R. il D 419 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-0537 ... (202) 225-7924
145 W. Compton Bivd,, Compton, CAS0221 ............ (310) 884-9989

DC | Norton, Eleanor Holmes D 1415 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-5100 . (202) 225-8050
FL Brown, Corrine D 1037 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-0903 . (202) 225-0123
Ste. 275, 815 S. Main St., Jacksonwville, FL 32207 ... ...... (904) 398-8567

GA | Deal, Nathan D 1406 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-1009 . (202) 225-5211
109 N. Main St., Lafayette, GA 30728 ................. (706) 638-7042

1L Ewing, Thomas W. R 1317 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-1315 . (202) 225-2371
210 W. Water St., Pontiac, IL61764 ... ............... (815) 844-7660

IL Lipinski, William O. D 1501 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-1303 . (202) 225-5701
5832 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL60638 . ............... (312) 886-0481

IL Poshard, Glenn D 107 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-1319 ... (202) 225-5201
New Route 13 W., Marion, IL62959 .................. (618) 993-8532

iL Sangmeister, George E. D 1032 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-1311 . (202) 225-3635

101 N. Joliet St., Joliet, IL 60431

.....................

(815) 740-2028




- | sStat Nam Party | Address Telephone
MD Gilchrest, Wayne T. R 412 Cannon House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-2001 . {202) 225-5311
335 High St., Chestertown, MD 21620 ... .............. (410) 778-9407

Ml Barcia, James A. D 1717 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-2205 . (202) 225-8171
301 Ear Genesee, Ste. 502, Saginaw, MI 48607 ......... (517) 754-6075

Mi Hoekstra, Peter R 1319 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-2202 . (202) 225-4401
42 W.10th St., Holland, M1 49423 . ... ................ (616) 395-0030

MN Oberstar, James L. D) 2366 Raybumn House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-2308 .. (202) 225-6211
231 Federal Bidg., Duluth, MN 55802 . . ................ (218) 727-7474

MO | Emerson, Bill R 2454 Rayburmn House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-2508 .. (202) 225-4404
Federal Bidg., 339 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 .. (314) 335-0101

MS Parker, Mike 0] 1410 Longworth House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-2404 , (202) 225-5865
245 E. Capitol St., Jackson, MS 39201 ... .............. (601) 965-4085

NC | Valentine, Tim D 2229 Raybum House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3302 .. (202) 225-4531
3310 Croasdaile Dr., Ste. 302, Durham, NC 27705 . ....... (919) 383-9404

NH Zelift, Bill Jr. R 224 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-2901 . (202) 225-5456
340 Commercial St., Manchester, NH 03101 ... .......... (603) 669-6330

NJ Menendez, Robert D 1531 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3013 . (202) 225-7919
911 Bergen Ave., Jersey City, NJO7306 ............... (201) 222-2828

NY Boehlent, Sherwood L. R 1127 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3223 . (202) 225-3665
Alexander Pimie Fed. Off. Bldg., Rm. 200, Utica, NY 13501 . (315) 793-8146

NY Molinari, Susan R 123 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash,, DC 20515-3213 . (202) 225-3371
14 New Dorp Ln., Staten Island, NY 10306 . .. ........... (718) 987-8400

NY Nadler, Jerrold D 424 Cannon House Office Bidg.,, Wash,, DC 20515 .. ... ... (202) 225-5635
1841 Broadway, Ste. 800, New York, NY 10023 . ......... (212) 488-3530

NY Quinn, Jack R 331 Cannon House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3230 . (202) 225-3306
403 Main St., Ste. 510, Buffalo, NY 14203-2199 .......... (716) B45-5257

OK | Inhofe, James M. R 442 Cannon House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3601 . {(202) 225-2211
Ste. 530, 1924 S. Utica, Tulsa, OK 74104 ... ........... (918) 581-7111

PA Borski, Robert A. D 2161 Raybum House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-3803 .. (202) 225-8251
7141 Frankford Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19135 ............ (215) 335-3355

PA | Clinger, William F. Jr. R 2160 Raybum House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-3805 .. (202) 225-5121
Ste. 116, 315 S. Allen St., State College, PA 16801 . ... ... (814) 238-1776

P, Geren, Pete D 1730 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-4312 . (202) 225-5071
Ste. 500, 100 E. 15th St., Fort Worth, TX 76102 . ......... (817) 338-0909

uT Shepherd, Karen D 414 Cannon House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-4402 . (202) 225-3011
125 S. State St., Salt Lake City, UT 84138 ... ........... (801) 524-4394
VA | Byme, Leslie L. D 1609 Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 205154611 . (202) 225-1492
7620 Littie River Tumpike, Ste. 203, Annandale, VA 22003 .. (703) 750-1992
wi Petri, Thomas E. R 2262 Raybum House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-4906 .. (202) 225-2476
14 Westem Ave., Fond du Lac, WI 54935 .............. (414) 922-1180

WV | Rahall, Nick J. Il D 2269 Raybum House Office Bidg., Wash., DC 20515-4803 .. (202) 225-3452
815 Fifth Ave., Huntington, WV 25701 . ... ............. (304) 522-6425

wv Wise, Robert E. Jr. D 2434 Raybum House Office Bldg., Wash., DC 20515-4802 .. (202) 225-2711
107 Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV 25302 ........... (304) 342-7170
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, for cutback

¢ By Rae Tyson
i USA TODAY

’ The Qlinton administration
Tuesday unveiled a clean wa-
} ter plan that could eliminate

! most uses of chlorine, now in
i thousands of products.

“That is good news,” says
Lee Botts of the Lake Michigan
| Federation, a Chicago-based

group favoring a chlorine ban.

Industry produces 12 million
tons of chlorine a year — $72
billion worth — for use in such
products as paper, plastics,
pharmaceuticals, pesticides,
water treatments and bleach.

Activists say chiorine-besed
products destroy the environ-
ment. Studies suggest that
some of the most toxic —
PCBs, dioxin, DDT — are caus-
ing heaith problems, particu-
larly among fish-eating popula-
tions along the Great Lakes.

The proposal, unveiled by
EPA Administrator Carol
Browner, was immediately de-
nounced by industry as expen-
sive — and unnecessary.

“There is only one word to
describe our industry’s reac-
tion: outrage,” says Fred Web-
ber, president of the Chemical
Manufacturers Association.

1  But activists say environ-
mental danger is extensive.

“The fish, the wildlife and
the humans are all being af-
fected,” says Paul Muldoon of
Pollution Probe, a Canadian
group campaigning for the ban.

The Qlinton proposal, part of
a comprehensive plan to over-
haul the Clean Water Act,
would give industries time to
develop alternatives — a time-

consuming process 'some say
could cost $60 billion.-

The Clinton pian also would
boost wetlands protection and
curd urban and farm runoff.

“That could have great bene-
fits,” says Vicky Harris, clean-
up coordinator for Wisconsin's
Green Bay.

» EPA pursues agenda, 4A

A green
week for
Congress

USA TODAY

In addition to seeking an end
to most uses of chlorine, the

Qlinton administration is focus- -

ing on other eavironmental is-
sues this week, including an
overhaul of the Superfund
cleanup program.

Tuesday, Environmental
Protection Agency Administra-
tor Carol Browner announced
a comprehensive plan to over-
haul the Clean Water Act.

Thursday, Browner unveils
proposed changes in the Super-
fund, a $12 billion program to
ciean up the USA’s abandoned
chemical waste sites.

Browner’s plan is expected
to suggest widespread changes
in liability standards and clean-
up requirements. The fund is
largely financed by a tax on the
petrochemical industry.

Though the Clinton adminis-
tration proposal will soon be
out, there is no guarantee that
Congress will tackle a Super-
fund overhaul this session. .

“How far we get on Super-
fund will depend on when we
finish with clean water,” says
Eric Federing, spokesman for
the House Public Works and

Congress’

» Safe Drinking Water ACt.
which sets health standards for
all public water supplies. Pas-
sage Seems likely this session,
particularly after well-publi-
cized drinking water problems
last year in Milwaukee and
Washingtoa, D.C.

» Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act, which regu-
lates solid and hazardous waste
disposal. Action is unlikely
even though Sen. Dan Coats, R-
Ind., and others are pushing for
restrictions on wastes shipped
across state lines.

Prospects for congressional
action are slim because the

waste law “only has one engine

A Clinton administration p

banning the chemical.
Chiorine widely used

12 million tons of chioring
are produced ann A
Sales of chiorine-dependent
products brought in an
estimated $71.4 billion in
1990. How chlorine is used:

Plastics T 152%
Organic

chemicals | | 18%

Pulp and paper| | 14%

inorganic

als 1%
Wastewater || 49
treatment

Drinking water § 1%

P.oph

Proposal limits chlorine use

roposal to
toughen clean-water laws would eliminate
many uses of chiorine, blamed for
damagmg the environment. Earlier, the
International Joint Commission propased

Effects of chlorine-based pollutants on animal life
Memory problems, stunted growth, cancer
denys nghelmm a'utdadh I T
Mlnkandomr Reproductive problems . '
ubm wmmmm
Snapping turtle Embryo abnormalities, death

Chiorine-dependent jobs

1990 chiorine-dependent
empioyment in Great
Lakes-area states:

New York
Ninois

Wisconsin |

-t e -

Source: USA TODAY research

pulling it, and that's the inter-
state waste issue,” said Rick
Hind ot Greenpeace.

» Endangered Species Act,
which protects plants and ani-
mals facing extinction. The law
has been surrounded by con-
troversy because, among other
things, it was used to restrict
logging in the Northwest to
save the spotted owl

Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt has asked Congress to
delay reauthorization until he
has an opportunity to work
with the existing law.

“] think they’ll wait until an-
other time on & spe-
cies,” said Debbie Sease, Sierra
Club legislative director.

Complicating any predic-
tions about congressional in-
tent is the prospect of delaying
action on health-care reform,
which will invoive many of the
committees handling environ-
mental matters.

“It may be a recipe for grid-

By Marty Baumann, USA TODAY

lock,” Hind said.

Also Tuesday, a panel repre-
senting northeastern states
from Maryland to Maine voted
to recommend that Washing-
ton set stricter car emission
standards in their states,

The Ozone Transport Com-
mission, established under the
federal Clean Air Act, seeks a
low emissions vehicle program
that applies to all 1999 and sub-
sequent model year cars and
light trucks. The new standards
would reduce ozone, a major
ingredient in smog.

The affected region includes
Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Massachusetts, Maryland, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Is-
land, Vermont, the District of
Columbia and the part of north-
ern Virginia included in the
Washington metropolitan area,

» Clean water, 1A
» Supertfund, 10A
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