September 21, 1961

Dr. George F, Kirb.
Ethyl Corporation

10Q Parx Avenue

New York 17, Wew York

Dear George:

A letter cauwe from you on July 28, enclosing a letter from

Dr, Llovd B. Tepper (which I return to you herewith)., I am ncw
engaged in cleaving up the last ol the correspondence which
accunulated in ay absence, and { bave pondered a bit over your
request for advice as to how to reply to this letter. I am at saonme
loss to know what to say. Advice is cheap, but geoad advice is not
s0 easily come by,

It is entirely possible that Dr. Tepper's interest in this matter is
reasonable and legitimate on technical or hygienie grounds, I

cannot help thinking, however, that he should have known that this was

a somewhat unusual request to make of a2 commercial organizaticn, and

that therefore, he sioculd have felt it necessary - or at least appropriate -
to give some explanation of why he wanted an answer, I am not sure of my
ground, but I think I would ask him, thereby making it clear that this is,
in general, private informaticn which has been supplied to URPHE in the
public interest put 18 not given out lightly. It is porbably true that he
cah obtain the Information from USRIS. <In the other hand, the Service
would hold this infovmation in confidence if they were regqguested to do so
{unless the public welfare was at stake). That is to say that I think they
would, for they have s0 held other matters of similar importance,

I cannot presume to judge this watter from the aspect of its possible
remote effects upon Ethyl Corporation, but certainly you are not prepared
to give out such information as this to any person who may inguire., It
Just isn't done, and it would also be a chore. Certainly, cn the other
Land, you will not wish to ofifend a reusonable man who may have made a
reasonable request. I think, therefore, despite the extra trouble involved
in this one instance, I'd ask him why he wants this information. Perhaps
you could even put your dquery on the basis of supplying the information in
a manner that would make 1f most useful to him forxr his purpose. For
cxample, the manner in which tetraethyllead is used, whether in pure form
or in a complex composition, or the manner of its transportation, may be
pertinent, I am not trying here to make the problem of supplying the
information more complex, but rather of the means of avolding misleading
or incomplete information. I have encountered so many odd and false ldeas
about tetraethyllead that Y, instinctively almost, try to head them off,

I am sure that as one technically trained man to another {I hope this
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is true of Dr. Tepper, whom I don't know), you can combine a degree of
critique with courtesy in such a way as to indicate that Ethyl Corporation

is not unduly reticent and cautious in providing relevant and useful
information,

I may be making more of this matter in my reply than it 1s worth, but
perhaps ny comments will be helpful to you. 1 hope so.

Sincerely yours,

Robert A, Kehoe, M. D,

RAX:ss
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ETHYL CORPORATION

RESEARCHE AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

July 28, 1961 PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY
TO: P.O.BOX 341
BATOMN ROUGE 1, LA.

Dr. Robert A, Kehoe
Kettering Laboratories
Eden & DBethesda Aves,
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Bob:

I would like to know what advice you can give me on
the attached letter from Dr. Tepper of Harvard. He is asking,
apparently, for the same type of information which we are con-
tinuing to supply the U, S. Public Health Service once a year,

I do not believe that we have ever made a practice
of supplying such information to private groups or individuals.
On the other hand, the Harvard people probably could get the
information via USPHS. How do you think I ocught to reply?

Sincerely,

47.
eorge Kirby
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August 4, 1961

Dr. George Kirby
Ethyl Corporation
100 Park Avenue

New York 17, New York

Dear Doctor Xirby:

Your letter of July 28th
at the office during the
vacation, As soon as he
5th Septemher the matter
attention,.

N13359.02

KE 0312338

with enclosure has arrived
absence of Dr. Kehoe on his
returns on or about the
will be brought to his

Very truly yours,

S, Bkora, Secretary to
Ir, Robert A, Kehoe



