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Paint-Poison Dangér

To Children Fought

8y JOSEPH P. FRIED

SmaY children who live @
sium buildinzs and the lard-
Jorde whe own the property
hzve a ttoke im a test project
soc: to be undertaken by the
city in cooperation with a
raint-induvs'ry trade associa-
tion,

Th= test will be to deter-
mine the effectiveness and
ecenomic ieasibility of using
a non*oxic solvent to remove
lJayers of oid paint from the
walls of det-nonung apart-
ments.

Plans for the test
dec-ibed last week by 2 dty
hea:th of i~} as he dis-
cusses. 8 continuing contro-
versy 0.~ whether the
Jinder; Azministrativn was
movng with sufficient speed
tc meé: the problem of lead
poisoning ‘n small children
caused tv paint and pisster
bity that pe2! and flake from

walls and ceilings in blighted -

apartment:. Health officials
acknowleég> a danger be-
cause the paint and plaster is
often eater oV youngsters.

The community groups
charge thst the coity is not

moving fast enough to de-

velop a program to dea! with
the probler:. Such a program,
they hold. should include
not only more thorough and
sy<tematic procedures for de-
tecting lead poisoning in slum
children, but aiso the removal
of old -coats of poisonous
peint fror epartments in
,This kind of

NL1I

ecuoa would be expénsive
for landiords and would re-
quire city ald, leaders of the
community . groups acknowi-
edge.

City officials contend that
over-all they are moving as
quickly 23 they can in the
situstion and thet, In the
matter of the old
paint, economically practical
procedures gre stm bolng in'
vestigated. .

Although the emu ot the
peril — jead-based apartment
primt—was outiawed here’s
decade ago, and the most re-
cent coats of paint in deteri-
onthg spartments do .not
contain dangerous levels of
lesd, falling paint and plaster
chips' in such apsrtments are
still poisonous because the

themselves to a disease that
can damage the kidneys and
the blood and aervous sy»
tem. In its advanced stages,
lead poisoning can cause
death or permanent mental
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‘group, whith ‘bas been striv-
ing to call the laad-poisoning
_dmﬁon to public attention.

. Dr.Joseph A Cimino, med-
lieal director of the Health
!Department’s poison control
center, estimated that there-
‘were 20,000 young children
with undetected load in their
systems at a potentially dan-
‘gerous Jevel, and 5,000 others
with undetected lead at gn
already dangerous yevel.”

. The scientists’ group, the
‘New York Scientists’ Com-
‘mittes far Public Information,
gives a more conserv

; Gucade - ‘zgo,

{ scientific information needed

' to detarmine public policy.
' Its board of advisers includes

" well-knewn doctors and aci-

, entists such as Dr. Alan Gutt-

. macher, the gynecologist who
is president of Planned Par-
enthood - World  Population,
In any case, alf the parties

in the controversy agree that
the few hundred cases of
Jead-poisoned children that
come to the Health Depart-
ment's attention each year
‘are only a small -portion of
the existing cases—a situa-

. tion _not ;imited to New York _

W
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Also’ formed last Autust
was a Citizens’ Committee to

, End Lesd Poisoning, repre-
) mﬁu about 20 slum-area
erganizations. It contends
that the city task forces have

beeamovhgtoodawlyon

the problem.
5 }'nderick $. Kent, assist.
_inf Health Department toin-"

'mmcmm'

. .
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Seek- 'ay-to

!n; as fast as we can."
Although the Health De-

. partment hes the legai power
" to order the remcval of cid

oos’s of heavily leaded paint
if thev are a heel™ hazard,
soch an order “without a
practical suggestior. for ex-
ecuting it is worthless,” Mr.
Kent said.
As part -of an attemp’ to
* find a prectica! sugzgesian,
he mid, the test with the
© nontoxic solvent wiil be car-
. ried out in an old tuliding irn
about two weeks, in coopere-
tion with the New Ycrk
Mt Varnish end Lacquer
. Association.
© Costs and results of the
method will be compernd
with Chos= 0f ogber Fgwesiag
ways of reroving the danger
of the old paint—by cover-
' ing walls with plasterdoa-d
¢ or wallboard or by buming
.+ or sandinrg the pzire off.
The latier two methods
are considered unfessizie by
some because one is a fire
hazard and the otFor would
cause lead dust deagarout (0
workmen and tenants,
Whateve- riethad is found
Jeast costly shouid b» com-
puisory in slurn buildings,
with the owners ccceiving
tax sbatement cor ctrer {i
nancial sid to help firance
. the paint removal zrd resur-
. facing, Pau! Du Brul,
'tpok-srn*n for the citizens’
committee, said.
. 'Landlords of slum. bufld-
-ings can be expeciedte aryue
that the demanded part re-
moval can be carried out
, only with full city aid Thest
owners contend that con-
' trolled rents fn spch build-
. ings have prevented them
fromp fighting decay and have
: Jed to owner sbandonmerts
-As 8 practical ‘matter, in
: apertments wbere & chila has
U been fourd suffering from
‘lead poisoning, .the Health
Department has * orcered
. lqose paint scraped away and
a new coat applied, officiais
. say. But they admit that this
' {s only a‘temporzry solution
. because cracking and crum-
é bling walls wil! soon drop the

<

wid  peint withig a chiid's
reach again
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ies; 7 Felled
ByLeadPo

‘Newark, N.J., Tuesday, May 27, 1969
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sequently wert into convulsions,

Az%yur-old'uﬂ has diedishe died May 14. Dr. Theodore

Bvoning tows Stoft Writer

..m .
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i Dawn was brougit into Mam-
) |land in a semicoma, and sub-
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NEW YORK

Scientists’ Committee for
Public Information, Inc.

30 East 68th Street, New York, New York 10021 Telepbone: AG 9-2886

LEAD POISONING IN SLUN CHILDREN

Lead poisoning in children is caused by the eating of peel-
ing lead-containing paint and plaster in runedown housing. If
infections are excluded, it is the most common childhood disease in
the City of New York, Its causes ahd results are knowns it can be
treated and prevented, Yet, because of a latk of public awareness
and action, a "silent epidemic" exists, and each year thousands of
children are neéedlessly exposed to severe illness.

In Chicago, Cleveland and Baltimore, from 5-10% of children
aged one to six living in poor housing have lead poisoning. New
York City has 800,000 run-down housing units; using population
figures, we get the conservative estimate that 9,000-18,000 children
in New York presently have lead poisoning. (Health Department offi-
cials have estimated 25,000-35,000.) Yet only 600 cases are reported
each year. The reason is that theearly signs are like the flu or
other minor diseases: 1loss of arpetite, stomach pain, constipation
and crankiness, If the child is not given the correct lab test early
by the doctor, or if the parents don't ask for a lab test when they
see their child eating paint chips, the child may become sicker,
vomit and develope convulsions., Then he may go into a coma., Some-
children with coma die., Very often they have serious btrain damage
which will last the rest of their lives.

The main cause of lead poisoning is old layers of paint.falling
from walls and ceilings. iPany doctors say that 90-95% of cases in
children can be traced to eating lead-containing paint or plaster,
Until 20 years ago most paint contained lead. Therefore any old
building very likely has lead in the bottom paint layers, lrany
young children pick up non-food particles and eat them, In newer
housing, plaster is kept in good repair and there is almost no lead
poisoning., But in poor housing about one young child in thirteen
gil%hbecome poisoned, with the chance of permanent brain damage, or

eath,

Prepared by Glenn L, Paulson and Joel Buxbaum, l4 February 1969.
For further information, call or write the SCPI office. 0024305
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