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_Ocenpational Diseases’

Occupational Diseases

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION -

October 18, 1938
The session “was called to order by e, V., Dean Keefer, dicector, Indierial

" Division. datioml Safery Comnol De. €. H. Watson, newiy-sieccted President o

The Naticoal Safety Councit and Jledical Diractor, Arericas Telephone and Telee
graph Company, New York City, presided. !

Present and Prospective Occupational Disease Legisiation
By P. RORERTSON JONES

General Manager, Associaden ‘of Casuaity and Sersty Execadves

P New Yoek, N, Y. :
Sm'&mhﬁmdd‘mhu-ﬁm:wﬂym
sate veeht tg da its part wward the preventios of accwnstiona! diseases. ainne:
with all mhers, The.puldie health authorties shnald study the Quses of such dis.
cares, their prevalence, viculence and the musms for theie prevention.  Tleey showkd
adivise 23 1a such means of contrel. 3nd. a3 & last resort, danaal w8 lecislatures loe
tn order comsliance with their rulet, Satwtory regulitions ine
ermuaating from other sourcey. such as ire common in “lahar® ne “factry” laws, have
toa’ serions deawhacks 1o he erficient, They 1re apt to he inflexible 2nel quickly hecome

" =aut of date”: uwl they are ton apt to he perverted (nre the establishment o fetitiom

hases for wasteful and demoralizing dammee-swit litivation. Sciewtiie barcaus o
ocaumational hygicne. under dicection of public health autharities, ars the best public
instrunwnaality.  [Lficient bureams of theg charicter are now W be found in saveral
states: hee, cencrally, such pohlic health orpanizations are imdequately manned am
equipped.  Therefors the m;:h:d‘ discase legitlation is (oe
measures 1 iMpraTe our puhlic wervices.

Emunass sonuld e placed on prevention. not merely becansa “an ounce of pres
vention is worth 2 poand o cure,” bat heaamse public masures for the assurance of
refiel 10 victne are perilously suscepuible of hetng o perverted that thee ‘.““‘n‘:
:r‘\'ll tenel (@ rely upen 30 alwese un‘ netection atforded as 8 substituta foe, inst

as a suoplement to , means ine sell-pratection, . oopigs

Expert opirtion e cills stroatly for the entire climination of employery” liahility
for “darages” fornmmtitm injuriesebry discase as :rell 2 hy weident—based
upem neglicence,  That remeddy is tnd unerTrain in Aperation, HUE " :
aned wastciul; it furmishes relici to tmn few oi the victims ualess it be “::‘uh?:l"«d
s to he :’t:dl‘lv mnd Amu;‘lly perilous 1o employers—and therehy harmiul to
indust all « t tpon indgstey. : . .

lgm {rom ill-wealth amone workmen are peimarily whiecrs loe “’!'m
oe far “sncial inuwanes™—ive “lickness insurance” o hels om during m"’d HHioibgiol
and far "imcalidity,” “cld age” and “widows’ and acphans’” m;mllm g‘!w o
or afrmities result in long or permanent disahility ne untimely dea Tently
these insorances against the cnemmen “misinetunes of lite cannm richtly of exped o
be imposed whally upow indestry, but nceds te be distributed somewhat i propac
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