Vista Chamicat Company 900 Threadneedie P.O. Box 19029
Houston, Texas 77079 Houston, Taxas 77224
{713) 588-3000 Fax (713} 588-3236

October 4, 1989

Mike Agarier

Hillyard Chemical Company
302 North 4th Street

St. Joseph, Missouri 64502

Dear Mike:

The following is in response to your questions regarding Vista
ALFONIC 1412-A Ether Sulfate. Tanya Gillette asked that I respond
to vou.

Based on the manufacturing process and feedstocks used to produce
this product, and analytical data available to us, this product is
not known to contain Diethylene Glycol or Butyl Cellusol. However,
we do not routinely analyze this product for these two chemicals.

As to Proposition 65 listed chemicals, this product may contain
trace quantities of 1-4 dioxane, which is generated inadvertently
during the manufacturing process. Ethyl alcohol 1is added
intentionally to the product. Ethyl alcohol in alcoholic beverages
is listed also, but this listing shouldn’t apply to this product.

The SARA 313 status of this product is currently not clear. I have
attached a recent customer communication addressing this question.
Vista and the Soap and Detergent Association are still working with
EPA to clarify the status of this class of products under SARA 313.

Sincerely,

eemees S B it

Thomas G. Grumbles, C.I.H
Environmental Quality Manager
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Attachment
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Vista Chemicai Compony 900 Threodneedie P.O. Box 19029
Houston, Texas 77079 Houston, Texas 77224
{713) 588-3000 fox (713) 588-3236

July 5, 1989

VISIA
Plant Manager

Alcolac, Ltd.

490 Dufferin Street
Valleyfield, Quebec
J6S 2B4 Canada, PQ

Dear .

This letter is to inform you of a recent regulatory interpretation we have
received from the Envirommental Protection Agency regarding SARA, Title IIT,
Section 313 reporting responsibilities for certain Vista ALFONIC Alcohol
Ethoxylates and Ether Sulfates. The EPA position is summarized in the attached
SDA Environmental Legislation Reporter. The letter from EPA detailing their
decision is also attached.

Based on recognized toxicological concern for glycol ethers and other EPA
regulatory actions concerning glycol ethers Vista did not consider AE and AES
to be part of the glycol ether category listed in the SARA 313 regulation.

In fact, in 1988 Vista asked EPA, through a SARA 313 Hot-Line, if they were
included and was told they were not.

However, in early 1989, the issue was raised again. Through SDA, Vista and
other industry members have been actively pursuing a clarification of this
issue from EPA. Although we have not satisfactorily resolved the questions,
we are continuing to work with EPA and will keep you informed on further
developments. If you have questions at this time, please contact

Tom Grumbles, Environmental Quality Manager for Vista, at (713) 588-3445,

Thank you for your continued interest in Vista Chemical.

Very truly yours,

K‘LW‘MW

Manager of Marketing
Surfactants
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ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION

REPORT

&ditor: Mary P. Klizoyne
ER-78 April 24, 1989
ALERT IMPORTANT NOQT I CE

FEDERAL LEVEL

SUPERFUND AMENDMENTS AND REAUTHORIZATION ACT !SARA)
Emergency Planning and Community Rfght-to-know Act (EPCRA)

Sectfon 313 - Title II] - Release Reporting Requirements
GLYCOL ETHERS

Annual reporting of glycol ethers is required under SARA § J11.
Glycol ethexs are defined as R-(OCH,CH,) -OR and R-(O ca,g,,—ou.
s

whers R is alkyl or ary} (mot further specified) and n 'z or
3. The definition specifically excludes polymers.

A telephone contact with an EPA official indicates that EPA staff believes that
alcohol ethoxylates come within this definition of glycol ethers and should be
l"C?Ol‘ﬁed - -

The chemical industry does not use the term “glycol ether" in referring to al-
cohol ethoxylates and related surfactants. The uses of glycol ethers and alco-
hol ethoxylates (and relataed surfactants) are distinguishably different. Al-
cohol ethoxylates ars more commonly considared polymers for which reporting ts
not required. Morecver, alcohol ethoxylates do not have the toxicological
characteristics that lead to the reporting requirements for glyccl ethers,
Nevertheless, reporting of the one, two and three-mole ethoxylate content of
alcohol ethoxylates and related nonionic surfactants will be required under

EPA staff's interpretation.

The Chemical Manufacturers Association on glycol ethers will be reviewing this
matter on Wednesday, April 26, 1989,

SDA will report any further developments in future Environmental Legislation
Raports.
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ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIO

REPORT

Zditor: Mary P. Kiicovn

ER-153 June 19, 1989
Fle — 34"
ERT IMPORTANT NOTICE
FEDERAIL I EVEL
PER D N E AND REA RIZATION ACT
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)
ion 313 - Title III - Rel ing Requirement

LY E R

SDA’s Counsel has received further advice from EPA with respect to reporting
obligations for glycol ethers under EPCRA Section 313 (attached June 16, 1989 letter
from Susan B. Hazen, Deputy Director, Economics and Technology Division, Office of
Pesticides and Toxic Substances, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to Alan S. Ward,
SDA Counsel). SDA’ s efforts to clarify reporting obligations under these laws were the
subject of an earlier April 24, 1989 Environmental Legislation Report.

You should note that the glycol ethers formulation contained in CFR has been corrected
in Ms. Hazen’s letter and that it is her conclusion that there are Section 313 reporting
obligations with respect to alkyl ethoxylates, alkyl phenol ethoxylates and alkyl ethoxy
suifates, the substances for which SDA had asked clarification.

SDA is scheduling a meeting with Ms. Hazen and other EPA officials early in July (see
the last paragraph of Ms. Hazen’s letter.) If Ms. Hazen’s conclusion about reporting is
reaffirmed at that discussion, it is anticipated that SDA will formally request U.S. EPA
for clarification that alkyl ethoxylates and related surfactants are not reportable as glycol
ethers. The clarification procedure, if undertaken, would involve Federal Register notice

and a period for public comment, and would be unlikely to be concluded for several
months.

SDA has requested EPA to determine that a failure to report with respect to these
substances not be regarded as non-compliance with the Act; but has received no response
from EPA to this request.

SDA will report further developments in future Environmental Legislation Reports.
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Mr. Alan S, Ward
Raker and Hostetler
Washington Square
Suits 1100
1050 Connecticut Avenus
Washington, DC 20036

Desar Mr. Ward:

This letter is in response to your recent ingquiry regarding
a clarification of the glycol ether category under section 313 of
the Emergency Planning and Community Right~to~-Know Act of 1986

with respact to alkyl ethoxylates, alkyl phencl ethoxylates and
alkyl ethoxy sulfates, '

There appear two be two separate issues stated in your
letter. The first is to clarify the glycol ether category under
section 313 to determine whethar certain chemicals are subject to
annual release reporting. The second regquests that 2
modification to the category be mada.

The general structure for glycel ethers, as defined under
section 313 is aa follows:

R-(OCH,CH,) ,~OR"

Where n = 1,2, or 3
R = an alkyl or aryl group

R'= R, H or groups which, when removed, yield glycol
ethers with the following structure:

R- (OCH,CH,) ,~OH
Polymers are excluded from this category.

The substances which you ars referring to have the following
general structural components with regard to the above structure:

R = Cy,a 3alkyl or alkyl phenyl: R'= H, or SO;H: .
n usuafiy averaqges greater than 3. ' 3 VVV 000014194
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Both the R and R’' grcups Jor .hese congonents satlsfy the
definition of glycol sthers as descrired under section 313,
Howaver, the degree cof ethoxylation {or the& value of n) is
greater than three. It i8 widely recognizsd that tlhese materials
have a range associated with the degree of athoxylation such that
for an average value of n, the there nay be substantial
quantities of chemicals whexa the valus ¢f n is both higher and
lowar than the average. For secticn 2123 rzporting purposes,
these substances ara considered mixtures. In any mixture, a
facility should, to the best of their ability, determine 1f any
saction 313 chemicals are contained in that =mixture and consider
enly the fraction of reportable chemicals in detsrmining
reporting thrashelds and calculating releases. In cther words,
facilitisz wiich zalufagtare, progez, <X otherwise udse the
ethexylats mixturs lescribed above should consider the fraction
of the chemicals whexre '"n" ig ecqual to threa or less for
repor=ing and release threshold determinations. This fraction of
the nixture meets tha dufinizicn of a glycsl ether as described.

A8 wa have discuassed, modifications te list of reportabls
chemiczls under section 313 can only take place through Agency
rulemaking procedures. This regquires proposing a rule in the
Federal Registex, receiving public corment, and trhen publighing a
final rule. To date, the list of chemicals under section 313 has
been nedifled by petitions to add or delets chemicals to the list

and through an Agency initiated proposal to add chemicals to the
tist.

We would be happy to meect with you to discuss the options
for requesting a modification ta the glycel stkher category under
section 313. As you know, Bob Israel of my staff is the section

313 Petitions Coordinater. You should contact him to pursue this
matter further.

Sincarely,

L .LJIE/“
Susan 3. Hazen~
Deputy Directeor
Econeomics and Tsechnology
Divisien

ce: Charles ERlkins
Bcb Israel vVvVv 000014195




