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UNION

CARBIDE INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE

CHEMICALS AND PLLASTICS P, O, BOX 471, TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 7759
to wame) SVR Chief Operators/Operators ,.,e December 10, 1976
company SYR Shift Prod. Superxvs.

SVR Staff

—QCATION

Texas City Plant

copy To Mr., J. B. Leverton susiect  Watchful Eyes For VCM Plants
Mr. F. 5. Provenzano

Attached is an article from The Houston Post of November 19, 1976.
Be advised that of the 48,000 pounds of VCM released at Texas City,
only 1,000 pounds came from the Solvent Vinyl Resins Unit.

HOWEVER: This article does indicate that VCM releases will "make
the papers" and will result in increased attention from regulatory
agencies, '

Your continued efforts and vigilance is requested to ensure that
the SVR Unit maintains its good record regarding massive releases

of VCM.
Thank you,
/872 ~
W. A. Mazzolini

WAM/st
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Board seeks to cut vinyl chloride spills

By HAROLD SCARLETT
Past Envirenment Writer

The Texas Air Control Board is look-
g for ways to reduce glant upsels that,
over the past 18 munibs, spilled an esti
mated 234,006 pounds of capcer-linked
vinyl chloride inio the air araund the
Houston area.

A tabulalion by the :ir boacd's reglon-
al office in Houston shuwed 43 accidental
tetegeirs of any! chiorde (VL) were re
ported by the companies responsibie bo-
tween May 3t 1975 and Nov. 5.

By far the farges! single "'unscheuled
1 lense’ was an ceumneed 190,000 pounds
VENC from the Ovsiar Croek plant of the
Oaw Chenvenl Coo I eceurred g 1D
riraHe pericet uit July 17, 1995, The plant
i B Preepan

The next argest VO releuses - doth
froun the Lmwn Carbide Corp. plant at
Texas City ~ wore 3000 poinds bast
Jily (b and o mE pounds on Sepr bk
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A1l thiee plant breukdowns resujted
{rom power lailures, the companies re-
poried.

i.leyd Stewart, air board regional
superusor, said the accidentlal releases
are noi considered a2ny real threat to
public- health,

*} think there would have to be somc-
thing much larger than anylhing we've
seen yetl to ment a public warning,'' he
said.

%0 pu! the 15-moath accidental re-
lazges of 234,000 pounds into perspective,
VU specialist Jim Tarr of the air board
staff pomnted aut tha: YC emissions dus-
ing normal plam mperations in rhe Hous-
ton area m 1974 tataled an cstimated
26,940,000 pounds.

Nevertheless, Stewart satd, the air
board regienal office is working un cor-
£ECLve Me -Saies 0 Gut down on acciden-
tal relegses

He s4id ihese effuliy conler on pre-
veainy upsers edore ey bappen amt, if

they do occu!. on developing systems of
trapping or desiroying the leaking VC
gas before it estapes from a plant.

Such controis could inciude scrubbers,
incineration flares or channeling of the
escaping VC intc holding tanks.

The air board staff~rs said Union Car-
bide is pow working vn a hoiding tank,
while Dow Las improved ils elecirical
syste 10 reduce the chances of future
power lilures.

Tarr peinted out that a new Ship
Channel VC plant, recently Iensed for
construction by the Diamond Shamrock
Corp.. witl have a complete standby
Ptrrer Syhiem. .

A basic raw materfal for plastics
production, VC has caused (atal liver
canvers in plant workers exposed to
comparatively high levels of VC for
maay years.

Recently adupled lederal regulations
nuw 1hnit VC exposure among plant

workers {0 an average 1 pait per miihon *
{PPM) over an eight-bour period.

However, the minimum safe exposure
to VC is sdil sumewhat in dispute, apd
some inconclusive studies have indicated
the gas may cause birth defects and
genetic damage in surrounding popula-
lions.

Al the Diamond Shamrock permit
hearing, one medical specialist for the
company said he believes the danger
ihreshhold for prolonged exposure i
about 36 PPM. He added that he weuld
not be concerned about brief popuistion
expesures up to 300 PPM.

Ne downwind sampling was conducted
during the three Jaige releases at Union
Caybide and Dow.

However, Tarr estimated through
compiter modeling that The marimum
public exposure from the Dow upset was
20 or 3 PPM for a pervud of W te 1D
minuios




