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bin (myoglobin) in ihe urin. Myoglo­
binuria is known to occur under the 
following conditions: muscle injury, 
violent exercise and  Haff disease. 
These pathologic conditions are sim ­
ilar to the spontaneous or idiopathic 
form but are secondary to some 
known exogenous factor. In  all 
types there is a release of myoglo­
bin from the muscle, -which produces 
myoglobinemia, a resu ltan t myoglo­
binuria, and in som e cases perm anent 
kidney lesions.” (O f the spontaneous 
form only 15 cases have been as yet 
reported in the lite ra tu re , ed.)

me au rering  age grouping, and the 
diagnostic facilities.
F, U c k in t . L ung C ancer am ong N on - 

sm okers. M u en ch en . m ed W chnschr., 
47:130«. 1954.

The great increase of the disease 
in males may be due to environ­
m ental factors. A proof for the to­
bacco etiology is th e  fact, tha t in 
Germany sm oking among women 
has become freq u en t only for 10 to 
15 years so th a t in females the in­
cidence of lung cancer has hardly 
increased as yet. Aside of tobacco 
there are other noxious agents, e.g. 
asbestos dust, chrom ates, arsenic, 
and radioactive substances which 
may be responsible in the causation 
of cancer of the lung. Lung cancer 
occurs among nonsm okers yet, the

num ber is very small as compared 
with the enormous increase of bron­
chial carcinoma among men in recent 
years which prim arily is due to 
cigarette smoking. Filters afford no 
protection as the noxious substances 
pass the filter.

R. Doll and A. B. H ill. The M ortality  of 
P h ysician s in relation  to their Smokmft 
H abits. D t. Med. W chneschr. 48: 1808. 
1954.

In October 1951 about 40,000 phy­
sicians, listed in the British Medical 
Register, answ ered a short ques­
tionnaire about their smoking habits, 

pgistrar of the United King- 
jtablished the cause of death 

of-these physicians who died 
;he following 29 months. The 
1 investigation is lim ited to 
aysicians who, w hen answer- 
questionnaire, w ere at least 

of age. Of the 789 deaths, 
e cause was cancer of the 
le death rate due to this 
as zero among nonsmokers, 
% in smokers. In smokers 
aily consumption of 1 Gm. 
'one cigarette equals 1 Gm. 
the death rate was 0.48%, 

. _ :onsumption of 15-25 Gm., 
0.67%, and w ith a consumption of 
more than 25 Gm., 1,1%. In a similar 
m anner it was possible to establish 
a relationship of tobacco consump­
tion and death due to coronary 
sclerosis. O ther causes of death did 
not show a relation w ith smoking 
consumption of physicians.

G. E. Ward and It. G. Cham bers. M anage­
m en t oC Intraoral C ancer. A m erican  
Surgeon. 20: 1297. D ecem b er 1954.

In traoral cancer may be grouped 
according to location in: tongue and 
floor of mouth; buccal mucosa and 
lower gingiva; palate and upper 
gingiva. The lesions in each group 
have sim ilar development, treatm ent 
and prognosis. Statistically, the death 
ra te  from in traoral cancer is about 
1.4 per 100,000 population .25% of
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cancers of the tongue and the floor 
of the m outh coming in w ithout 
palpable nodes will sooner or later 
develop neck metastases. Since in­
ception of hemiglossectomy with 
radical neck dissection, there was 
an operative m ortality  of 11 patients 
among 53 operated on. 11 of the sur­
viving patien ts had recurrences; 9 of 
these have died. Carcinomas of the 
cheeks com prise about 9.5% of all 
intraoral tum ors. It is usually  re ­
ported th a t 50 to 60% of buccal 
mucosa tum ors do not m etastasize 
if the p rim ary  lesion is adequately 
treated. In the few com plete series 
of cases tha t have been reported, the 
5-year surv ival ra te  ranged from 9% 
to 40%.

R. R elfcr. W eather and M ortality  Rate. D t. 
m ed. W chnschr., 29:1113. 1954-

The au tho r evaluated 52,238 deaths 
in 1950 according to sexes and 
urban and ru ra l population in 
relation to w eather disturbances. He 
concluded th a t there is a significant 
connection betw een w eather d istu r­
bances and frequency of deaths. The  
increase of the death ra te  in days 
with w eather disturbances was 11% 
to 13%. Especially in days w ith cold

Book
P ractica l M anagem ent o f D isord ers o f the  

L iver, Pancreas, and B iliary  Tract. B y  
John  HusaeU T w iss. M .D. and EUtot 
O pp en heim . M. D., L ea Sc F eblaer, P h il­
ad elp h ia , 1955, 653 pagea. C loth , $15.

The au thors have done a splendid 
work in classifying and describing 
a group of re la ted  disorders. Diag­
nosis, prognosis and trea tm en t are 
well delineated. The integration of 
the various subjects has been ju ­
diciously stressed in spite of the fact 
tha t the various organs and the ir 
diseases had to be set fo rth  separ­
ately. S tatistical evaluations are 
m anifold and will assist the 'insur­
ance physician to use this work with 
benefit in  his daily w ork. The illus-

fronts and after chromospheric erup­
tion of the sun, an increase in death 
frequency was observed which was 
correlated w ith infrared-wave dis­
turbances. The death rates showed 
a m axim um  in March and a m ini­
m um  in Septem ber.

M. B. F er lm an . N ew er  C oncepts of E xperi­
m ental O besity. A rch. In i. Med., 6:794, 
June 1955.

“A distinction should be made be­
tween obesity, a severe, often ir­
reversible disease, and simple over­
weight, reversible and based on a 
high ratio  of caloric intake to activity 
or the ra te  of growth. The extrinsic 
cases of obesity include excessive 
caloric intake, and perhaps n u tri­
tional deficiencies as well; relative 
inactivity; toxic effects, and possibly 
stress situations. The extrinsic factors 
may b ring  certain  of the intrinsic 
causes of obesity into operation. The 
intrinsic causes include the consti­
tutional, the diencephalohypothala- 
mic, the  endocrine metabolic, and 
the enzymatic. A ll of these m ay be 
in terrelated  and  interactive. Results 
indicate, tha t endocrine glands, the 
adipose tissue, and  enzyme systems 
play at least a part-ro le.”

Review
trations as well as the lite ra tu re  
references, are selected with dis­
crim ination. A few  quotations: “In 
reported  series of operations for 
cholecystitis, 2.5 to 11 per cent have 
been acute cholecystitis. The average 
ages reported  w ere from fifty-tw o 
to sixty-one years. Women have ou t­
num bered men in most reported  
series from  2 to 1 to 4 to 1.” “C ar­
cinoma of the gallbladder constitutes 
2 to 6 per cent of a ll malignancies 
and is found in 'Æ to 1 per cent of 
all patien ts coming to autopsy. The 
disease predom inates in  females by a  
ratio of 4 to 1. Carcinoma of the gall 
b ladder occurs most commonly over
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