
Message

From: Greenwalt, Sarah [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=6C13775B8F424E90802669B87B135024-GREENWALT,]

Sent: 5/18/2017 2:45:32 PM
To: Jackson, Ryan [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=38bc8el8791a47d88a279db2fec8bd60-Jackson, Ry]; Wagner, Kenneth 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=048236ab99bc4d5eal6cl39blb67719c-Wagner, Ken]

Subject: FW: Draft Response to Letter from Flint City Councilperson: Update
Attachments: Re: Comment by Flint City Councilperson Kate Fields re Water Designation & Public Comment; Final Draft EPA 

Response to 5-5-17 Flint City Councilwoman Fields 5-16-17 revhs.docx

I believe Nancy sent this to you yesterday for your review. I have a few concerns with the letter that I’d like to 
discuss with you before you approve. Please let me know if you have 5 minutes today.

Sarah A. Greenwalt
Senior Advisor to the Administrator 

for Water and Cross-Cutting Issues

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Work: 202-564-1722 [ Ex!’6 j 
Greenwalt.Sarah@epa.gov

From: Grantham, Nancy
Sent: Wednesday, May 17, 2017 1:48 PM
To: Freire, JP <Freire.JP@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; 
Ferguson, Lincoln <ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wiIcox.jahan@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy 
<graham.amy@epa.gov>; Greenwalt, Sarah <greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov>; Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; 
Shapiro, Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Richardson, RobinH <Richardson.RobinFI@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy 
<Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Flynn, Mike <Flynn.Mike@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Letter from Flint City Councilperson: Update

All -Please see the note below from bob Kaplan. Fie is anxious to send the response today, so we need to know whether 
HQ is ok with this draft.

Thanksng

I'm ready to send this. Nancy, this is important to the Mayor and MDEQ/Michigan. They have reviewed and 
approved. I think it sets the right tone.

Bob

Nancy Grantham
Office of Public Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-6879 (desk)
................Ex! 6................ !
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From: Grantham, Nancy
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 2:28 PM
To: Freire, JP <Fre|reJP@ej)a,£ov>; Konkus, John <konkusiqHn@ej)a,goy>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; 
Ferguson, Lincoln <fergusonJincoln@epa.gov>; Wilcox, Jahan <wiicox.jahan@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy
<graham.amy@epa.gov>; Greenwalt, Sarah <greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov>; Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>;
Shapiro, Mike <Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>
Cc: Richardson, RobinH <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>; Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.N3ncy@ep3.gov>
Subject: FW: Draft Response to Letter from Flint City Councilperson: Update

All -

Region 5 is proposing to send the attached response to an incoming letter (also attached) from a Flint City 
Councilwoman, regarding the future source of the City's drinking water. See background below. There is a Flint briefing 
for the Administrator on Friday, so we may want to have a recommendation by then on this moving forward. I have 
included OCIR and OW folks in this message, in addition to OPA.

Thanksng

Recant Communications to EPA from Flint Mayor's Office and City Councilwoman Indicate Tension Regarding toe 
City's Future Water Source (see attached)

Key Message: ERA has received separate communications from a Flint City Council member and the Mayor's office that 
indicate disagreement among the City's elected officials regarding the future source of the City's drinking water.

On May 5, 2017, Region 5 received a letter from City of Flint Councilwoman Kate Fieids, and a follow-up email from her 
on May 3, accusing the Mayor of not providing the City Council and the public with enough information and time to 
review the Mayor's recommendation that the city continue to purchase water from the Great Lakes Water Authority 
(GLWA) for its long-term source of drinking water. The Councilwoman copied Michigan's U.S. Congressional delegation, 
Governor, and other state officials on her correspondence. In addition, the Mayor's office emaiied EPA on May 10, to 
clarify some of the content of the Councilwoman's letter to EPA and correct misinformation. Members of Congress and 
elected officials from the State of Michigan were also copied on this email.

The content of these communications demonstrates a breakdown in communication within the city leadership and 
signals that the City Council may not support the Mayor's recommended long-term source water option, EPA supports 
the Mayor's recommendation since it's most protective of public health because there would be no change in the city's 
current source water. However, the Region's responses make it dear that EPA will not intervene on behalf of the Mayor 
or the Council. ERA will continue its focus on the protection of public health, including ensuring that any switches to the 
city's water source are properly planned and implemented as outlined in EPA's Order requirements, it is up to the city's 
elected officials, taking into account feedback from the public participation process, to make the final decision regarding 
the city's future water source.

EPA Region S's proposed response to toe Flint City Council correspondence is attached.

Nancy Grantham  
Office of Public Affairs 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
202-564-6879 (desk)
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