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Oisposal of dredge epoils from New York harbor should aot te

considered oaly from the viewp of p tial imp on water gqusality ia
tts dawpicg zres of the cosstal ocesn. Tre high lwvel of PC3 contasine-
tion of the harbor sedimmnts is a serioms problem which sffects the
“Laaleh™ of this river » 1 ) 4 whath or Wt ocean
deaping of irwdge spoils contisoes. The most urgent issee for the faderal
goveromsnt to coufrout that relates to PCB coutswination in the Hissw end
od Jucent 1 sagars ms dredging and stable lomg-term coutaimmest
{pr bly by impounds ,lﬂ)of:hhtﬁlyeﬂut.i.mtd“l
wpetream of tidsl waters. These selimests have been grossly costssfimsted
[ !‘l vesult of industrial discherges of PCB’s during the past three
M-ﬂmtlmtohth-jnmoof!ﬂ'luhmm
sedimsnts. Dredgisg and countaioment of these sediments located sorth of
Albasy wweld probadly significsstly reduce the time vequired fer ICB
contanisstion of the harbor sedimsets to decrsase to levels coupsresbhle te
other urbas estuaries in the U.S.
) Dispesal of sediments contamisated with toxie chemicsls is a msjor
uational problem for which there sre wo ecoaomicslly fesaible risk-free
solutisss. At presemt, ocur opinion is that the dradge spoils fram Bw
York harber should continme te be dlscharged to the adjacsat cosstal some
d_uu.-u-h-nm:ph—hnudhwuu
options svailakle mow.

H.lasas Sispsen, Associste Professor of Canlogicsl Sciemews,

Colushia University, Mew York, W.Y.

Richerd F. Bopp, Aljlnt:‘uainuuu !ndh-u-:ofinnlogn:a Sciences,

unx-ou uunnuy. ew Yook, nY.

- -

i MONS 014243



