
March 30, 1938

Dr . William  P. Geraghty 
2225 St . Paul St r ee t  
Ba lt im ore, Maryland

Dear Doctor  Geraghtyî

A shor t  time ac;o I  saw
your repor t  of a case of lead encephalopathy 
from the therapeut ic use of lead and opium p i l ls  
as presented in the Journa l of the American 
Med ica l,Associâ t ion . I t  occurs to me that you 
might have obtained r ep r in ts of a repor t  as in ­
te r es t in g as t h is , and i f  you have such r ep r in ts  
a va ila b le  I  would very much app reciate having one 
o f them# . .

The ch ie f purpose of my note 
is  to make the above r equest . However there is  one 
poin t  in  the r ep or t  which seems to ju s t i fy  a connaent, 
and I  am taking the lib e r t y  o f making such a comment.
The repor t  would appear to in d ica te  that  the dosage 
of lead in t h is  instance was qu ite  sm a ll. I  was 
somewhat su r p r ised , th e r e fo r e , to fin d  that t h is  was 
r e a lly  not the case fo r  when one figu r e s  the lead 
in take In  terms of our present point o f view with 
r espect  to  the threshold  dosage fo r  in t o xica t io n , 
th is  dose seems to me to be very la r ge . I  dp not 
consider  i t  su r p r is in g th a t  the p a t ien t  was se r iou sly 
poisoned and I  am disposed to b e lieve  that  an e n t ire ly  
normal hea lthy person would have been poisoned by such 
a dosage. Perhaps t h is  would not have occurred so soon 
although I  th ink s ign s of in to xica t io n  would probably 
have occurred In  most in d iv id u a ls . Probably the in t oxi­
ca t ion  would nbt have been so ser ious in  the case of a 
healthy in d iv id u a l, but even t h is  Is con jectu r a l* I 
am p a r t icu la r ly  In ter ested  in  the r e s u lt  s in ce  a t  the 
present time we are car r ying out some exper imental 
observat ions on hea lthy persons who are r ece ivin g 
known small doses of lead by mouth. *Ve are stayin g 
w ell w ith in  what we consider  a sa fe  dose and we are 
studying the complete in take and output o f le a d . Con­
sequen t ly I  am in te r es ted  in  any and a l l  case reports 
in which known q u an t it ies  of lead have been added to the 
normal lead  in take over any considerable per iod of time* 
The a n a ly t ica l r ésu lta  in  t h is  instance are quire in te r ­
e s t in g , and I t  is  not a t  a l l  su r p r is in g th a t  a p a t ien t
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with the concen trat ion  of lead repor ted as having 
been found in  the blood and u r in e , should have developed 
prominent ce n t r a l nervous system symptoms* I  consider  
i t  very for tunate tha t  these symptoms subsided and that  
the p a t ien t  had no apparent permanent seq u e llae . In 
any case I  am very glad  that  you took the trouble to 
pub lish  th is  case r ep o r t .

Very t r u ly yours,

RAKjis Ro be rt A* Keh'ce ,'r iC d .


