February IQ; 1950

Dr. E. W. Caldwell,
Standard 011 Development Company,
Linden, New Jersey. (P. O. Box 51)

Dear Doctor Caldwell:

Your letter of January 5, addresoed to Ethyl Ccrporation, concerning
the possibility of the performance of lead analyses on the blood and
other materlals of your employeecs has come to my desk. I have been
delayed in replying because of a number of urgent matterm, but I

t rust my delay willl not have caused you inconvenience or dissatis-
.‘. chiono

Speaking as the Medical Director of Ethyl Corporaticn, I may say that
the Corporation, itself, has no facilitles for the conduct of
-analyses of the type indicated. On the cother hand, this Laboratory,
which, as you know, has been partially sponsored by Ethyl Corporation,
has been called upon Dy Ethyl as well as other sponsors, to carry out
such observations that mirht be required Ifrom time to time 1In
connaction with occcupational hazards. Therefore, we would be ia
posit+on to conduct tne kind of tests that you requlre,within the
limit$8&y be reasonably adapted to your needs. Nobt knowing the
scope Of your problem, I am not in position to say what we can do

or what should be done, but I can assure you of cur complete wllling=-
ness o ecxamine the facts with you and to do what ve can to give you
assiztance.

I am not sure at this writing vhether this is a provlem indirectly
related to the responsibilities of Ethyl Corporation, or whether it
1s wholly a provlem within youvr own organizatlion. However, this
matter can be consldered la ter. For the present the ilmportant thing,
from my viewpolnt, is to establish what may be necessary te provide
that reasonable assurance cf safety which you require in. connectlon
with your employees. It has been our praotice; over the period cf
years, to follow at. qultdnle intervals the lead concentrations in the
rine and bleod of persons whose occupations give iLhem significant
exposure to lead in the activitles concerned with leaded gasoline,
As you are probably avare, the Medical Doparinment of Zthyl Corpora-
ticn has not intruded into the experimental activities of customer
companies and has. been concerned with the laboratory personnel only
by invitation, or when clrcumstances appear to justifly scme degree
of medical interveﬁtien or asslstance. 1If your personnel, Ly reason
of work carried oﬁ/tbe normal conduct of leating and researsh relating
to noymal fuels, atre expesed to tetraethyl lead, we have every reason
to ve deeply cocncerned and to seek the information necessapy to appraise
the hazards of such employment, On the other hand, 1lf the cxposure
is agsociated with unusual clrcumstances arising out oy’ékperlmcntal
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program,we are not disinterested, and we would certalnly give every

aid and assistance, but we would not normally be concerned with this
as a function of the medical actlvitles of Ethyl Fc*poratiﬁn.‘ In
any caqe, if you will let me knov the nature of the problem you fzace,
and what you wish to accomplish, I uhﬁll do my best to work ocut a

neans, whe“ah~ we can} rcvlde you w¢th the neuessary infa ma%ion.
:Tou shot x

mak;n;

In ccnhectian with uCh cﬁﬁmical examinations no useful purpose is
‘ : and it wdv e that no very usc=-
,@mlnq*ions of the mlood, oxeept
ons vhich I anall ncu go into i .as

: ; wueh samples, and witn sheets
forms on ‘ ‘Ma‘+he appﬁoorlu ‘ nfcumaqion can be given us, so

tmat sultable intcrpretuguoa qaa be made, .of the anzlytlcal resulis.
1t wo4la g deairable, T think, "if we vere to have an cpportunity

to dascuqs youxr entire problcm wg peraon. I that is not feasible,
I shou;d be glad to mave vou write me, and I wilL do my best to give
you the ' information required.

The problem -of exposure (¢ tetraethyl lead is a somewhat unusual one,
from the clinical point of “Lew, and therefore I think it might be
vell if vwe vere to discuss your situation in that regard as Veli.

I shall hold mysclf in readinesgs to discuss these matiters with you,
at any mutually convenient itime. .

Cordially yours,

_ Robert A. Kehoce, M. D.
RAK ef

C.Ce? HMr. A. J. Baldwin
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