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The Conference on the 3Biological EZffects of Astestos

was held Crom donday, Octover 19 through Yednesday, October
21 and was attended by scme 200 inedical authoritles and . .
“PELHZEISE 14T, Tastestos fiter authorities and air hygleniscs,
from znany countries throuzhout the world. Mr. Horowit: and .
I arrived in Mew York an Sunday afternnon, Octover 18, and
iediately contacted certain of thcse rembers of Turnar Ero-
thers Asbestos Company wno wers in attendance reprepenting

the Astestasis Research Council of Ingland. Consideration was

irected to the work or the Council and 1¢s intended partici-
patizsn in tne work of this conference. Included in this group
were: Dr. 8. Eolzea, Dr. J. F. Xnsx, Dr. Beatty and %, D. W,

- Hills. -The seriousness of the prcblems involved are fully ap-
preciated by everyone; howaver, the tachnological advencamenss
thet have teen achiaved through the efforts of this English
asceeclaticon and the application of propar controls in the manu-
facturing areas have served to provide markedly improved con-. .,
diticns throughout the asteateos industry in that countmm . Tre
Asbestosls Researcii Councll was estatlished in Englznd in 1957
and the members have accompliched a great deal of zood during
the period since that tine. ¢ was felt Dy many that this peet-
ing woeuld serve as a medium for proclaiming and demonstrating
some of thedc accocplishments. Ve contacted and talked with
most of the members of thia group a&s well as members of the
Council representing Cape Asbestos and Britizh Belting and Asne
bestos Ltd., wno were Dresen$ on several cccanions-tharsugnout the -
week and are greatly impressed with their abilitles and work.

Tre meeting, however, turned out to ve different than had
becn expected a3 the orizinal intent. In fact, a newspaper
article that was carried a colple of weeks prior to this con-
ference by scveral hundred newspapers in America and abroag,
served to arouse our suspiclons as to the true intent of this
rmeetiny and these suapicions were confi-med 28 the various dis-
cussions unfolded.



“!'.L.e co::amce vaa: c*szmzed under the dix‘ect:.m of bo, T
,-_’--I.-vm JSelixars, Mownt Sinal Hodpital, who serves the As-
LSEe Sbestos. “Woricers of Azsrics, o.trzds union which covers princi-
=20 U pally.thoae rho work-as ingvlatcrs and laggers wming asbestos
R f'-"';sul.."io'x tmteriala,.” The program was nearly two yearss- in the
2L makdoedand ves well plamiad and or;an_zed to premnte ‘the in-
% --.' " sereats. of Do, Sallltoff end the Unicn. The cubjects covered
“rangsd frem the gmalesy-and phymiczl and chemical properties of
0a. the seyeral asveatiforn xinerals to suoh medlical considerasions
.'. As Pulsonexrr.Asbestosis; L"-o;.a.aia and Fesothelial'Tumors pre-

%7, rsutably resulting therefrcm. Many areas througbout the world

: \te"e eoveredifrom Qusbee to .:cuth. Africa ard frem H.,la.n*_ Italy.
:W.ﬁ—"._-f‘f“ : .
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~‘”'\-;_::' e gl -':"‘zﬂra -were pany pa tholog 3.ca1 dianussiona cc-';le:e with
phctw-mph_c ct\.d.t..a showing. t."xe cadacios fiberz and-tobeston .
s _f','. & ‘-dus.. -tedies ot the z2ite of ah stncrm=ality in the. lung and other
. *organy of Mu=n and animal bodies. Tuorous ZTOWLhs wers shewn
netyenly dn-endmals but in msn and woman who had dean autopaisc

; v angd ‘the avidenca sprarently served ¢o prove that sghbeatos was
~’ .,t."xe .opzsa o tha ‘malady. The ifdentifications wore apom'xtl -
ol Ltrus_and.feere repeated and oftan duplicated by Patitogists r"c..
0L *ﬁeu Yore; Londdon; Glnmrgz.n, Ha_es, ohe.nne:hu..,, Scu=h A.f:':'.
L. ku-.aul Otc.: _ ;- . \'.‘

_..-., Far AN . . ’ : -
N t 2 m T a Ty, ciua but a.fow ar the canea ard ot ze"v.'.e;.or.s shat wers
RN ,.vre-e-.ed i¥hich e=e nicy in-print and e ratter of recard and wil
._»." j-" requ‘.‘.r" 2. m:‘utat.c.n = .d:ad. re ori‘er the following: ]
=75 -' (l) “Cne- ‘gus hos gtatcd. "thit. not cnl; d1d the men who warksd in

SR - ; the -acbestos mines have asbestos bodies in various parss
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.'.‘--.'1: .' MR or theip system dut that the donkeys, the dogs znd even -tk
oy *z'.:a‘:n tha neig,hbcr’mcd -'erc a0 arructed. o
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L ‘-.._.-,,-;...ea.;.'gbo\.up to-the age of 5; resided near é.n a.sbes'caa t‘ac.o;—
el ~ dut: &t “thas+-aze moved ‘away from that area..: l‘:ren:r veaTs
-lc.t.er £his girl dm.a.oped | msotheml t\zno
e.n;..dantt-:ed ance»cos boch.

’ “been 1o

) mgelschnﬁ.ct mporb.-.d t."xat !:he mw:‘ or a.b-ctaa er=
pcsum i tiny and- -quant ity 13 nat’ neceasa:"l,{ the. impor~
tant ‘fastar, JOns or 2 very faw asbestos ‘Yodtes can serve

5 hascsch.n.‘.nn Lapitha deve.cp:‘.ant of & mals and- the!

b.,"om. becc::ins aetive.

1

'&n asbestos body may lay dat-mn* 1.n 2 hv:.m body pany yeas .
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(8) Dr. J. G. Thomsocn reported that the inhalation of asraates
fibers by urtan dweliers 1s very similes in Captetawn, S.
Africa and i Hlamd, Plorzdsa. N3 less than 305 of thse
.@ales and 20% of the females in 500 autopsies studied tn. - -
Totn c.‘.::es zhoued astestos bodies. It was this zentleman
who "speculated” that the asbestos contamination in the :

Yimml air was induced by automobile draita Lining disinte-
gration,

¥e have subnitted a collection of all of the ats¥racsz of
the papers delivared at this conference and a study of these
&lone sarwe -T2 provide the widerlying tare of the meatings. It .
ds-squite-apparant that the whole effair vas BOttvatel Ang &¢x¥o-"""
cuted in the interest of the Asbestos Yorkers of Azerica., The -
New Yark Acadex.‘.;' of Sclence and many of the apeakers, I foel,
did not oecallize how they were bteiny used untlil the asession was
werway. Uhile it i3 an iadictment of the dusty c¢caditions of
the astestoys inauvlator, and pershaps juatifiadbly co, 1% also in-
. aléts the entire a.sbeatoa industry froa the mine to the wltimnts
end praduct which containa asbestss. It oceurred to ze as ths
conference ceveloped that the rale of aabestos a3 it affects the
lung and pulwenasy Hineslisns of that area of the hwian body was
beins given less attentisn and a sTe cater emphasis placed on the
can:u'ogsuc e"i‘ect ol astestcs livers. Cancer of the lunz,
stornach and various osther locztlions througziout the human body
were cited and the relationship of escestos exposure and zetual
asreates riber inclvalions were identifled in those areas. In
this conneetlion the entrance ol astestcs filers into the b
not only throush breathing and the nose, but by ingectisn t.‘zroush
the moulh as well waz given attention.
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Diocussians with Dr. Gaze and Robert Cryor of Capg Aa‘aaetos.
M. ¥Wucdrooffe, Canadlan Zuresu of Mines; Mr. Hough and Dr. Ken-
neth Seith af Jonns-Manville Corp; the severzl merbers of the
Turner Erothers Aabestos Company delesation and with many others ..
asncerned with the serisus implicatlons here Involved wuuld in-"""F °
dicate that the asbestes industcsy should talke some poait.‘.ve ac-
tions to elarily the truths and to coirect any untruths that =may
have been presented. A dispazrslonate ..ppmisal of the concenta
af each piaper hare pregented must be made and an evaluation and
a8 differentiacion ba made between the fact and rictien. The.
Asbestooia Ragearch Council has boan engasaed in thia work "or )
ceny years and has msde good progress both in the medical as well
ag the duat control areas of ccncern., Tals expesiancs could wall
serve &8s a3 basis for and par‘:..os the Initiation of ec':aidarat..ons
Telated to the probless at han
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I personally fsel that in this country the asbestos tex-
tile ixdustry hag zush Sore at stake in thiz problem shen do
theoge 1in ths A/C businsss and would {msginas that somes organ-
ized effort &n this regz=d by that segzent of ithe industry will -
be forthceoming. . Certain~teed must, of ccurse, maxke every ef- /
forc to provide maximus safety and minimua dust eount cendi- ©
tizns in the manufacturing cperations; however, it peens to me
thnt the eff3cta of any. adverss publicity in thia regard will
be felt more potently in our zales effcrt. The implication
that asbestoz fiZers may be placed in the air and perve a2s a
pelutant es & result of asbestosn-~-tearing brale linings disin-
tegratinzg, or. esteatls-tearing floor tile Yaeing disininzgroild mes-
- Aight  just es-<pellP Da’iztefiddd o Lmply that A/C pipe msy ~e-
lezse a few fibers thet cculd e water borne and ingestaed by a
N :
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