FILE NAME: New York State & NY Times (NY)

DATE: 1973 Nov 25

DOCH: NYO57

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: NYT Article - Conferees Study Asbestos Hazard



Nov: 25,1973

NYT

~ae
.
.

-

CONPEREESSTUDY

That Lethal Mineral |s
Present Everywhere

By JANE E. BRODY
Hocclal 15 The Sew Vork Ties

DURHAM, N.C.—~More thun
135 scloatists from 13 coun.

tries gatherod here in the midst
o‘{’ Lheuh&ceuu .tﬁouuuylutv‘lﬁk
with an y .

lic f:a?m question: m ik
i 5 el s
rom n s,
minersl of a thousand uses

[
whose potentially lethal fibers
pcmdcw tho m{mn cnviron-
nen

In three dayy of intense dis-
cussion and “debate, no final

uestions were raisod.
:l w m facts wcn{.' unchale
enged: abestos is every.
where—in. Y in water-

The conference, called b{ the
::u?ﬁll lmluulgg lol ﬁ:v row:-'
n enc
rampied largely by the discov-
53 earifer tﬁy %ur that the
nking water of Duluth, Minn.,
and otger cities on Lake Su.
perior was heavily contuminuted
R o e pmd
| L §
company that has dump-

shauld it do about the ¢
nthor sources of asbestos con-|
tantination?

" inbaled asbestos might damegs

5
Lt
g
g
23

‘Ashestos represeuts & cla-
sle umm that our mod;
tndy sodo&y will face over|
and over )" remarked Dr.
David Rall, director of the Na-
tional lnstitute. “It's a vital
mlumm; 80 we can't ban jt,
but there's a growing concern
sbout its possible Ith of-
fects.”

And since the heaith atfects:
ol ashestos often du not
up until 20 to 30 years aftor!
inltial exposure, "evon f we!
stop all asbastos oxposurs to-

, we will continug to seel
evidence of dug'mldw;ll l{g
tho next century,” said Dr.
erp Burrell, a microblologist at

West Virgioia University,

vIrany all the rellable in-
formation about the harm as-
destos can wresk on the hy.
man body is derived from the|
"l?: ha l“lulod hrg:l oquan-
wi Ve tn
titiey of the tibars.
In addition Lo succumbing 1o

lung discase

-

the chronic
bestosls, Uhese workers are far
an the geseral

Hkely
papulation to die Iy
cor and mec&n

g

" Nning of the chost or shdomen,
Recently Dr, irving J. Seli-
koff, who directs o Federally|

sbestos  reseorch
conter at Mount Sinal Medical;
ter, re) hld‘ :atx b
an increased
risk of doveloping cancer of the
gustrof ) tracy,

An 100,000 new
cases of ! cancor:
will be dlagnosnd in the United|
St , &nd although)

Slates next
it ls the naufon's magt conumon
type of internal cancer, its!
CAUSe remaing ynknowa,

A big tion explored at
Iust s moel was how

the digestive tract Dr. ney|
Laskin of New York University
noled that 23 to 50 per cent
?l ‘ho eou;p‘hul tx'u!l hen
0 up t
swallowsd, !

latensive studiss of the of.r
focis of ashosios consumplion|
on a variety of experimenia)]
animals arc just wunﬁ under
way. ?:dl lywvilmin:u'y wnd'l )
preson o thg meey 3
cats that the flbrous mineral
Can pass (hruu‘gh the wall uf]
u:: sl lnuanm 3 nclh Inu:“ mi

) y 'Rom
and botome ww"?m ted
tHroughout, the body organs, In-;
clmﬂuﬁhc brain,

De, llh?u said that a:‘ Ut
expocted!, numboer of ag.:’
bestas kav‘?: ha has been;
studyiog had died of bruin {g..
niors, although the significance
of this ubmyution was nol yel!

il
viear, '
A pliot study conducted in.
L‘GMJC rosulted in kidney md!
chest-wall wmors in three of
" With corn ol sy ned:
corn oil, al none of,

the animals given corn oll alone.

cancey, :
Dr. Gerhard Volkhiimer of,
Berlin

mors rapidly after the consum,
llos o{ h?‘?&m Qr meoumdﬁ
L] ¢ persorbed particies
coald be found in hreast milk
and could cross Lhe placenta Lo
the folus,
Dr, John Goldamith of the Na-
b‘?’?" Clrlumer Institute urged
sl "sll unneceasary sources
, of asbextos he cllmhgted." 0-
ward this end, the Center (or
Science in the Public Interest:
and the Environnwental Defense
Yund have requested o bat on s
asbestos tllters, used 0 process
t mAny beverages and drugs, and,
el n of asheasus from
tale, used in fonda ax woll as
In cosmetic powder. .




