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July 11, 1340

e

"r., B. T, Loder

Sthyl Gasoline Comration
Chrysler RBulliding

Hew York Cilty

New York ’

Dear Hr. Loder:
' ‘ I have received from lr.
Xaley this morning a copy of a 4euter from Kurt, Reed,

A\
Sappenfield and Coovper, attorneys for glarviaond Casualty
Company cencerning the case of an employee
R o, Qb+
-

Crange State 011 Company.

‘ It would appear to me from
this correspondence that this case has reached the stage
in which no further acticon should be taken by represen-
tatives cof Bthyl Gasoline Corporatlion witiout legal
advice. Accordingly I think it wise to give you a
brisf resume cof what has been dcne In connecticn with
this case for your Informstion., After that, 1 there is
anything which you wish me to do further, I shall be
pleasaed to carry out your instructions.

j wag informed of the acute
$1llness and death of*through medicul men
in Jacksonville, one of whom wrote in and asked me for

certain 1items of information to enavle him to arrive at

a dlagnosis. [rom the description of the mant's illness,
I suspected that he had had some exposure to tetraethyl
lead, and before glving any opinlon 1n the case, I asked
that tissues bs sent me for analysis. On analysis of
these tissues, it became -quite apparent that the deceased
had had a very serlous exposure to lead compounds, and on
subsequent cenversation with the doctors, the nature cf

hisg 1llness colnclided with these findings and brought about

the definite dlagnosis of fatal tetrasthyl lead poisoning.

I Institutdd an investiga-
ticn of the cilrcumstances through the usual channels and
was able to establish that this man in the company of
other workmen, had engaged in cleaning a tank in Tampa,
Flor‘da, on a date colnciding with the expectation of
the onset of acute illness. iurther investigation dis-
closed the fact that the tank had been cleaned without
the exsrcise of proper precautions, desplte the fact
that our precautionary regulations werc in the hands of
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such tanks.

irregular Dbler

o

The tank in guestion had been used for
nding operations at a time when COrange

State Cil Company entered into the distribution of

leaded zasoll
requect or Cr
which we avol
regarded as ¢
Sthyl Gasolin
done, 1t was

ne. This was done, of course, at the
ange State and although 1t is a procadure
d 80 [ar as possible, it is not to oe
areless or negligent on the part of

e Corporation since at the time it was
considered necessary and, in fact, under

proner circumstances would be considered so teday.

The tank was
Tor calling a
cauticnary me
ware ccuplete
except, perha
fallure to us

marksd, in accord:nce with our procedure,
ttention to a dangerous situatione. Pro-
asures had definitely bsen advised. These
1y lgnored and there can be no question,
ps, from a legal point of view, that the
e them was a matter cof gross negligence

cn the part o

this case with the Orange State 01l
pcint was made of the fact that any

within this &
Ethyl Gasolin
ES
purpose of ¢
ccoperative a
faultc on the
ba shown to h
of the Corpor

responsiblili

*nvestibation

f the management.

time I discussed
Company officials,
dangers resident
esuld of the action of the
"spiking" this tank.

At ths

ank were the
e Corporation in

did not argue thls peoint since I was there for the

taining information andé of asking for
ctiocn, but I did peint out that if any

part of the lithyl Gdsoline Corporation could

ave occurred, I was confident that officials
ation would make no attempt to sidsstep their

ties.

After a thorough-going
which established the facts in connection

with the cleaning of this tank, I made full revort to the

officials of

Orange State 0il Company, which report,

presumably. they passed on to the HMaryland Cusualty Come-

pany. In con
letter indica
be made promp

nection with this report, I appended a
ting that in my opinion every effort should
tly to compensate the famlly of the deceased

and thus to avoid litigation in a case the 1issues of which
were entirely clear,

the fatse of t

in cleaning the tank,

a negro, had
behavior for
physicilan was
oecame more a
of any medica
as the others

on further investipation of

he men who were employed %ith the deceased
1t was established that another man,
developed mental 3 mptoms and an abnormal
which he was jalled by police officers. No
called to see this man at any time but he
cutely 111 and died in the Jall without benefit
1 care. The facts concerning this man, as well
who were employed with him, were apparently
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a mattar of no interest to COrange State Oll Company, and
indeed they made little or no effort to aid our investi-
gator in the accumu;dtion of the facts. Thelr attitude
has been that of complete willingness tc avoild any and
all resyo*sibility and even since this unfortunate set

of ecircumstances, they have shown no appreclable Ilnterest
*n the use of proper precautions In thelr subsequent
operations of this type. Accordingly I should be very
sorry to see the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation undertake

any action in cooperating with Orange State O:1 Company
to protect the latter from the conseguences of their
neglirence. Moreover I should hate to see any acceptunce
of the responsibility on the part of Ethyl Gasocline
Corporation. On the other hand I should like very much
to see the unfortunate victims of this carelessness com-
pensated in some measure, and although the relatlives of
the deceased negro will probably never make any troubls,
1t would seem to me that scmething should be dons for
them, 1f indeed such relativass exist. Ve have had tragic
matters to deal with before and although these have always
been cause for regret, so far as I know they have always
been handled with some appeurance of decency by the
customer companies with whom we have worked. Th*s one
has revealed the most dlsgusting lack of ordinary human
decency and a complete carelessness with respect to the
fate and wélyare of employees and their ddpendents. As
a consequence of thls, I should be guite unwilling to be
in any litigation cn behalf of Orange Stale Vil Comnany.

Ag a matter of fact, 1t was

nscessary for me to make full report of my findings to

physicians cf the deceased Hubbard in Jacksonvil }e, alnce
1t was only through their inquiry that I received any
original information on the case. Therefore if they were
to call upon me to testify 1in support of the report pro-
vided them, I should feel that I was pﬁofessionally bound
to do so, zven at whatewar personal sxpense I might be put
to in so doing. Accordingly, as you can see, I am not in
position to sildestep my professional responsibilities. I
am quite sure that you would not wish me to do so but I
make mention of thlis point only to clarify my own position
in relation to thls case.

1 should be glad to supply you
with any and all of the reports and correspondence in our
files in connection with this unhappy affalr,

Cordisally yours,

RAK:is Robert A. Xehoe, f.D.
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