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National Ambient Air Quality Standards.- Concerns remain about potentially overlapping implementation schedules 
related to the 2008 and 2015 standards for ground-level ozone. Because the Agency did not publish implementing 
regulations for the 2008 standard of 75 parts per billion [ppb] until February 2015, and then revised the standard to 
70 ppb in October 2015, States now face the prospect of implementing two national ambient air quality standards for 
ozone simultaneously. It is likely that, based on Agency data, a number of counties will be in non-attainment with 
both the 2008 standard and the 2015 standard. Additionally, Agency data suggests that a number of marginal non­
attainment counties will meet the 2015 standard by 2025 due to other air regulations. In an effort to find the most 
sensible path to reduce ground level ozone, some flexibility must be granted to States that face the burden of 
implementing these potentially overlapping standards. Within 90 days of the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Agency is directed to provide the Committees with a report examining the potential for administrative options to 
enable States to enter into cooperative agreements with the Agency that provide regulatory relief and meaningfully 
clean up the air.
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