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Septembar 12, 1945

Dre. Josaph Je Hoto
Baton Hougs
Louisiang.

Daar Doctor ¥oto:.
g

s my report eon

This is , whom I saw at the Taton Rouge (isnersl
Eospitel at your rsquest on September 16, 1945,

This patient formerly had hesn smployed by the DuPont Company and whilo workidg
became 11l with a number of other workmen, Outanalbly from organic lead poisone
ing. He was admitted to the Baton Rouge Genersl Hespital on February 8, 1345,
end during whlch time he has been under your cara.

T understand that at the time of his edmission he had .56 and «B88 millisrans of
organic lead 'in his urines In.addition, he had .05 and 085 milligrams of orzanic
lead in his bBlood. Thess two tests were made over approximately fthree wosks rsriod
of time, and the point is that he gave evidence of Jleand poizoning from thess regpso-
tive tests. At the time of his admission ha had a +wo plus spinal Wassaroenn, bub
it was deemed inadvissble to give him treatment for his luss with the 1likelihood of
crowding him with hesvy metals and thus yrnﬂuclhn an added feobore

A% the time ho came in the hospital he was walking, but thers was insscurity in
his =ait and it wes obevious that this inccordination had a rather dramstis onsat.
His condition becams such that, after a series of PS“ﬂ“otic episodsa, it was nscw
essary that he be given speoial care, & hurse, snd two atiendanis %c prevent hin
from run&ina gwaye. Over %h1a periecd of time st bshavior nmiscturs has continued te

remain psyohotie.

T sew him on: Septembsr 16, 19%5, and found him lying in bsd rather gquiet, smoking
rathar inﬁessartly. He obvioualy'was somewhat suspicious, on guard, u“d it was nob
easy for him:bo.reveal to:.me.tha content of his thoughts. However, I w satisfisd
that at times ho had saditery ballueinatzons and that in the past he %aé %ad visual
hallucinations. He had csrtain idems that he was charged with electrieity which cane
from under the. hogpital bed; that people wore talking about him on the outsides and
that he was in communication with the Lord, with a tendency btoward bslieving in
"special missions.” The history was that he became belligerent at times, nd wi h
these open. outbursts of hostility it was nacessary to restrain him physically an
sedate him. I did not £ind eny delusions to ths point of learing death, tut thatb
“"paople wers talking ebout him," end that "he cannot lsave the nosp1tal bacguse if
he did there would be no charges of electricity to keep him alive."” : h

‘His sensorium, surprisingly, was clear, with the excepbion of the day of the month,
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which hs missed by sbout four aags. mis judgﬁént wes pooyr aﬁ&ihﬁs insight path-’
ological. : ‘ R S

Cn neurological examination one found & rather well daveloped, well nourished mene
His pupils responded to light, the left one being smaller seemingly than the right,
but of moderete size. His fundi were negative. There was & waakness of the right
eys which locked like a transient third weskness but could be mn-old souint (I eould

ot decertain from the family what it was)s AlL cother. cranisl nerves wers negativ
Hia tongue was. not. partzeularly t*emnloua and. neither were: hia‘lip@,,but he bungled
up badly the test phrases that we give %o pereticsg. There was ne- Impeirment dnihis
visione His uppsr extremitise moved frsely with good streng%h and the museles wersg
_in good condition. . :

The use of his fingers in deliocats movemsnts was normal. ' His ebdominal reflexes:
were present and there was no tendernsess any place over the ebdomen. Inadvertently
T touched his right patelle, at which he scresmed out in pain and begsn to cry, and
thereafter he would not let ms touch or test this lmes. Welther would hs let me test
the left psbells reflex, but I am inclined to believe on assumption alone that it is
rressnt but reduced. The ankle jsrks ers presont but reduceds

There was rather olsar-out evidence of atrophy in the legs in the posterior group
of muscles, and somewhat in the enterior group. Again, ke wonld not permit we. to
teat his reflsxes,

The patient would not walk at the reqﬁest of any of us, bubt from the higtory and

nurses'! records hs is able to gebt up and walk with & reduced security. Alfter obe
serving and studying the patlent I interrogated each of his attendenis, the nurse,
his sunt, snd his wife. The delusion that he wes being drugged s the belisf that if
he left the hospital snd went home he would dis; his seceing smell men, 1illipubiens,
on the pipeés, was reeounted by one attendant. They all avreed that he is paychotlo.t

His wife seys that he was taking shots in order to ‘bo.drafted. when he was {1 rs‘ toldf
that he had syphilise¢ FHe probebly’took treatment somewhers: beﬁwean eight =nd twelw
aonths, and BV1dent1y took arsenieals and hlsmuth bscause he reeervad Brm agdihip

Reviewinﬂ his nurss's notes, it beoame  cbvious to ms'that his sedatlon, yar*icularl‘
“the neurosine, contained a eonsiaer&bls emeunt of bromides.  Inasmuch as it is! . pose
sible that a bromide faotor might.b oasidered 1n this casa, T su gestad thet &

bromide determinatlsn be mades AL SR

I do nst believa this bov is neur 14 nsithar do I bel1eve hsnis 23 mallngersr.,
Rether, I believe this man hed sgphilia and with the lsad polsoning the svphilis
wes lizhted up and produced an added factor which continued after the leed levels
dropped, ¥y suggestions- therefore ere as followss: 1) that he he gmven arsenlcals
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in small to increasing deosges (ma;narsan); and 2) that vary caraful repsated
blood snd urine determination for bromides be carried out, as well =s 8 meneral
urine anzlysis and & blood chemistry, so us %o be ?u*déd intellizently how f{renuent

to give tha :rsenlcala aﬁn in what inersssing deosagg. His only opportunity for ree

‘cova%y; rﬁzc% Iikely w izave sche Ilmﬁ bations, L*es in tha matter of taking care
ary’ 3;Phi1¢», shich now is man,ngu”aaaular syrhilis with voarstic im-

plioaﬁioﬁae

Tn ocne wesk to ten days we should c¢ompars notes and study his propgrass, Ye desarvss
sevaral nonths: therapsutic trial, but likely will respond with reasonable spesd, and
likely the psychobtic components will drop out and atiendanits will not e necessarye
Zis vitamine balance should be s positive one and his bloed count kept up (livsr,

gto. ) durine tregtoent.  His urine {eside from laad) should be watchad.

cts cover his case sufficiently for ths uvrosecution of adaguate
balieve ths Doy has a pood eﬁa;cﬂ of improving his behavior picturs
program is bandled with carse State nosai telization neow, I bslieve,
able, but certainly i% can be considersd 17, after a rsasonable reried
net respond to the trastmont reginms.

cc: Dre 30 za Ra?lkiﬂ
Mg i al Deparbment
Tha Poat Company
Eort Eaton Rouge, lLa,
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