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Agbestos and Health: Shell

We had a word on the telephone following receipt
of your letter of 25th September and as a result I made
an appointment to see ¥Kr. Hawkins and indeed met him
yesterday. Mr. Hawkins 1s the Jecretary of the Shell
International Safety Committee which, amongst other
things, would be responsible for recommendations to the
various Shell companies including Shell Tanker and the
refineries regarding asbestos and possible substitutes.

Mr. Hawking was at some pains to explain to me
that the Committee only made recommendations and would
not instruct anybody to take a course of action, but he
agreed that as the technical people in The Hague would
have agreed the recommendations, most units would accept
then,

The impetus for the alterations to the Shell HESC
document came from the Medical Section of Shell in
London and at first was rejected by the technical people
at The Hague. However, about this time there was some
adverse publicity in the Dutch press on the subject of
apbestos and health, and one 0of the medical reople at
The Hague supported the London recommendation, with the
result that alternatives were sought. The procedure
is that the elternatives have to have the approval of
the technical people in The llague and 1 gather that most
of the front running in findihg alternatives wus in
point-of-fuct again done by the medical people.
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1 explained to HMr. liawkins our concern that an
international compuny such as Shell in effect issued a
document sug;esting that asbestos cloth, for example,
created a heanlth hazurd, and I told nim how this could
quite unfairly complicute situantions for us, not only in
home markets but in overpeas markets as well. He gave
me a most understanding and sympathetic hearing, parti-
cularly when 1 described to him the virtues of dust-
suppression and of "Fortex" producta, altnough 1 was
anxious at this stage to zake the object of the visit
one of principle ruther than one of selling our products.

As u result of this talk Mr. Hawkins will have dis
cupsions with a Dr. Leamon and a Dr. Blackmore in London
(they were not available yesterday) and will then suggest
a further meeting whén we will be given the opportunity
to explain yet again our sfituation. Mr. bawkins is also
£oing to The Hague next week and may possibly mention the
subject thore, but he expects the procedure to be:

1) that we should meet the medical people in
london, and if that is reasonably souccessful,

11) we should visit the technical people at The
Hague.

I might say at thio stage I have not offered any
defence in favour of rope lagging and millboard, but have
rather directed my discussions towards cloth which I
think in all markets could be the major problemn.

In so far as the comment ..*out further replacement
nateriales is concerned, Mr. Hawkins gave me an assurance
that they huve nothing in mind concerning compreased
asbestos fibre jointing or indeed greased and graphited

. To the best of his recovllection, against
these items the Safety Coomittee listed the comment,
"These products carry only minimal risk”. «hilst even
this 18 not as definite as we would like, in Mr. Hawkins'

cont/deeess




\ VER BROTHERS ASBESTOS CO. LTD. CONTINUATION 3 DATE 8.10.70.

EAE/SKJI ’
N .

Copy: Sh

Inl: SK/DFR Ke:

- e ew - e o e

Asbestos & ilealth : Zhell

TS M e e wm m w w m wr w e o ww e e

nind 1t in equivalent to saying "don't worry, you can ’
use these productn without difficulty",

The next atep is for me to await s telephone call
from either Mr. Hawkins or Dr. Leamon.

E. A. monds




