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. Supplementary :
PEPCRT CON MEDLCAL AXSANCZMENTS SCHE=M=
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This report 13 sutaitted to the Rcard of J.W.Roberts Ltd.,
t the working of the Medical Arrangements Scheme 1950-57.

The work of Dr. Xawbrock in conducting medical exzminations
1d supervising the X-ray schame continues. Batches of films
.th medical records are sent to me at Rechdale for review.

143 1s a praotice which is helzful te¢ bhath Mediczl 0fficers and
1zbles them to achleve uniflormity of standards in judging cases.

I$ has transpired during 1955 that astestosis h2éd been
sund to cccur for the fi-st time in Sweden and Australila. - The
1ses had occurred in ccnnection with the use of sprazy rroducts
1d 1t was evident that all the salety precauticns develored at
2eds in connection with this prccess had not been used. In
oth ceuntries regulations of a stringent character are being
ccught into operatizn $0 ensure the safety of the working
spulation. These are rather severe and restrictive in their
sxding but this is not surgrising in the climate ¢f epinfon
aich prevails today in 2ll countries with regard tc the
azards ¢ employment. The standards achieved in working
snditicns, or claims mada with regard o them, have become
atters of nationzl prestige. It 1s no secret that the U.S.S.R.
28 made claims to preo-eminencee in the fileld of industrial
rgilene with tighter limits of pirmissible texic concentratlans
ran the "Westerm" countries. iiese claims are being used for
clitical ends througn such intermatiorzl organisatians as tae
.L.0., at Geneva. .

“In the fleld of Research scume interesting work has been
one Inh association with the Cavendisna Latoratory, Cambridge.
his has demonstr2tad marizad chianges in fibres wnich have teen
nhaled and retained in the lung for many years and which could
e demoristratad by elezetrzn nicrasecopy. The co-relaticn of
‘hese changes with the cnset of pathological conditicons in the

ung i1s %the aim of thesc axgeriments.

A prelinvtrary draft of the reszezreh work undertaken at
leading University by Cr. 2. F. dclt Jor three
.neluding 7.3.A. Ce. Lid, has Just come to hand. He has
toncentratad on the chemistry of cnrysotile-in its abilisy to
‘clease a2 silica fraction under conditicns which are comparable
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with lung ¢tissue and fluid environment. Whilz 1t 1s realls
-that this appreach cannot sclve Lac prob®lem of human asheste
Dr. Holt 13 able to conclude th=t if the chemical breakdown
the asbestos fibre follows the same course in vivo as it doe
in vitro a pneumoconiosis resembling silicosis would be
expectead. This is supporiing evidence for the chanical the
te which we largzly adhere. I 4s tn Ye noted that work al
these lines may be useful in helping to assess the fibrotie
potentialities of other forms of asbestos.

On 1lth September 1857 a meeting 4= leadinz executives
Turner Brothers Asbestos To. ILtd., British Belting & Asbeste:
Co. Ltd. and the Cape Asbrstos Co. Ltd. with their iedical
Officers and Medical Rese:rch horiers took place in London.
at the offices of the Cup2 Asbestss Co. Ltd., Mr. R.G. Sooth:
tock the chair and the formation of a2 joint body to organise
research into the protlems of asbestcsls was azgreed uzcen.

The three companies ccnesrned were to zear the exrenses of t:
programme equally. It is noped thaf results heiprful o th:
whele industry will come from this combined effors.

Within the period under vaevicw, two important eccnlzsrence
on occupational medicine have been attendad, and I a2z moss
grateful to the Directors for maling tlils zossible, In
September 1956 thare was a confurance in London of the Induss::
Medical Officers Association of Creoat 2ritaein, and ia July 12
an International Conference attended Ly delegates {-ca 44
countrics was held in Helsinki. In tcth instances there was
a wide ranging pruzTamme of subjects within the gurview ol
cccurztional medizine in its mor. janeral =a2sgeets as well as
scientific sectisonal meutings for those with a stectallised
interest. These opgorsunitiass Jor meeting madlicsal ccilzagues
in this country and frem abread in order To csmpare axzeriance
and share the results of preventative measur2s are exceedingly
usaful $0 the medical oflicers tlemselves and thrsuza shea %o

“gheir companies. The- infuserinl medisnl cfflicer who is large

engaged insida his indus vy has a Jee’lil.uz of lLsolaticn an
orporzunlicics ©0 meet co.l2agues ~.nllanly engaged do not ceme
as readlly to him as o practiticiusrs in the spnere of general

- medicine.
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cama2 as a consideratle surprise. It has teen notad that al
were awarded 2bout 1C0% ditabllity assessment aven thouzk the

The suspension of 15 workers for asbestosis during the ve.
1

Cart'd. ...



. -GIJLBOb&I‘CS Ltdo f ]

Board Meeting llth October 1957 . TItem No.1l (16)

{Continued)

periods of exﬁosure varied frem 8-30 years. Details of agé
and length of exposure are given in the table below.

Years exposure 0=-9 10 - 14 | 15 -19 | 20 - 24 | 25 - 30

No. of cases | 2 1| 4 3 3 3
Average 2ge in | ua | ‘
erage 2ge i | s 50 st 50

An assessment of 10% disability usually means, in my
experience, a2 border line case. As fa2r as I can Judze 3 cases
would merit suspension on ordinary Pneumaeconicsis Bocard standards
and these are all cases of more than 20 years expcsure. That
15 border line cases were susgrencded in ona2 sweep can only mean
that 2ll workers in whose cases claims were likely tc be made
at any time in the futura were given a lakel to eostablish their
rights to further disability awards.

} I knew of only one Rochdale werker who has been suspended
after starting work 2s late as 1940 in schedulsd areas. =

the present Leeds list there are 6 such cases of workers starting
in the period 1940-48. While there 13 scme evidance of increased
incidence of asbestaosis in the Armley factory as compared with
Fochdale a factor of this degree 13 gquite disgrcrorticnata.

.On 20tk June last I was given a demonstrzticn of the fikre
‘spray precess by Mr. N.L. Dolbey av aArzley. At a later date I
was atle to see the process in action 2t the Carr-iagz Waries ¢f
+ Crzventls in Sheflflezld. The salaty precautions relating to the
‘. process have been very soundly buils up and, accordiing o
. Perscnal observaticn znd dust ccunts cbtalned with the old $ype
i of therzmal preeipitats> the hazard would seem t3 te undar

Y centrol. This is 2nother process which would merit review with
- the new dust ccuntlnzg éguiszens when £t has tesn"trcved. I am
S2teful to Mr. M.L. Doibey for making these arrangenents.

With the dinalnished activities of the works of J.W.Rcherts-
Ltd. of Leeds and the g-2duzl transfer of thelir manulachuring
functions to Bindley Green, a ccmplete transiormaticn of the
condizicons of work is being achieved. This desirzadDle resuls will
have-undou;ad benefits to all concerned. :

J. F. Knox.
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