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Open-Air Sﬁ”f&bﬁﬁ?z’;f Asbé”é’fgs Matenals o
Would Be B anned by N g“EPA‘ g?andards

WASHINGTON — Open-air szayiog of ai-
beatos fireprooting and insulation would be proe
hibited under new gir-emission standards pro-
posed by the Environmental Proucﬂon
Amcy
“'nu clund: sundud: which cover bery(
fiom “and mercury &3 wcn a asbestos,’ also
wculd“"""., ""%."
.+ =Réquire mdmtry to u.n nlun ‘to <lean
aniy guses produced in the mining, milling and
manufacturing of ‘asbestos-containing materi-
als and to eliminate visibie emissions from cec-
tain sources relatad to their operations. ., . .

~3et berylllum-emission ceilings for ‘extrace
tion plants, machine shops, foulidries, ceramic
ph.nts .propeliant plants and incinerstors that

to dispose of toxic substances.
'rheu ceilings would ¥mit emissions af the poi-
soaous metal to & maximum of 10 grams per
2¢hour day, or to the point that berylllum con.

- - | centrations won't exceed an sverage 0.01 mi.

crograms per-cublc meter of air for 30 days.

—Requuv rocket.motor  test facilitfes to
keep concentrations of. bcryumm in the sur.
rounding atmosphere within a csiling of 75 mt-
crogram minutes per cubic meter of air sccu-
mulsated during sny two consecutive weeks, (A
microgram minute is ‘derived by dividing the
weight of the rial .collected -by the now
rate expressed fn cublc meters of aic’ per.min.

) ﬁnmumdubemsabmmm
linked to"s ‘mimbér’ ‘of humsn dneues'rnclud-
ng bronchial cuu:er. _Baryllium “in high con.
centrations can cause pneumonu-ukc dueues

The greatest economic melct !mm the pm-
pmdaundmwuldbow:bythonlmu-
yestos mills. processing domestic ares. The
EPA estimated~that théir cost of complying
will rangs. up t0 6.7% of the aversge 1969 zell-
tng price of & tan of domestically produced as-
bestos.. The aversge figure for sll.the mills,
however, culy would smount: u: 0.995, tho
sgency said. -

Producers of ubom pwducts. mcludlng
floar tile, veinforced friction materials, paper
and textiles, face an “‘annuslized cost” equal to
0.3 of the “cutput product valus,'* sccording
% the EPA. This would Tesult (n an average
product prics incresse of 0.3%, with the most
signiticant being 2.6% for, ubemc paper prod-

:=. | ucts, the agency said.

The ban on sprayed ssbestos would affect
only about 0.55% of snnusl domestic consump-
tion. The EPA said that increased™costy for
substitute materials will Tange up o 13%, but

that new spraying equipment and extensive re-

u-;m of workers won't he needed. Addlucmal
costs aren’t anticipated for berylifum users,
but the mercury-cell chlor-alkall plants will
have to spead from 0.5% to 0.99% of total annual
products’ worth. The figura for mines will be
2.5% o 3.5%,.the agency estimated. . -

AL & efing on the proposal, Dals’, x_
Staughter, chief of the EPA'S hazardous pally-
tants branch, sald the agency has been advised
by industry that the additional costs “mean the
end of mercury mining in the U.S." However,
Mr. Slaughter argued that depressed mercury
prices, not environmental costs, would be the
real cause of such 2 development. At present,
the {ndustry, located in Califormia, Nevada and
Utah, consists of two large minas with fewer
than 200 workers dto:ecner. plus 30 to 40 one.
man and two-man mines. In 1969, when mer.
cury prices were triple current levels, 109 mer-
cury mines weare operating, he noted. R

The asbestos-spraying ban would be tem-
pered by the provision that spraying may be
done” indoors “‘under conditions whers the air
that would be released to :hc ttmospbere can
be cleaned.”.’

* Beryllium- users a.lso would have the r_hoice
of complying with the 2¢-hourday maximum or
the ceiling averzge over g 30-day period.

- Approximately 300 machine shops, ‘ceramics
plants, propellant plants, extraction plants and
foundries could cause beryllium emlssions. But
"1 hecause the light metal's extreme toxicity long
has bean tecognized, *“the major portion of the
industry 3lready.has the -emission controls
|needed to comﬂy with ¢ the _proposed stan-
‘dards,”: the agency” said, E’or -this’ reascnand
becaude berylllum tmpped. n alr mmﬁnn d:-

5y ‘vices has‘reprocessing value,-{t’sald-the ‘stin

dards “‘are expected to have ume \hnpa.cr. on
the industry-s ;"‘3’,,,,4‘ Y & .
The EPA"md it will announce"
ings on the proposals within 30 days md alsoh
sllowing 30 days for written comments, . "
A:ency Looks to Further Limitatidns - %, wm'
' Egriler this year, tie EPA made ﬁ.nal the
maximunr atmespheric levels of six major pol-
lutants, including particulates sulphur dioxide
and carbon monoxide, that will bs permitted

%] under federal- state eonb:ul pIa.ns "ue to tz_ke ..t-

feC:m mid-1873, WA esae e -

In addition, t.he agency {2 wthorized by me
Clean Alr Act of 1970 to establish specific
source emission limits for toxic substances.
The proposals announced Friday represent the
tirst response to this mandata, But the agency
now is Jooking into the possible neéd for simi-
lar emission limits on air-borne cedmium, va-
nsdium, mapganese and sarsenic, Dr. Vaun A.
Newell, EPA health ettecta director, told the
briefing.

- One major source of a.!.r-bome asbestos. mo
tor-vehicle brake linings, isn't coversd by the
proposed standards. However, control of brake
emissions ls “being u:eued." EPA officiak
sald.

Soyrces o! mercury in the air also'not cov
ered by the proposed standards are fossil tuels
notably coal. Dr. Newell explained that be
cause high - stacks and even Righer-rising
smoke plu.mu distribute emissions {rom suc:
sources quits widely, the EPA belleves there'
“littls chance" of them exceeding the ceilings
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