Brd APril 1946

LEADJD PIQIT.~CLLANING HAIL:TANK WAGGONS

) _ : I: arer to your"letter Engineering/ll of lst March
- E closed'please‘find the relevant copies of. the madical reports.ﬂu

S It;does not saj in;the case history as recorded with
bthe Rikstrygdeverket (The state's Insurance) that there had been .
legded” ‘gasoline on ‘the tank waggon, 'but it is stated in one of the
letters from the firm which did the Job for the Germans._

"..... One of the'last Rail Tbnk Waggons
- ¢leaned (there were. 13 in all) had a - -
“-label attached marked lead gasoline...

Infspite ‘of our. Technical Department's specific demand
to: he-firm in’ question that ges masks must be used - 1t was learned
~ afts rwaxds that no such precaution had been tsken., Shell had no

opportunity of controlling the work as the cleaning took place under
--German“supervisiun.

Yours éincérely,

E. WESTBLAD




Dro P-’&.K. Bookman oo
Chief. of the chemioal. &ept.. o

0f the ‘Statens Insbitutt ‘tor Folkehelsen‘
Gjetemyrsveien ‘75 ' '

Ry Katrygdoverket.
Offico for injury cases,
Somerﬁt 18, Oslo

&8 . i
eapoaiallv the case with 3&9011:6 planes,’ to whiehﬁis ad&ed nora "
tetra~-sthyl lead ‘than other gasoline. It is very damgerous, 'as tetra
ethyl -lead ia Nery poleoncus.  As totra-sthyl lowd . 48 rather volatile.:{
& poisoning may oasily ousur by the. inheloticn. of vepors ol tem—athyl',
lead ,durins mﬂrke wﬁ.m tankr, thid tmre oonwinaﬁ euoh "1ea.1 gasuline" .
. 0 thﬂmt‘om the 1nte Kr, —waa engaged in mric with® "
tank v:aggons* wntol had lastly been uaasd for gescline abddsd tetm-eth;l
. lead {gasoline fox siroplanss or other lsad geecline), enf he did not,
- during his work, use a gasmask or otherwise observe the cautionary

~ measures. reseribsd for work with lead gagoline und with vesssls whioh

- . have contsined lsad gaeolin:, thon 1% is very probabls that the dissaze
48 dus %0 tho inhalation of vapours of telra-ethyl leasd, and as =
. diseasges emvasd by lead ¢mipounds whon ok gsrvice are to be considersd
. ordinery injuries mecte to kgl. resol. of 7/12-£8, point 1, mr.

. . Apsmesen's sese must be clacsified us imjury controctud when on Bervice.

P.W.K, Bookman
o BlgRe




s10 kommnale aykehus |

boNov.?Ath 190

hcspital, psychiatrie aapt..,lrran Octs

the diagnosie Insana generis incerta-(a
During his stay here he was oloudy, and
defi cient iﬁfomation about the devalo;
condition. His condition grew worse,

| ﬂwre is much evid:snce that
of poisoning, as . no other oause ‘has bee
gationa of the ease hava not yet been ¢
© taken at the Ulleval hospital in tb.e le
.e.nato'ny, and - the brain submitted to 8 ¢

.Tansen, the enatomical institute of the

' Ulleval, psykiatr, avd. Dee,

- Harald F2
~. Assistant
(sig




; _ Cmi1 xRikstrygdeverket, Oslo

Re. Triury No.20017j1941

mb. 24/11°1902, was sent to the puychiatric
. department of the ospital on Oat. 10th 1941 by dr. I. Lossius ;

with the diagnosia acute psychosia (gasoline poisonins?).

. It is seen rrom the available 1nformation that the in:;ured person wos
previously on the whole of sound hea&lth. ' He was married, had 4 children. He
" 48 said to have been & quiet, honest and conscientious man. - -The last 2 - 3

- weeks before admission he had been engaged in cleaning gasoline tanks, which

- had contained synthetic gasoline, whose comosition is not known.

About 8 days bercre admission the injured began to- 5row pale and
languerous, and did not sleep well at night. = A little later he began to
show symptoms of distinoet psychic changes, he began to repeat the same guestions,
repeat actiong and talked confusedly about having painted the first aid station
atce Grew increasingly uneesy and had t0 be sent to the psychiatric department,
where he was under treatment from Oct. 1l4th to Oct. 24th 194l.

In the dept. he was desorientated, . talked nonsense, lnereasingly uneasy,
threw away the bsdslothes and trampled sbout on the floor.  Seemed anxious,
possibly hallucinated. Even slight touches seemed to cause him serious
discomforte. Injected in the face, perspiring. By the ordinery somatic
and neurologic examinations nothing truly pathological was found. Thas
examinations were, however, somewhat deficient owing to the psychic condition
of the patient, Systolic blood pressurs 130 mm.

Blood exeminations showed normel relations, Sed. test 5 rm. Hgb. 101%
Red. cor. 5,03 mill. White ¢, 6641. Diff. count: stave nucl. 6.
Segm., nucl.57. No basophile dots in the blood corpuscles. Trombocytes 122350 per m.

In the spinal fluid were fcund ilncreased albumin values, normal number
of cells, Total alb, 2,I,Alb,I,65.,G10b40,45.Glob,albyuot.0,27 cells 4/3,

Lues reactions negative in blood end spinal fluid. On admission
the normal reactions 1n the urine negative, immediately before death there was
positive sugar reaction, and acidosis. An investigation to find lead in the
blood was unfortunately a failure,

The patient graduslly grew increasingly exhausted, soporous and
finally comatose, Treatment with stimulating drugs, intravenous injeotion:—
of fluids etc. had no effect. Immediately before death, which occurred on .

N 7842.03

KE 6306728




Autopsy undertaken at the Ulleval hospital, 1n the laboratory for
pathologicdl anatomy and the conclusion was: Mos causa’ 1gnota {death, cause
unknown).e Bronchopneumonia, Oedema Pulmonune - A speclal microscopic in-
vestigation of tho brain wus undersaksn by Jansen, M.D. the anatomical -
~ institute of Oslo University. Some changes were. demnnstrated and the’ ,

- condusion was as rollows: Whether the gusoline poisoning mentioned ‘in the
case history had caused directly ot indireectly the changes demcnstrated in

" the braln, is impossible to decide on ths basis of the neuropatholbgical

. examination, but tha poasibility cannot be danied. ; :

EoT¢MATEo}. A proviously healthy man‘was angaged in'cleaning gasoline
tauks, He was attacked by a discase which began with' languor and sleep-
lessness and gradually developed into a serious insanity which proved to be
fatal, 2 others who were also engauged in the same work,; also fell ill,

@ne was admitted Yo the Aksr's llcspital, where his condition was understood

to b & case oI lead~poisonlng. The other had only slight gymptons, felt

& numbness in his legs. Did nci sleep well, He was nut treated in hospital.

Neither by the investiguations in the clinigue and the lsboratory notb
by the autopsy and the spscific brain investigation was found any tre support
for the causs of the dlseuass. No true syiptoms of a poisoning have bsen
found, but there is unothing thut spesks ageinst ite

&s tne (dsesse ceeurred undur counditions whers there were possibili-
ties for poisoning, and where two others slso fell ili, and uw ¢ the other
hand no otner cause has becn fouud, this must evidentully be a case of
peisoning (lesd compound or other unknown components)e

CONCLUSICH The fatal disease of the injursd 1s understood to be a case

of poisoniug, with lead or cther ruasol.xma components, Lo which he had been
expoged during his worke

Ullsval, psyiiatr.depte.
Nov., 30th 1842,

Haakon Saethre

X

Byt
o
<o
=3
o)
&
flas




