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Mr. Max ¥, Corse

Westara Mineral Products Co.
1720 Madison St. M. B.
Minnsaspolis 13, Minnesota

Desr Max:

I an writing this te yeu since I know you have at least ocus plaat vith a stoner
that is prosessiang Libby ore. Ve have an operating problem oa cur stoners wvhich
ve installed {a early August, as foliows: Oa the oss furnace umnit which runs
primarily No. 3, all of our No. & production and all of our No. 1, we find that
the perforated deck msterial (staimless steel) blinds very badly, especially
aftsr extended runs of No. 4 ore. The "blinding™ is almoet 1002 in the upper
axes nsar the rock discharge point and at least 601 em the balance of the deck.

Although we have besn inspecting these decks cach shift and brushing them with

8 vire brush, the blinding still 1is severe. Vhea ve took the deck frams ocut
last Saturday, ve feund this high dagree of blinding and also that it camnot be
removed by brushiag from the upper side (material side), dut has te de brushed
on the air chest side. The dlinding 1is cassed by relatively lomg, thim particles
of ssdestes fibre = which occcurs im all the sizes of Lidby ore. Thase particles
apparently get upeanded and pass through the holes far encugh to becoms firaly
lodged in place. Brushing the outside surface culy, breaks off the upper portica
of the particls, leaviag the hole severely plugged. PFurther brushing doss not
remove the partisles.

We sxe plamming to order a spares deck and frame uait so that ve can periodically
ond veplace it with one which has deen clsaned.
unit, this culy takes & fow mimstes to do - vhersas
clsaniag ths deek cloth from the undernsath sida is quits a job. It may even
% ascssssry te remeve tha perfeorated mstal deckh from the frame ia oxder to
elean it thozoughly due te the o the cross framing, and the I"=4"
over-lappiag section ia the center. Newawer, before doing this, I thought it
best to chesk vwith you and others to see if thers is & ¢impler asnswer to this
problem. Very possibly, blinding te this degres does met occur vith South
Careling ece as I den'’t belisve thore axe gangne” materials asseciated
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with the vermiculite. Ae iz all cases, v have & noticeabls amount of very fime
rock = probably magnatitas which sctually pssses through the deck without blinde
iag it, and provisicas have beea made to trap it and blead (£ off periodically.
Howaver, these piecas of asbestoe are diffsrent, and from their sisze, I would
suspect thay coms primarily from No. 4 ore and to some extent from Fo. 3. I
say this because the second wuit with identical equipment runs all of ocur Mo.

2 for acoustic and a limited amount of No. 3 » we have nsver run No. 4 on that
m. .

he asphalt emlsion if any extensive
iad this to be the case, and what do
4

deck applicators. Prior to iastalling

in the plaat due te these bags charring and
burning. Ve imstalled the stemers vith the ides of reduciag the product teme
perature sufficiently te sveid this potential fire dangar. When the deck is
nev or nevwly cleansd, the coolisng is adequate, dut as it dlinds up, the tempera~
ture becomss axcessive and we have occasicmal fires. As & result, I surely
need a goed saswer to the preblem. Oddly emcugh, the temperature seldom is

Best regards,
—
J. K. Bsxley
Jili/us
ce: A. B, Wisa
Tleyd Stewart

R. A. Bleich



